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1 MR. TEDFORD: Has the agenda been posted rage £
2 in conpl ai nce wi th NRS?
3 MR. GARY: Yes. They have.
4 MR. TEDFORD:. Thanks, Gary. Appreciate
t hat .
5 There's two places on the agenda for public
6 comment. Public comment is for itens general in
7 nature and not for anything on the agenda tonight.
8 Di scussi on can be held, but no decision can be
18 ?Eﬂ?gh{% there any itens for public conments
11 kay. This is itemthree. The second tine is
12 itemeight. So we'll go to itemfour, approval of
13 council meeting mnutes for April 3rd and April
14 17t h. Council has had an opportunity to review
15 those m nutes. Are there any corrections or
16 additions to those m nutes?
17 MR ERICKSON: M. Mayor, | have no
18 corrections or additions [inaudible]. I'lIl make a
19 notion to approve the mnutes for April 3rd.
20 M5. FROST: |I'Ill second.
21 MR, TEDFORD: We have a notion from Council man
22 Eri ckson to approve the April 3rd and April 17th
23 m nutes. We have a second from Counci | woman
24 Frost. Al in favor?
25
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GROUP:  Aye.

MR. TEDFORD: None opposed. Mdtion carries.
The m nutes have been approved for the 3rd and the
17th of this year. Itemfive is for approval of
warrants. You've also had an opportunity to
review the accounts payabl e, payroll and custoner
deposit warrants. | '11 entertain a notion

to approve those.

M5. FROST: | nove to approve the
war r ant s.
MR, RICHARDSON: 1'Ill second.

MR, TEDFORD: We have a notion from
Counci | woman Frost, a second from Counci |l man
Ri chardson to approve accounts payabl e payroll and
custoner deposit warrants. Al in favor?

GROUP:  Aye.

MR, TEDFORD: None opposed. Mdtion carries on
3-0 vote to approve those warrants. The mayor has
been aut hori zed to sign the sane.

W go to itemsix, and before then we're going
to [inaudible] legal adm nistrative
director of the city is going to give alittle

I ntroduction before, before we head into the
public hearing tonight. Robert?
MR. ROBERT: Thank you, M. Mayor. |

appreci ate the opportunity to offer perhaps just a
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1 few thoughts, in order to summarize the rage 4
2 procedure that has previously occurred in this

3 matter and set the record for tonight's public

4 hearing, and then ultimately the council's

5 deliberation relating to bill nunber 780.

6 As the council is fully aware, the people
7 of the state of Nevada passed Question 2 at the

8 general election in Novenber of 2016. Question 2

9 | egal i zed the adult use of recreational marijuana
10 under certain statutorily prescribed circunstances.
11 It's inportant to note that as a conponent of
12 Question 2, neither this city council nor any other
13 city council or County comm ssion in the state of
14 Nevada can crimnalize the adult use or possession
15 of recreational marijuana, as long as it's done
16 within the limts and constraints prescribed by
17 chapter 453D of the Nevada revi sed statutes.
18 think that's an inportant point to nake clear as we
19 begi n the di scussion tonight.
20 And that is the Fallon city council is
21 not consi dering toni ght whether the adult use or
22 possessi on of recreational marijuana should be
23 legal within the city of Fallon.
24 That question has already been answered by the
25 people of the state of Nevada and the Fallon city
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1 council has no authority to change it. rage
2 What is within the council's legislative

3 authority to consider and what will be consi dered

4 tonight is whether marijuana facilities and certain
5 nmedi cal marijuana establishnments shoul d be al |l owed
6 within the city of Fall on.

7 Question 2, specifically left this issue to

8 | ocal governnents, in our case the city council, to
9 decide and to deal with through zoning regul ati ons
10 and |icensing requirenents.
11 Zoning regul ations and |icensing requirenents
12 are acconplished legislatively for the adoption of
13 ordi nances, which is the path that this city

14 council has set out on.

15 The council began that |egislative process

16 on this issue with a public hearing back on May

17 1st, 2018. At that hearing the council heard

18 comments and testinony and received i nformation

19 fromvarious presenters and other information.
20 At the conclusion of that hearing the counci
21 gave city staff direction to draft a proposed
22 ordi nance prohibiting, through zoning regul ati ons,
23 certain marijuana facilities and nedical marijuana
24 establishnents within the city of Fall on.
25 The council's direction did
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not constitute any final action and was only the

initial step in this |legislative process that
shoul d conclude tonight with the possi bl e adoption
of an ordi nance.

Staff did prepare the ordi nance as directed,
and that ordinance was introduced as bill nunber
780 at the council's regular neeting, which was
held on May 15th, 2018. The public hearing on that
ordi nance was set for tonight.

Tonight city council nust deliberate in order
to determne the actual final legislation it wants
to approve. Tonight's hearing is not an appeal.
There has been no council action fromwhich to
appeal .

I nstead, the council will hold a public
heari ng where nenbers of the public, those present
wi Il have the opportunity to present comment,
information and testinony as it relates to this
or di nance.

And after that, hearing is concluded the
council wll proceed to deliberate and consi der
adopti on of an ordi nance. The ordi nance as
proposed, or excuse ne, the ordi nance nmaybe adopted
as proposed and introduced or anended in any way

the council sees fit, including legislating a zone
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or zones within which recreational marijuana

facilities and/or nedical marijuana establishnments
coul d be all owed.

city staff is present tonight wlling to
attenpt to answer any questions that the council
may have.

But because this is a purely legislative
matter left to the sole discretion of the city
council staff will have no coments or
recommendations to offer to the council regarding
how t he council should act.

with that introduction, M. Myor, | wll

yield the floor back to you, to describe the

conduct of agenda item six and seven.
MR, TEDFORD: (Ckay. As those of you who are
here May 1st, we only see about 80 in here so
|'"msorry that you, sone of you have to stand.
"' mgoing to go through sonme general
procedural rem nders, of how we wi |l conduct
this hearing tonight and rem nd the counci
if you don't see this red button on that,
one, you're not recording and two, you're not being
heard out there.
1f you cone to the podi um and

you intend to nmake a coment, speak loudly into the
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m crophone. Give you full nanme, who you

represent, if you do, and your address.
This is all being recorded, so it

isn't just so others outside can hear. This

isn't a court of law so there's no strict rules of
evi dence that apply or any procedure that applies.
Meetings conducted here are orderly and they're
civilized. That's the way |'ve done it for --

for many years and that's how we're going to do it
t oni ght .

May 1lst was a fine neeting. So you,
you know t hat [inaudi bl e] hear tonight. Your
comments are addressed to the council through ne,
and they're al so addressed to the audi ence through
nme.
The council is not subject to any
guestions. The council nmay have questions of you
[inaudible]. Try to keep your coments as
succi nct as possible. | don't have the tinme limt,
as nmayor.
There is one in the state of Nevada, | have

never held to it. |I rarely use ny gavel though I

m ght tonight, and it'll shock everybody up

here like it does when | do it. But just try to

keep your comments, as short as possible and on
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poi nt .

And if they're the sane thing | may tel
you to nove al ong, soneone already said that
or whatever. I'mtrying not to be rude but I'm
trying to be fair to everybody who's behind you.
You should nmute your tel ephones.

You can mute them you don't have to
silence them You may want to read when soneone's
trying to get hold of your famly.

on itemsix that we're going to get to,
I"'mgoing to read it and then we're going to hear
from t hose who are opposed like we did
last time we were there, and then we'll hear
those who are for it.

W' l|l hear those who are neutral. | wll get
sonme general comrents and then we'll end six. And
it's just the public hearing, okay? Everybody j ust
gets to talKk.

Then we' ||l nove to seven and then
"Il go through the rules of seven, but,
that's when the council gets to deliberate and
deci de what they want to do.

They may have sone questions of you, but
that's the tinme that the council gets to

di scuss and see what they want to do about this
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1 i ssue. It noves real snobothly here. So if

2 we keep those rules in mnd we'll do it

3 again snmoothly tonight. so let's just be nice,

4 be courteous.

5 No munbling when soneone tal ks, okay? |

6 won't allowthat. I'll just tell vyou,

7 let's be quiet and let's be fair and let's be

8 like Fallon is, okay?

9 So we'll nove to the public hearing for
10 nunbePI%gO, an ordi nance anendi ng the Fallon nuni
11 code to prohibit marijuana cultivation facilities,
12 marijuana testing facilities, marijuana product
13 manuf acturing facilities, marijuana distributors,
14 retail, marijuana stores, non-nedical, nedica
15 mari j uana i ndependent testing |abs, nedical
16 marijuana cultivation facilities, and facilities
17 for the production of edible marijuana products or
18 marijua- -- marijuana infused products in the city
19 of Fallon, and for other matters related there too,
20 for discussion only.

21 So at this tinme we'll hear comments opposed to

22 the adoption of this ordinance. Ardea, why don't

23 you start?

24 M5. CANEPA- ROTOLI:  Thank you, mayor.

25 Menbers of the council, mayor, | appreciate you
Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
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1 again having us here tonight to hear this topic.
2 been before you a few tines now.

3 | kind of just wanted to take us back to,
4 | guess, how we ended up here. |

5 think, M. Erquiaga did a wonderful job

6 about kind of giving a brief history, but, ny

7 clients -- let ne start.

8 | represent MVR&D t he owners of G een

9 Cross Farmacy. My nane is Ardea Canepa-Rotoli.

10 | amw th the firm Maddox, Segerbl om & Canepa in
11 Reno, 10403 Doubl e R Boul evard, Reno, Nevada,

12 89521.

13 we wanted to get in front of the council

14 to have the G een Cross Farmacy get a letter to be
15 able to finalize their provisional licensing from
16 the state for their recreational. They have the

17 provi sional |icensing contingent upon that zoning.
18 So we were hoping to get in front of the

19 council with a very narrow issue as to their

20 location. | understand that we're well beyond

21 that now and we're dealing with the ordi nance

22 before us,but | think that that is

23 to a point where this ordinance i s overbroad.

24 So we're hoping that -- we understand

25 that the ordinance was voted on to at |east be
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1 drafted, but we're hoping that the council can rage 12
2 reconsider in actually voting this ordi nance

3 t hrough, and reconsider how broad it is,

4 the vacuumof it, and at least for ny clients

5 reconsi der the recreational dispensary for their

6 | ocati on.

7 Because that's kind of what we were

8 beginning with to get in front of the council

9 to consider. And so this ordinance we just feel is
10 extrenely overbroad at |east in that regard.
11 It kind of went into a vacuum beyond what
12 we were hoping to get in front of the council for.
13 But | understand we're here and so I'mgoing to
14 talk about this bill.
15 The May 1st neeting | know -- and
16 agai n, thank you so nmuch for sitting and |i stening.
17 | know you're here for three hours and you heard a
18 l ot of information fromboth sides and there was a
19 | ot for you to consider.
20 | hope that we're not keeping you here for
21 three hours again tonight. | amnot going to rehash
22 what we tal ked about at the l|ast, counci

23 neeting. | want to just really address sone of
24 the issues that cane up at the end.

25 The first being that | know, sone of
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you really have a concern about that recreational

marijuana and marijuana in general is against
federal |aw.

and we tal ked about that. But I
wanted to nention that while the council has
approved nedical marijuana facility, nedical is
al so agai nst federal |aw.

so | think the state has nmde
it clear, the people of the state have nade it
ear that they want, nmarijuana, nedical and
recreational.

The city of Fallon | know supported

that nedical marijuana was allowed the facility
and we have that now.

And so while it is against federal |aw,
there's a lot of things, and I know there's
others here in the roomtonight that are going
to talk nore in depth on the federal issue,and
have sone really good insight and information and
you guys can ask questions of.

But | just want you to consider that because,
the city of Fallon has kind of already junped
that hurdle on allow ng sonething that is against
federal |aw.

The other thing | do want to nention that
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I know we did touch on this at the | ast neeting but

I think it's so inportant for the safety of this
community, is the fact that if we do not have a
recreational over the counter adult use facility in
the city of Fallon, there is going to be a problem
with hone growh and it's going to be very, very
difficult for Iaw enforcenent to enforce that
I Ssue.
Because if there is a facility, as we've

tal ked already, wthin that 25-mle radi us people
can't do honme grow h.

so | think that w thout having
a facility here it's going to open up,
nei ghbors growi ng, hone grows with [inaudible] that
could start fires, with pesticides that there's no
control over, with really a difficult to regul ate,
honme grow and what's being sold and
what's bei ng used for personal use.

And so | think by having this recreational

facility here, dispensary, and again, |I'm
ki nd of focusing on the dispensary because that's
what ny clients were here for in the beginning.

It's really going to hel p | aw enf orcenent

here to help with that home grow, illegal

25 honme grow problem Before | kind of turn it
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over to others, | just wanted to tal k about the

other issue that | think is kind of difficult.

To be honest, it was difficult for ne to
grasp

years back before | kind of got into this industry
on a legal standpoint, is the difference between
nmedi cal recreational and, you know, the adult use,
the over-the-counter on howit really integrates

t oget her .
The CBD oils, he nedical use that

peopl e are using, and not just people, |

actually use CBD oil for ny dog who is riddled with
she's going to be 14. She's riddled wth,

fatty tunors and the vet actually said there's CBD
oil out there that can really help with cancers in
dogs.

And so | have had her on that for pain
managenent for not only the cancer, but also for --
she's 14 so she has arthritis and such. But |
have noticed a huge difference on her since |I've
been using the CBD oil for that.

| wouldn't be able to go get a nedical card
for that and go purchase her, you know, purchase ny
dog that, so I'mable to go to a -- a recreationa
over the counter facility and purchase that.

And so there's going to be tines, and again,

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
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1 we have nurses here tonight that are going to get
2 nore into the nedical uses and how t hat

3 adult use over the counter crosses over with the

4 medi cal .

5 But | think it's an inportant thing that |
6 know it's hard to get over that

7 line, but there is really a crossover.

8 There's a | ot of people who either can't get a
9 nmedi cal card, can't afford to get the nedical card,
10 can't get a recommendation from a doctor
11 because maybe the doctor doesn't believe that
12 there's enough studies out there for Ms, for
13 epilepsy, but we know, studies out there, in
14 fact there was the NBC, | don't know if any of you
15 saw it, but, The G owi ng Prom se.
16 NBC did a study recently, a whole show on
17 it, that tal ks about how effective it is for
18 epi | epsy and M5. But doctors nay not necessarily
19 provide for a patient to get a card, but
20 they're able to go on their own to get into an
21 adult use over the counter facility and get that.
22 So | knowit's hard. | just ask that you just
23 think about and open your mnds to the fact
24 that there is really a crossover between that
25 nmedi cal, what they call recreational, it's adult
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use, it's over the counter. Like | said,

I've now done it for ny dog and it's
amazi ng.

And if | didn't have that recreational
facility, over the counter facility, | wouldn't
have that option for her. So, just please keep
an open mnd. We just don't think that bill
nunber 780 is going to be good for the
conmuni ty.

We certainly believe it's very
overbroad, for what ny clients were hoping to
get in front of the council for in the first place.
There's many ot hers here tonight that
have conme and I'mgoing to be brief, fanous
| ast words for an attorney | know.

But | do want to introduce Senator Tick
Segerblom He's here tonight and so he has a
few words to say. And again, thank you for you
guys, for your -- all your tine with this issue
because | know it's been a | ong process.

MR, TEDFORD: Thank you.

SENATOR SEGERBLOM  Thank you. |'m Senat or
Segerblom 700 South 3rd Street, Las Vegas, Nevada.
Counci |l man Erickson may be the only one who

remenbers this, but in 1965 when | was at
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[i naudi bl e] city high school we played the G eenwave

for our state football chanpionship and we won
[ 1 naudi bl e].

So for -- for those who were born, but
anyway,

| have to make that disclosure. Also I

apol ogi ze for ny face. | had a little skin cancer
that | thought was just going to be real sinple and
turned out it was deeper, but |I'm

alive so not to worry, _ _
just want to give a little explanation about

why we're here. As Ardea said, you know,
we passed nedical in the state constitution back in
2000. Then in 2016 the voters approved,
recreational marijuana. Wen we -- the |egislature
have been very active in this issue within the
state settings.

we went around the country to see how
the two prograns work, the nmedical and the
recreational. And so we saw in Col orado they
have two separate counters. They have two separate
basi cal | y products.

Wwe didn't see any reason for it
because basically they're the sanme products. So we
went to Oregon and we saw there where they've

actually nerged the two systens. So we
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didn't have to have two inventories, two growh

facilities.

Everything in this industry is tested
fromthe first day they put the plant in
the ground, they have a little barcode on it. It's
all regulated. It's tested fully. W have -- we
have the best industry in the country.

we di scovered was there's no
purpose in having two separate industries. we
can just nerge the two. And we had the best
I ndustry in the country, frankly.

So the governor, the governor's |ead, he
proposed | egislation which we foll owed, which
basically put the two prograns together as of |ast
July 1st.

and that happened. what we had was we
had a nmedi cal program that had been out there and
peopl e have had a chance to see it, so you knew
what you were getting, and we just [inaudible] pull
the switch and said we increased the taxes and
said, okay, nowit's going to be a conbi ned
program

Not every city didn't have to do that. You
kept just your nedical program you haven't

gone to recreational, but the reality is it's not
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like you' re creating a whol e new system

It's basically you' re just changing the
narre.

It's going to be the sane product. It actually
gives you nore flexibility. Mdire products are
avai |l abl e through recreational than nedical. At

the end of the day it's al nbst one-year anniversary
here com ng up July 1st, it sold over a

mllion dollars a day in sales around the

state. It's really been a trenmendous, access.
And it's not’li ke people are using it that

didn't already use it. It's now the people who were
using it before, who had the hone grows, who had
the stuff fromMNorthern California, from Southern
Oregon, now they have sonething that's been fully

t est ed.

There's no pesticide, there's no fertilizer.
There's nothing in the program There's no mtes.
So it really is -- if you're going to use, consune
sonet hi ng, you want people to consune the best.

They can deliver for Reno, [inaudible] just
approach this, the firms going to have di spensary.
It's not like they're not going to be able to --
people will get it. It's really what you can have
here for your citizens if you decide to do it.

| just wanted to assure you that this is not
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like creating the new wheel. This is basically

taki ng the same program and nmaking it what they
call recreational, but it just increases the taxes
on people that buy recreational and it allows for a
br oader scope of products. So thank you very nuch.

MR, TEDFORD: Thank you, Senator. Good | uck
wi th that cancer.

SENATOR SEGERBLOM | forgot to say ny
daughter is one of the attorneys, so you have to
support your daughter, right?

MR TEDFCORD: Yeah. W know who it is. Yes,
sir.

MR, SOBEL: Hello, I'mKen Sobel. | reside
at 2152 Crown Hill Road in San Diego, California,
and | also own property in the Sout heast corner of
Nevada, in the |ittle area near Tecopa Springs.
what |'ve been doing over the last 15
years primarily is representing our veterans who
served us recently in the Irag war and in
Af ghani stan and the troubles that they've
experienced on their way back with post-traumatic
stress disorder.

And so | actually wote the petition to

approve post-traumatic stress disorder as a

qualifying condition for patients to safely access
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. . Page 22
for Arizona because they were refusing to do so.

And at that sanme tinme | nmet up with the
advocates who were in Nevada and we provi ded them
with a copy of our petition. Fortunately, the
| egi sl ature then noved forward and qui ckly adopted
PTSD as a qualifying condition in Nevada.

And neanwhile | struggl ed through anot her
coupl e of years [inaudible] the departnent of
health services only to win a conplete victory.
Proving that cannabis is the safest and nost
effective really treatnent for post-traumatic
stress disorder that our veterans have suffered
from

We know t hat between 22 and 50 veterans or
active service nmenbers commt suicide every single
day.

And what happened with the pharnacol ogy that
they give to these veterans is under a strong
war ni ng because it gives us an ideation, elevates
the level, the ideation of suicide.

So in essence you were giving these veterans
phar maceuti cal drugs that were never intended for
this particular issue, even though those drugs
el evated the likelihood that that person m ght

commt suicide. Fortunately, with cannabis it's
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entirely safe.

It's a plant nedicine. It was used in Jesus's
time. That's what he anointed and ot hers anointed
when they descri be those aspects of anointing the
feet or massaging the feet.

Jesus woul d travel from one place to another
and he'd arrive and they'd offer to anoint the oil
for his feet and he would turn around and say, no.
I will do that for you. And basically what they're
doi ng was [inaudible] was the name for cannabis
back at the tine.

And they utilized that by extracting the
medi ci ne from cannabis using olive oil. This is al
docunent ed.

It's in the Bible. And now we know as of 1996
t hey di scovered the hunman endocannabi noi d system
and now we know that the feet are where they're
Chuck full of receptors that interact directly with
cannabis and relieve pain or release suffering and
all of those things.

But | was al so asked to comment on sonet hi ng
that has been in the question, in the mnds of many
fol ks here. And so that was the question about the
federal |aw

And so |'m probably in a pretty
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good position to respond to this because |I worked

with and I wote the bill for the US Virgin Islands
and their probl em because they're a federal
territory.

So that's even nore of an inportant question
for them But it turns out that in 1937 when they
first passed prohibition on cannabis, they did it
over the AMA's objection.

And 30 years later that tax act was actually
overturned by the Supreme court by constitutional
order. And that's when in 1971 they did the
Control |l ed Substance Act.

Wel |, paragraph 29 of this,
control |l ed substance act specifically says that
states are entitled to do what they think is best
for their state when it cones to regul ating
mar i j uana.

And so that's how all 30 states that we have
now, approxi mately, have handl ed this subject.
We're free to do it within the 10th Arendnent, to
be able to have our own policy on marijuana. And
that's what the voters approved here in Nevada.

Those cases, so I'mtrying to renenber the
nane, | believe it was the,the nbost recent

case was the Wiite Mountain case that they tried to
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Page 25
take to the Suprene court where the state of

Arizona had ruled no it's legal for themto have a
nmedi cal marijuana system

That was appealed to the Ninth Crcuit and the
Ninth Grcuit denied it. Another case earlier than
that went to the Ninth Crcuit, it was denied, and
then went to the Suprene Court. So the Suprene
Court can say, well, they are going to hear our
case because we've got at |east four votes.

O we're not -- every tine the issue has cone
up where soneone's tried to appeal it fromthe
Ninth Grcuit it's been defeated because the
Suprene Court doesn't have four votes to overturn
t hat .

So the law of the land is sinple, states have
a 10th Amendnent right to incorporate into their
own state policy their own marijuana | aws, and the
federal governnment is not authorized to tell us
what to do. | don't know if that's clear enough.

But so in where we were at in,
the territories is that they were federal
territories so there weren't really state |aws. So
that was even a little nore conplicated for them

But even as to them the territories of Guam

and Puerto Rico have already established a nedi cal
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marijuana program So, I don't know if it's Page 26
appropriate to take questions if you happen to have
any questions on that subject. It's pretty clear at
this point.

MR. TEDFORD: They will ask questions if
t hey

have them yeah
MR, SOBEL: But right now the current
state is that the federal governnent has a hands-

of f approach in accord with a congressi onal act
that was passed first in 2014.

So they still have federal prohibition in
pl ace, but since 2014 they've said you can't spend
any noney in a state |like Nevada to try to
interfere wwth their own regul ated program That
has been renewed at least 15 tines and is in place
ri ght now.
So basically the federal position is in
all the 30 states or alnopst 30 states and in all
the territories federal probation doesn't apply.
And the next step, there's a bill before
Congress that President Trunp has agreed to support
which will, again, reiterate the sovereignty of
each state to decide what it wants to do.
So ny biggest passion as | go back to the

beginning is there are a | ot of veterans who |ive
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_ . _ Page 27
in this coommunity, as |'ve began to research the

ar ea.
Aand the area that | conme fromin San Di ego,

38 percent of that entire population is either
an active service nenber, a veteran, or a famly

nmenber, immediate famly nenber.

And so this is really a high priority for us.
when t hese heroes cone back to hone and are

suffering the way that they are, to prohibit them
frombeing able to legally and safely access this

is alnost cruel, and really in a sense doesn't
certainly repay themfor the service that they gave
for this country.
MR, TEDFORD: But are they enabled to get a
nmedi cal marijuana card? |Is that what you're saying?
MR, SOBEL: No. They can get it but there are
certain obstacles and obstructions that occur. It's
sonme interference, if you like. They're still able
to get [inaudible].
MR, TEDFORD: And what's that interference?
MR, SOBEL: Well, sonme people can't afford the
medi cal recommendation that they have to purchase.
Sone of them nmay not have it with them when
they need to arrive at the dispensary. It's a good

question, but all cannabis is nedical cannabis and
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everyone who uses cannabis uses it for a nedica

reason. The differences in the nane-

MR, TEDFORD: This is -- quiet --
quiet, please. I'msorry, you
really touch a hardcore in Fallon when you're
tal ki ng about veterans.

MR. SOBEL: Absol utely.

MR. TEDFORD: Probably nore so than
anywhere, than maybe San Di ego. But | have a hard
time with soneone who is a veteran not getting a
nmedi cal marijuana card. Now, it's not our
responsibility to nake sure they take it to a
facility. You know, | seek the wi sdomas to why
soneone doesn't have a nedical nmarijuana card when
they go to a facility that they need.

MR. SOBEL: Absolutely.

MR. TEDFORD: |'m | ooking for why
they are denied a nedical marijuana card. Is there
sonething in the VA systemthat says you cannot
have one --

MR SOBEL: No. No. No. No. No.

MR. TEDFORD: when you're
fighting PTSD?

MR SOBEL: Not at all. Everybody has it. You

know, just to give you a sense for this, you know,
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1 the viewis when you go to fulfill a prescriptioﬁ?ge “
2 at a pharmacy, you have a prescription, they

3 sonetinmes prescribe ibuprofen in |arge doses, for

4 exanpl e.

5 But you can go to the counter and sinply

6 purchase aspirin or ibuprofen. The difference is

7 that a thousand people | ast year died of an

8 overdose of aspirin and not a single person has

9 ever died froman overdose of cannabis. But to your
10 poi nt --
11 MR, TEDFORD: But you're getting the sane
12 product at the facility here, whether you have a ne
13 -- a nedical marijuana card or you're getting a
14 recreation.
15 MR SOBEL: Exactly.
16 MR. TEDFORD: [l naudi bl e].
17 MR SOBEL: That's right. The supply chain is
18 definitely intact and it's both for nedical
19 and it's for adult use. The difference is that in
20 adult use where nost people carry their state
21 i ssued ID, whether it's usually a driver's |icense,
22 but sonetines an ID card, is it' stays there in
23  your pocket.
24 So it facilitates the ease in which you're
25 able to access it. That's nmy point. So |
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support an adult process where if you're 21 and Page 30
ol der, | nean, you don't have to be 21 and older to
buy aspirin and that's nore likely to kill you than

ot her things.

MR. TEDFORD: Well, either way here in Nevada,
you got to be 21 or ol der --

MR, SOBEL: I'msorry. | didn't say 21? |
meant to say 21.

MR. TEDFORD: Yeah. You were saying
sonet hi ng
about ease of access. Here you have to be 21 or

ol der either way. Medical or recreationally.

MR SOBEL: Right. So that's --

MR, TEDFORD: We have a record that we're
trying to keep clean, so either way you have to be
21. | think you have a question here.

MR ERICKSON: I have a statenent.
| think we're going to hear a lot this --
this subject matter from nmany nenbers here about,
marijuana in general, but please renmenber
that's not exactly what we're deciding here or even
our issue.

I know a bunch of people are
going to cone up here and say the benefits of using
marijuana and recreational marijuana and then we're

goi ng to have people that are opposed to it, how it
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i npacts community and kind of what brand

it puts on our city and especially with
it being on our main street here.
So, you know, to tal k about the
| egitimacy or the positive or the negative, inpact,
I npacts of recreational marijuana | don't think
Is inportant. | think what's inportant is what
Robert just pointed out, what's in front of us.
We're not deciding recreational marijuana
tonight. So | just wanted to put that out there
when we have people that are going to go on |ong
tangents about how bad it is or how good it
Is. I, you know, that's not what we're really
deciding. So | hope that hel ps.

MR, SOBEL: And so we never encourage anyone
who hasn't becone to the point where either a
doctor or a friend or anyone el se has recomended
for their personal, physical or illness to do
anything at all.

What happens with ordinances like this is it
prevents the 55 percent of the people that wanted
it to be available in a sense over the counter,
which is the way | look at it, and the 45 percent
that said we don't want to, to the 45 percent we

don't want themto feel conpelled to do anything.
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Page 37
And we feel that, you know, you can educate

your ki ds because they'll go to college and they'l|
Google it and they'll find what I'mtelling you
because it's avail abl e.

And it's the fact that you having a human
endocannabi noid system all of us who are sitting
here have one. W produce the sane nol ecule from
our own body and we end up in a situation where we
need to suppl enent that.

MR. TEDFORD: We're not tal king about going
into college, we're tal king about here in the city
of Fallon. So what el se do you have to
tell us about that?

MR, SOBEL: That was pretty nuch it. And |
just wanted to nmake sure we covered the federal
portion of it because |'d understood it
[i naudi ble]. And so |I'm happy that you got to hear
all that.

MR, TEDFORD: Ckay. Thank you very much for
your testinony. | appreciate it.

M5. CANEPA-ROTCLI: | just wanted to nmake
clear clarification for the record, because you
wanted to make a clear record. It's actually 18
and ol der for nedical, 21 and ol der --

MR, TEDFORD: Ckay. 18 and ol der for nedical.
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Thank you. | appreciate that. Page 353

MR. G LBERT: Hello, Joey Gl bert, for the
record. Council and mayor, thank you for letting ne
appear tonight.

MR, TEDFORD: | need your address and who
you

represent?
MR. G LBERT: Joey G lbert representing
nmysel f. 201 West Liberty Street, Suite 210

Reno, Nevada, 89501.
MR, TEDFORD: You nust be an attorney.

MR G LBERT: Yes, sir.

MR, TEDFORD: Liberty Street is [inaudible]
but attorneys on Liberty Street.

MR. G LBERT: Very true, sir. Liberty Street
or justice. And you know, so I just want to be
briefing that | cane out here because | thought
this was just for the support of the
di spensary and | didn't think there was a
nor at ori um coni ng.

' ve now been working in this
I ndustry now since 2013, since the governor signed
it. As soon as | got involved, ny nother, nuch
like a lot of the people in this roomcalled nme up
and said, son, what are you doing? You' re going to

be disbarred. Don't touch that.
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And | said, nom it's state law. It's here.

And so what | would just cone in and say -- say
i ke, caution yourself a little bit. Listen, the
world didn't stop.

You know, marijuana is not the devil. It's not
going to hurt anybody. It has to be

regul ated. It absolutely has to be taxed.

But the beauty of what we're doing here in the

state and what these special use l|licenses do, these
privileged licenses, chief, if one of these guys

screws up you get their license so fast their head
spi ns.

And that -- and that's what we need to get,
everyone needs to get, you know, just try and
under stand. Because marijuana is here. Marijuana is

here in this County, it's in this city--
absol utely.

Everyone in this room know soneone they can
reach out to, or soneone that's been invol ved
in that, or the chief I'msure knows nore than
everyone. But at the end of the day, it's here.

What |'m saying, what |'mgoing to encourage
you to do is to tax it, regulate it, put
you folks in charge of where it goes and put you

fol ks in charge of who gets
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t hose | i censes.

And if they screw up, gone. That quick. And so
what | would like to say is, listen, ghost
patients, they brought up veterans.

Wiy can't they get those cards? I'll tell you
why. | don't want to be designated that | have
PTSD. | don't want to lose nmy kids. | don't want to
lose ny car. | don't want to | ose ny job. \Wen you
get | abeled like sonething |like that, everyone
| ooks at you funny.

| have PTSD. | have a traumatic brain injury
fromny fighting days. |'mnot going to get al
personal up here, but |I don't want to have to get a
medi cal card. If | want to get sonmething that's no
different than al cohol or cigarettes, keep it away
fromour kids and teenagers, dammt, for sure.

I"msorry; I'"'mnot a big fan of that. But as
long as we're reqgulating it and we've got the
people that we trust, |awrakers, keeping an eye on
things, this is Nevada. Gam ng, alcohol, it's been
regul at ed.

And out here | believe you guys woul d do
a fine job, you know. You get to decide
where these things go. You get to

deci de who gets them And if they screw up this,
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o> And so | would just caution you to give these

3 peopl e a chance. They've worked so hard; they're

4 following state law. And the | ast

5 thing I wanted to bring up this nost inportant,

6 this isn't sonething that Trunp's going to sign.

And just so you guys know, | did work for

8 M. Trunp. You usually can't say that in the state
9 t hese days.
10 MR. TEDFORD: vYou talk to us not
11 t he audi ence.
12 MR G LBERT: |I'msorry, I'mjust letting
13 everybody know. | did work for M. Trunp. | spent a
14 |l ot of time on his canpaign. |'ve been assured that
15 they're going to sign this act. And this is a bil
16 in Congress right now.
17 It's actually put forth by, what is her
18 name? | call her Pocahontas. Senator Elizabeth
19 Warren. Okay. So the 10th Amendnent through
20 Entrusting States Act. What wll it do?
21 When this gets signed by the president, it
22 wi |l make sure that any person acting in conpliance
23 with state law relating to the manufacture or
24 production, possession, distribution, dispensation,
25 adm ni stration, or delivery of marijuana is no
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Page 37
| onger an of f ense.

It's an amendnent to the Controll ed Substances
Act. By the tinme these things are open, this wll
be signed. I"'msure of it. | would just let you
guys know that it's been noving across the
country.

America supports cannabis. | would just ask
you to caution yourselves. You have the ultimte
control here. Let these people get going and if
there's a problem you can renove it. The
stigmatismis not what you think anynore.

There's a | ot of good people that need access
to this. And | don't agree that everyone uses it
for nedical reasons.

| use -- | believe that sone people use it
just because it's an escape for themjust like

al cohol is, just like a cigarette is. Just like the

prescription drugs are killing our kids across the
country.
Cannabis is not harnful. It's not, you

know, addictive. There's all kinds of

properties. I'"'mnot going to revisit that because
you' ve asked us not to, but I'mjust going to say
it's not the boogeyman anynore.

Pl ease don't shut it out. You have all the
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2 MR. TEDFORD: |'mnot sure where to start. You

3 started with -- excuse ne, just a

4 nmonment .

5 MR. G LBERT: Sure.

5 MR TEDFCORD: Starting with noney. And |'ve

7 been criticized for not wanting the revenue that

8 cane fromthis. But |I'mnore concerned

9 about ny conmunity than |I'mrevenue.

10 MR. G LBERT: Yes, sir.

11 MR. TEDFORD: And then we went to hel ping

12 peopl e who don't want to get a nedical card because

13 they don't want to have a stigma of -- or |ose

14 their children over having PTSD. | can

15 under st and t hat.

16 And then we got to rely on sonebody in

17 Congress, and believe ne, | don't believe

18 federal law is the panacea here. That's not going

19 totell me what -- how -- | don't vote, just so you

20 know.

21 They all know, they were here. That's not

22 the panacea to ne what the federal governnent is

23 going to tell ne, any nore than anybody else tells

24 nme how we should run the city of Fallon.

25 so, | certainly wouldn't rely on what
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_ _ _ Page 39
soneone in the federal governnment said a bill's

going to be like sonewhere down the road. And
you' ve certainly been doing your job | ong enough to
know t hat .

MR. G LBERT: Yes, sir.

MR. TEDFORD: How that may change. who
woul d ever thought we were sitting down in North
Kor ea?

MR, G LBERT: Absolutely, sir. Agreed.

MR. TEDFORD: Ckay. So | don't know what m ght
get done down there in the next, you know, year. So
let's start with the noney.

The conmm ssioners in this County,
who | know as friends and | believe in,
and | believe they ban this in their County for
a good reason, | think. I don't know what it is
entirely. They banned nedi cal and
recreational .
And the way the setup, | read it
to you all last tine, | don't understand how under
the plan that the state set up they get
88,000 in revenue fromthe sale of marijuana.
we at | east have
nedi cal and we get 12,000. So you don't cone in

here unl ess you know that and talk to ne about
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revenue. So we put 3 percent on this or whatever in

some small franchise or whatever fee.
It's not revenue; it's about how | perceive ny
comunity and what these fol ks vote
toni ght about noney. And so |'mnot going to fault
them either way. You |ooked at ne; she's in a
[ naudi bl e] .
MR. G LBERT: Sorry.
MR. TEDFORD: any nore than how the
conm ssion voted. And they got a whole |ot nore
noney than we have.
And these fol ks at | east saw that they

felt nmedical was necessary in the community, nmaybe
to help the PTSD person who they didn't know they
didn't want to get a nedical card because they're
not in the position to know.

So it cones down to what we know at this
particular tinme and how we vote in a particul ar
pl ace. And to direct -- to address Ardea how I
addressed you earlier, w're not going to vote
every time sonmeone wants to set up a dog on nedi cal
or -- medical or recreational facility, we're going
to one tinme and then they just cone and get a
busi ness license. It's sinple to do it here.

They vote tonight we're going to do

40
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recreational, we're not going to cone in here

t onorrow when you want to set one up. It's one
time, okay? That's why it's all in one |lunp sum

t hi ng here.

How t hey decide to vote they decided

to vote. So to nake it sinple is noney isn't the
deciding factor. If we were worried about PTSD, we
woul dn't have done nedical, but we did because we
were worried about your second point of PTSD.

We can't solve everybody's problens here. All
we can do is do a little bit for what we have for
our conmunity. And I'mgoing to rely on what they
do here tonight. However, they vote, |'mgood wth.

MR, G LBERT: Yes, sir.

MR, TEDFORD: So -- and |I'mcertainly not
going to rely on what Congress does, ever. And |'ve
been doing this awhile.

MR. G LBERT: That's awesone.

MR, TEDFORD: So you can read nme about M.
VWar r en.

MR, G LBERT: | could just nention though, |I'm
sorry if | brought --

MR, TEDFORD: One nore thing and we've got to
nove to the next person. Ckay. M. Gl bert?

MR. G LBERT: Yes, sir.
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MR ERICKSON: M. Mayor before M.

Gl bert finish.

MR. TEDFORD: Go ahead.

MR. ERICKSON: 1In the interest of the
record, the city of Fallon is not |icensed or
no community |icense regul ates or supervises
marij uana operations under the state statute. That
function lies with, the state governnent, the
department of taxation and the departnent of
heal t h.

So what we're doing here tonight as M.

[ 1 naudi bl e] pointed out was voting on zoning
ordi nance as to whether or not to permt
recreational marijuana and other forns of marijuana
busi ness in certain zones in the city of Fall on.

MR. G LBERT: Yes, sir.

MR. ERICKSON: And that's what the issue is.
So | don't want any confusion. And | think we need
to have a clear record on that.

MR G LBERT: And I wasn't confusing. What |
was sinply saying is that by regulating and taxing,
it's here anyway, |ike the Senator said. It's here
anyway. It's all throughout this County and
t hroughout the city, it's in the neighboring cities

delivering it here.

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com



http://www.litigationservices.com

FALLON CI TY COUNCI L MEETI NG - 06/ 19/2018

1 MR, TEDFORD: No question and I'Il -- et nZ?ge "
2 interrupt you, it's not going away. | do not

3 believe it's going away. We have all the kinds

4 of police and the County as the Sheriff's and it's
5 not going away in our opinion, or at least in ny

6 opi nion. And what M. Erickson

7 saying is, and last tine they had as one of

8 their expert witnesses was a regulator. W' re not

9 wal ki ng in the doors.
10 We're driving by the parking lot. They have
11 regul ators at the state who regulate these -- this
12 busi ness. W don't go in the doors and see how

13 they're doing and are you doing this right and that
14 right. They have a problemin the parking |ot,

15 we're there in a heartbeat. This is Fallon. It's a
16 six-mnute town. You're not used to it. Boom we're
17 there. Ckay? So when you get siXx

18 m nut es away, breathe easier.

19 MR. G LBERT: Yes, sir.
20 MR, TEDFORD: But right now we're on you.
21 Ckay? So -- and Bob nakes a good point about that.
22 H there.
23 M5. MONTERO Hello everyone. My nane is Julie
24 Montero; |I'ma registered nurse at the state of
25 Nevada since 2006.
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: And | have had the pleasure to neet your rage a4
2 community this week. |1've been up here earlier |ast
3 week to be able to educate your community about

4 cannabi s and nedicine and | even spoke at your,

5 f ood, what was the nane of that, Steve? Food?

6 MR, TEDFORD: Food hub.

v M5. MONTERO  The food hub. And that is an

8 excel l ent programthat you guys have in this

9 comunity. | have actually --
10 MR, TEDFORD: Did you give us your nanme and
11 addr ess?
12 M5. MONTERO Ch yes. My apologies. Julie
13 Mont ero, 5648, [inaudible] Street, North Las Vegas,
14 Nevada, 89031. And it's an ElI [inaudible]. |
15 di scovered cannabis while working in sone of the
16 ERs down in Southern Nevada in 2010.
17 And | as a nedical provider was really
18 concerned in the fact that |'m highly experienced,
19 I've worked as a pediatric ER trauma nurse for many
20 years, along with the County hospital. |'ve given
21 my time and efforts to nedicine and yes. | was a
22 Nancy Reagan just so no.
23 I was raised very conservative, in a very
24 Christian hone and | knew that cannabis was a
25 schedul e one drug, so you're not supposed to touch
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it. But ny patients were coming in and they were ad¢ 43

using it.

So as a professional, as a nurse, it is ny
duty that if there's a lack or a bridge or a need
that nmenber or that patient neans that

we build that bridge.

And one thing | noticed, | said, well, this is
great news. W have cannabis for our cancer

patients, our PTSD and all these other conditions.
Where do we send our patients, our consuners?

Vll [inaudible], it's called the bl ack
mar ket and it's behind the stratosphere and |'m
i ke, we don't have di spensaries. W had a program
for nine years with no safe access. So |, as a
regi stered nurse for ny duty was to bring safe
access and safe product to the state.

And | have made it a commtnment of mne. And |
had wonderfully, met Senator Tick Segabl om who
was sponsoring sone bills back in 2013.

And fromthen until where we are today, we now
have di spensaries, which bring us safe access, and
we have safe product |ines.

Because there's a lot of things that can
happen al ong the way when they're growing with

pesticides and it's very, very vital for any
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1 consuner to nmake sure that there aren't any harnfu
2 effects because if you' re auto i mmune deficient or
3 have i ssues, those can cause serious probl ens.

4 So the fact that we have nedical dispensary's
5 in your community of Fallon is phenonenal. But one
6 thing I noticed, | had to drive fromLas Vegas up
7 to Reno and | drove 60 nmiles here and | noticed

8 where Fal |l on was.

9 Now, what's the benefit of having a
10 recreational dispensary here? We already know a | ot
11 of patients can't get it for whatever reason. | can
12 give you a whole list of reasons and a | ot of other
13 peopl e here can too.
14 But you guys, don't you have snow up here?
15 Have you -- do you know what it's like to drive? |
16 lived in Wom ng for five wonderful years and snow
17 is not nmy friend.
18 | f you have patients or consuners that can't
19 get it recreationally and have to drive 30 to 60
20 mles, for nme as a nurse, you're in pain, that's
21 the worst thing you can do is put one of your
22 consuners in a vehicle in pain and have to drive
23 t hat di stance.
24 So safety for ne as a nurse is a vitally
25 I nportant aspect of it. | know you guys have a
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really, really hard decision. You three. You're

going to do the best thing for your community, but
I, as a nedical provider want to say not everyone
can access it nedically.

And pl ease consider this in giving
your constituents. | have seen a couple of them
they were here today. They told ne a story. There
was an ol der gentleman, he is 80 years old, on a
mllion, | don't want to say a mllion but it was
on a | arge amount of opiates.

And hi s daughter conmes to ne just |ast night
and says, how do we get ny father off these
opiates? It's really killing him And you guys have
t he opportunity to provide nedicine to people.

He actually bears arnms. He loves to
apply his Second Anrendnent right. And as a patient
he knows he can't have a card. So allowing it
recreationally will give that individual the
opportunity to actually heal. | just want to thank
you for your tine.

I f you guys have any questions or concerns --

oh, | am about education. | started Cannabis
Nur ses Magazi ne about two and a half years ago
because everyone kept telling ne there wasn't

enough research or educati on.
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So I'mgoing to |l eave this here with you. |

own the copyright to the so you guys can copy and
share them anongst you, especially you three. So if
I don't know how to bring [inaudible].

MR. TEDFORD: Yeah.

M5. MONTERO  Happy reading. One of themis
actually on opi ate dependency, which is actually as
a nurse | have helped, | could say probably over 80
patients just in Las Vegas al one cone off of their
opi ates and their dependency and they're using
cannabis. And they don't have their nedical card.

They have their recreational ability. My
not her, she suffers from Al zheiner's. My sister
cares for her. And ny nomcan't just go down and
get her card to go to, she's too old. Love
her to death.

But ny sister has the ability to
recreationally go pick up that nedicine for her and
gi ve us those precious nonents with her. | thank
you for your tinme, mayor and council [inaudible].

MR. TEDFORD:. Thank you.
M5. MONTERO. Thank you very much.
MR. TEDFORD: It should be noted,
j ust one nonent, please. You can go ahead.

It should be noted, it made ne think about
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when Jul i e gave us those things,

that everything that's been submitted to us since
the last neeting, will be incorporated in the
record.

So, including a couple of things provided
tonight and this that you provided. So, all
t hese things have been put in a file that have been
submtted, in witing will be attached to the
m nutes for this neeting tonight.

Thank you. Including your statenent, Dave,
that you gave us. Absolutely you can. call you
up next. Hi.

M5. MANUS: Thank you, mayor. Thank you,
council, staff. My nanme is Heather Manus, |'m a
regi stered nurse. My address is 2152 Crown Hill
Road, San Diego, California. I"'ma
regi stered nurse.

"' m known as Nurse Heather and, |
come from New Mexi co where | worked wth,
native Anerican and Hi spanic patients
patients primarily. |I'ma home health psych
nurse. That's ny background. And | cared for
patients in their hone, including cannabis
patients.

| actually came to know about cannabis as
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nmedi ci ne because ny patients had cannabis on their
nmedi cation record. | started to |learn nore
about that. | saw a |lot of the benefits, which you
all have heard of. | won't go into those.

But what that did is it enabled ne, because |

have questions and | went to the state, eventually
| was asked to be a nedical director for one of

t hese dispensaries. And to date |I'mthe | ongest

runni ng nedi cal director in medical cannabis
di spensary history, from 2009 till 2016.

Part of ny job was to nake sure that | had the
information and | was, sharing that know edge
with our staff because we wanted our staff to be,
knowl edgeable in all of these things.

| had the great opportunity of going to
nmedi cal cannabi s conferences. And many of these
conferences are incredi bl e because they have the
researchers that conme fromall over the world to
train us as heal thcare professionals.

A |ot of research doesn't necessarily
happen in the US but around the world it is
happening and there's a |ot out there. | speak,
teach and present nationally and internationally.

None of the speaking and teaching that | do

makes ne as nervous as standing in front of
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1 council. So please forgive ne if | shake a IittIFe)?ge >
2 bit.
3 MR. TEDFORD: Just relax. This is easy.
4 M5. MANUS: It's so nuch better than one-on-
5 one.
6 MR, TEDFORD: We're not going to [inaudi bl e]

or anyt hi ng.

M5. MANUS: I learned through these

conf erences about the endocannabi noid system and
10 that science behind the plant. And so | teach about
11 the systemas well as cannabi noid t herapeutics.
12 One of the things that science is showing is
13 t hat because of this system simlar to what,
14 the attorney Ken had said was that although
15 patients use it for different reasons, it is
16 i npacting the systemthe sanme way.
17 So al though patients use it for different
18 reasons, at the very core, the systemitself is to
19 create bal ance or honeostasis between all of the
20 ot her systens in our body. And that's why it works
21 so well for so many ot her diseases.
22 when we tal k about recreational and
23 medical, it gets really touchy because we have
24 col | eagues in, Denver, Colorado, who -- she's a
25 hospi ce nurse.
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And what she said was that the rec, when

they went recreational in Colorado, it was life-
changi ng for her as a nurse because her patients
didn't have tine to get their their
medi cal cards.
Their famly nmenbers could just go to the
di spensary and access that nedicine for the | ast
hours or days, where they weren't maybe in such
a heavy state with sone of the pharnmaceutical s,
they were actually able to be present with their
famlies.
That's just one exanple of how there
really is no difference between that nedical and
that recreational access. | do want to
hammer in that the goal of state cannabis prograns
are to provide safe access to quality products.
That's what's happening right now for

nedi cal patients, that they are able to safely
access these quality products. | know Steve MNeil,
he's a friend of mne and he's a wonderful cannabis
busi ness owner right here in Fallon.

He's doing great work and providing service to
the residents here. | guess | will end there
because there are a | ot of people who want to

speak. But | would just ask you that the council to
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pl ease vote no on this prohibition of safe access.

As you heard, there are peopl e that
sinply can't access a card for one reason or
anot her. And having that ability to have the
medi cine is very, very inportant and many tines
vital. So thank you so nmuch for your tinme. | really
appreciate it. And | amavailable for questions if
you have any.

MR. TEDFORD: Thank you. | have one
person in the back. I'"'msorry. Way in the back.
Thank you very nuch. | appreciate it. Okay. Dave.

MR, DAVE: Ckay. Thank you, M. Mayor.

MR, TEDFORD: | need you Dave to speak into
that m crophone.

MR. DAVE: Thank you nenbers, Ri chardson
Eri ckson, M. Mayor | appreciate the chance to read
nmy statenent to you. |'ve provided it to you, but I
would like to read it into the record.

And I'm here specifically -- 1'd like to
address the three concerns you raised at your | ast
neeting where this issue was di scussed. First,
potential inpact on users.

We'd |ike to know what inpact there would be
on adult voluntary users that purchase their

cannabis in Fallon versus driving 20 mles to

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com



http://www.litigationservices.com

FALLON CI TY COUNCI L MEETI NG - 06/ 19/2018

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N D N DD DM DN P P P PP PP
ag A W N B O © 00 N o O B~ w N+, O

. ] . ] Page 54
purchase it in Fernley or farther [inaudible] and

Reno Sparks area.
And what inpact have you determ ned users have
occurred in those comunities? Second point is
a shortage of votes, |I'msorry, a shortage of
County votes in support of recreational marijuana.
County vote should not be your primary concern
in this matter since you represent the city not the
County. 46 percent of city voters expressed their
desire to have both recreational and nedicinal use
of cannabi s.

It seens that you have margi nalized the w shes
of half the constituents by claimng there was a
| ack of support in the County versus w shes of city
voters. And third, the conflict between |ocal and
federal |aws.

Yeah, there are some conflicts, but | believe
your concerns regarding federal |aws regarding
cannabi s are m splaced. The federal governnent has
shown no proclivity to enforce existing federal
| aws on state controll ed sales and use of cannabi s.

In fact, the federal governnent, which has
conpl ete jurisdiction over Native American
reservations, they actually have a nedical and

recreational dispensary called the Pesha' Nunma, |
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hope | pronounced that right, Cannabis Di spensary

i n Yerington.

It's on reservation territory. The state of
Nevada has | egalized the recreational use of
cannabis. | personally do not believe the counci
shoul d brush aside the state | aw and then use
federal law as the reason to deny Nevadans the
state approved right to purchase recreational
cannabi s.

| ask you to represent all of Fallon citizens,
not just half, give the people an opportunity to
spend their noney locally instead of going to the
Spar ks, Yerington or Fernley. And | have one
question to | eave you wth.

And that is if the
chanber of commerce's concept [inaudible] | ocal
Fal | on, does it just apply to 56 percent of the
popul ati on or do they want everybody's noney? And |
have sone pretty [inaudible] here, their
adverti senent for a pharmacy in Sparks [inaudible].

MR, TEDFORD: Thank you very nuch, Dave, for
your conmments. As al ways we appreciate them

MR. DAVE: Thank you.
MR. TEDFORD: Thank you. The vote fromthe

| ast neeting was in the city not the County,
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just to clarify. part of your comments. Ckay.

Yes. Nane and address for the record and --
M5. CHARLBURY: M nane is Tonya Charl bury,

824 Augusta Lane. And | canme here to say sonething
conpletely different, but this -- this has a
personal chord that it strikes with ne. | haven't
used cannabis but | have a friend who does, and the
friend lived in Menphis and was m serabl e and
wanted to come out here to Fall on.

But the friend, this was two years ago when
the legality was very nebulous, and the friend is a
Navy veteran with PTSD. And | thought one of the
reasons why he is mserable is because he lived in
Menphis, not in Fallon and it's very positive
community and | thought he m ght be happier here.

And so | suggested he relocate to Fallon and
he said, | need pot to keep ne going. And
| didn't really understand that concept, but he was
adamant about it and it wasn't legal at the tine
and it was problematic.
And | explained to himhow w |l you
get it. | don't like the snell. | don't want it to
nmy house, but good luck with that basically. But it
was di sconcerting to see when he couldn't get the

supply of the stuff how he personally unravel ed.
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And it got to the point where | told him

okay. I'Il put you in ny car and I'll drive you

t hrough Reno, hopefully you can find it sonmewhere.
And the personal trauma that the guy was going
through to actually get the stuff and just be okay
was real ly stark.

And | ended up actually driving himall the
way down to Las Vegas and driving himfrombus stop
to bus stop, hopefully he could nake eye contact
wi th sonebody who could sell himthe stuff
illegally.

But nmy point is that even though | don't
relate to it, | observed sonebody really having a
hard tinme with PTSD as a veteran, not having
conveni ent access to this stuff.

And perhaps the only difference that this
deci sion to make or not, to allow or not allow a
| ocal business here, it just nakes the access nore
conveni ent .

And how [i naudi ble] effect that can sonetines
have on sonebody having a really bad day surprised
me. But from personal observations it was dark.
Thank you.

MR, TEDFORD: (kay. Thank you, Tonya.

MR, SHUCK: Yes, sir. Hey, how are you al
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doi ng this eveni ng?

MR TEDFORD: Good.
MR. SHUCK: Good. My nane is N ck Shuck.
My address is 4865 Fiesta Lake street, Las Vegas,
Nevada, [inaudible] 130. | ama city boy com ng up
here to the country to tal k about why recreationa
cannabi s shoul d be | egal .
So | represent a bunch of clients down in
Clark County. one of ny largest is called the
Apot hecary Shop. They're one of the nobst busiest
di spensaries in Las Vegas. since last July
we' ve i ntroduced over 500,000 people to
recreational cannabis.
And | can field any questions you may have
about revenue. | can tell you that the areas
around these establishnments have seen | ower crine
rates. | can tell you why opium and net hanphet am ne
uses have been on the decline.
But nore inportantly, to [inaudi ble]
first point, | want to tal k about community. we
know that drugs are going to find their way,
to pretty nmuch any house in Anmerica.
That's not only just cannabis, that is
opiumand that is neth. | was just about to

tweet outside, because that's what people ny age
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do, and | was the one that tal k about how nice this

t own was.

But then,this is unfortunate for ne
to say this, | saw two people ny age, snoke
meth in their car.

And we've heard the headlines of the snal
town falling victimto the opium and
met hanphet am ne cri sis.

And what | would |like to see is small town
Anerica, becone nore progressive in the sense
where we can talk to doctors about how this
i mredi ately and adequately addresses those types of
addi cti ons.

And we can create sustainable communities
that will |ast generations upon generations. We
have seen small town Anerica, places like Fallon
| ose, brain drain or, their snartest people to
the cities. W' ve seen, these communities get
| ost by factories noving overseas and that type of
stuff.

What's great about cannabis is that it's 100
percent American made, 100 percent Anerican nade
j obs.

There's great evidence all across the board

for pretty much anyt hing. Another fact that you may
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want to consider is that if you have cultivation

grows, that are outdoor, that's one of the best
ways to conbat CC2.

And | think global warmng is a real thing
that we have to address 30, 50 years down the |ine.
So yeah. that's pretty much it. | can happily
field any questions.

Anot her point | would like to add real quick
before | finish is one of the biggest [inaudible]
that |'ve seen that people don't get nedical cards,
IS because they want to maintain their gun
rights and there is anbiguity in federal |aw
bet ween having a nedical card and al so owning a
gun.

And t hat has been the nunber one reason by far
why peopl e are hesitant towards doing so, and I
think this is a gun friendly comunity.

MR, TEDFORD: Thank you for that. Appreciate
t hat .

MR, SHUCK: Any questions? Thank you.

MR, TEDFORD: Thank you. Okay. Anybody el se
Wi sh to testify?

HERB: Yeah. A little prudence all, |I'm not
fromLas Vegas or Reno |ike sone of these people. |

live right here in Fallon.
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MR. TEDFORD: H, Herb.

HERB: Hi . Here a while back we had a
city and a county wide election and the results of
that election | think I was like 52 to 48
percent, the people voted it down. They did not
want marijuana or these kind of people in our town.

So, | don't know if [inaudible] it or not,
i f
he did he had a pretty good reason but | know the
don't want it. And if Rublic
t hey shoul d abide by the --

the vote of the people, the mgjority of the people
are not the special interests.
That's all | got.
MR. TEDFORD: (kay, thanks, sir.
Appreciate that. Do we have anybody el se agai nst or
are we --
MALE 1: [inaudible] --
MR. TEDFORD: Yeabh,
we just got over there a little bit. Anybody
against, this before we switch to the
for the amendnment or for the bill?
[tal king in the background, inaudible]
MR. TEDFORD: For the bill.
[tal king in the background, i naudi bl e]
MR. TEDFORD: Yeah. Ckay.
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1 [tal king in the background, inaudi bl e]

2 MR. TEDFORD: You cone. You need to cone. This
3 -- thank you.

4 MR. G BSON: Thank you.

5 MR, TEDFORD: Yes, sir.

6 MR G BSON. M nane's Russell G bson, | noved
7 here in July of |ast year.

8 FEMALE: W can't hear [inaudible] --

9 MR. TEDFORD: You need to --

10 MR G BSON: I am at 1334 Bi anchi Lane,

11 Fall on, Nevada. |'ma Vietnham Vet. |'ve never used
12 marijuana, but | sure saw a lot of it in Vietnam
13 the marijuana we had was nowhere near, |

14 understand, the strength of what they have now.

15 | just don't think it's a good thing to

16 have in your town. all the people, other than

17 the gentleman before nme, were all fromthe out of
18 the area. That's a business. They don't |ive here,
19 they don't care. It's a business.
20 To a couple of the nurses, | would say, | have
21 to exclude themfromthat statenment slightly, but
22 people that live here, | don't think it's a good

23 thing for your kids, | don't think it's a good

24 thing to have around, for your police

25 depart nent.
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You' ve got mmj or hi ghways com ng north, south,

east and west. If you' ve got a place here where
they can buy it, are we going to have nore w ecks
on the road? They're already plow ng through town
and maybe go strai ght down Main Street, whoo, not
good.

That's all | have to say. |I'd just like you to
t hi nk what's good for the town.

MR, TEDFORD. (Ckay. Thank you. Let nme go back
tothis -- the -- the Bill 780, an ordi nance
anmendi ng Fallon Muni Code to prohibit marijuana.
Does anybody el se want to speak for the bill to --
before we get to those people who want to prohibit
it. Are anybody against this bill? Yeah. Nick,
woul d you |i ke to speak agai n?

NI CK:  Yes -- yes, please. one | ast
coment that | forgot to add --

MR. TEDFORD: For -- this is not a
rebuttal .

NICK: -- that's not a rebuttal of --
MR. TEDFORD: (kay.

MR. TEDFORD: -- the previous --

MR TEDFORD: Ckay.

NI CK:  -- comment.

MR. TEDFORD: (kay.

NICK: It is sonething conpletely, not
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rel at ed. rage o7
There's been a debate about whet her
or
not Churchill County and Fallon can regul ate
t hese |icenses thensel ves.
MR. TEDFORD: And | want to clear up what
regul ate nmeans to us.
NI CK: Ckay.
MR, TEDFORD:. (Ckay.
anal ogy N[CK: So, I'mjust going to draw an
MR. TEDFORD: [inaudible] --
NICK:  -- real quick --
MR. TEDFORD: -- I'mtalking still.
NI CK:  Ckay. Sorry, about that.
[l aughter in background]
NI CK:  What does regul ate nean to you?
MR. TEDFORD: Regul ate neans that
we go through the back, we go through the door --
NI CK: Mm hmm
MR. TEDFORD: -- and we check out how t hat
busi ness i s being run.
NI CK: Mm hmm
MR, TEDFORD: W, the Cty, don't regulate
busi ness here.
NI CK: Mn
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MR. TEDFORD: (kay? wWe don't regul ate any

busi ness. W don't go and see how a restaurant's
bei ng run. Wwe don't do that here. W
don't go regul ate how a beauty shop's being run.
The State does those sort of things here --

NI CK: Mm hmm

MR. TEDFORD: -- okay? And the -- the business
here sends noney to the State for that privilege
and they had soneone here | ast tinme who spoke on
their behal f about how their businesses run well.

The nedi cal marijuana business

is run well and we believe that. Ckay? So, PD
doesn't go behind here, behind the business and see
howit's run. W had a problema few years ago with
sonme mnute markets who were selling drugs --

NI CK: Mn

MR, TEDFORD: -- okay? Ma- -- and -- and in a
manner that wasn't acceptable to this Council and
to this Mayor. The DEA cane in here and the FBI
and they found sone things wong, and they went
behi nd the door --

NI CK: Mm hmm

MR, TEDFORD: -- with the Police Departnent at
that tine. we are not in the position of

goi ng and regul ating the busi ness because the State
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regul ates this particul ar busi ness and how t hey

oper at e.

Now, you know this [inaudible] carry in al
this kind of stuff in Vegas, you know that --
that's how that's done. sSo they're going to
drive by the parking ot and see if there's cars
out there and if sonething happens out in the
parking lot, we're going to be on it, just like I
told M. Gl bert.

So, let's be careful how we use the word
regulate. It's very inportant to us --

NI CK: Mm hmm

MR, TEDFORD: -- because | don't want any of
the citizens here to think Fallon PD, and |
certainly don't want these fol ks who are running
this nedical marijuana business to think Fallon
PD s going to go through that door which they
haven't done --

NI CK: Mm hmm

MR TEDFORD: -- in the tine that they've been
In existence. That isn't fair to them W're not
going to start doing that.

NI CK: Ckay.

MR. TEDFORD: Businesses run very well and

Wwe're not second guessing that
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tonight. So, let's be careful about the word

regul ati on so --

NI CK:  Yeah --

MR. TEDFORD: -- find another word.

NICK:  well, I think you just made ny
whol e point null, which is seeing

counties and | ocal ordinances wite regul ations
t hat supersede what the State has and if you had
any, inferences or any reservations before, you
coul d enact one of those.

MR. TEDFORD: We're not going to.

NICK: Al right, thank you.

MR. TEDFORD: The City does not like to wite
very many ordinances at all. You find -- you're
finding sonething we don't like to do here.

NICK: Al right.

MR. TEDFORD: W don't like to reqgulate
citizens or wite ordinances for them

M5. FROST: Before -- before he | eaves, | have
a question as well and just a clarification --

NI CK: Mm hmm

M5. FROST: -- if we want the record cl ean.

MR. TEDFORD: Cl ean and cl ear.
M5. FROST: Cean and clear. Okay. when
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1 sonebody, fills out the questionnaire rage 59
2 t hrough a federal gun, dealer to purchase a

3 firearm | believe it -- the question states that

4 I f you use nedical or recreational marijuana it

5 doesn't matter --

6 NI CK:  Mm hmm

7 M5. FROST: -- it's asking that question. It's
8 not asking if it's nedical or recreational. It's

9 just the pure use of it. So, people that would
10 purchase it recreationally, would they be denied a
11 background check?
12 Nl CK:  Fromthe best of ny understandi ng
13 and | have to research this again, how the gun
14 stores and those other retailers go about verifying
15 this is they cross check the nedical database
16 versus the, all the nedical marijuana databases
17 i ke Nevada, California, Oregon, etcetera
18 versus, | guess who's trying to purchase the gun to
19 make sure there isn't a match.
20 under recreational cannabis | aws here, you
21 don't actually need to crimnally identify that
22 person, you just need to identify them at the point
23 of entry and at the point of sale and then you
24 don't need to maintain records of that person.
25 So the purchase is nore or |ess anonynous as
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long as we're verifying that person is over 21 on

prem se. And we're not checking the nedical
records. Does that make sense?
M5. FROST: Yes.
NI CK:  Ckay.
M5. FROST: So the person would be [ying on
their fornf
NI CK:  They just want to show up [ph].
MR. TEDFORD: Mmhmm Well, that's word

10 Smthing it.

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

[l aughter in background]
MR. TEDFORD: Do you have anyone
el se that you know of is testifying? Ckay.
Let's take a break here.
let's take a five-m nute break. | was accused of
not taking one and man, holy heck rai ned on ne.

[recess taken]

MR, TEDFORD: It's going to be organized.
Ckay. You ready? | think we have just the end

of, the people that are against this ordi nance
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and then we'll start the people for it.

FEMALE 1: (i naudi bl e] again. Thank you

again, for taking the tine to listen. | just
wanted to kind of sunmarize, | think that
Counci |l man Erickson you said it -- said it

perfect in that, we're not here tonight to debate,
the pros and cons of cannabis.

We're here to decide whether or not the Cty
of Fallon is going to allow adults in the comunity
easy access to the cannabis, whether it's for
recreational use or whether it's for nedical use.

I just ask the council tonight
to realize we're going to hear a lot of, | know,
comng up is opposition as to the -- the detrinents
of how bad cannabis is, but the reality is the
community was pretty split on whether or not,
recreational use for the State, the County and the
City, on that vote.

So, we're not -- we're not here today to ask
the County -- or to ask the City to force those
comunity nenbers to use cannabis who don't want
to. W're asking the council to allow access to
those adults in the conmunity who take that -- 21
and ol der who -- who want that ability to have that

access.
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1 And, so, you know, we don't want to deprive,
2 and we ask the council not to deprive those adults,
3 who voted for recreational use that option and
4 that choice, to be able to purchase.
5 And -- and again, we're not -- we're not
6 forcing, we're not asking the council to obviously
7 force anybody, any adult to -- to, have to use
8 cannabi s.
9 We're just asking for easy access for those
10 who do and to consider again, the benefits for
11 the law enforcenent to be able to enforce illegal
12 home grows. They will not have that sane
13 enforceability if they do not -- if the Gty does
14 not have a recreational , dispensary.
15 So thank you again for your tinme. W really
16 appreciate it. | knowit's been a |ong journey.
17 MR, TEDFORD: kay. Thank you. Ckay, now we
18 will allow comrents in favor of the adoption of the
19 ordi nance as proposed. W have two on record
20 al ready fromHerb and from Russel .
21 So, we're good to go and we'll go wth,
22 anyone el se, so. Ckay. Nane and record for the --
23 MR. WAITE: M name is Nathan waite [ ph].
24 MR. TEDFORD: Nat han.
25 MR WAITE: | live at 275 West Richards
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Street here in Fallon. about 22 years ago |

noved here and, |'ve had the opportunity to,
own actually three different hones in the city
limts.

So this is of interest to ne, and the
deci sions of the council affect nme. | don't
represent anybody except for nyself. My kids are
grown, and they're gone now, so, | just
represent nyself.

First of all, I want to state that |

beli eve, individual choice is a right of al
people. And I'mnot here to argue for or against a
deci sion that any adult woul d make because that's
sonet hi ng that goes beyond, the authority of
this council. We're all born with the opportunity
to choose and, we choose and we have to
face the consequences of our choices.

| know there are many studies for or against
or in -- in favor or in opposition but | would just
like to talk to you about, ny persona
experiences here in Fallon because | feel |ike
those are the nost rel evant.

And to be honest with you, those nean the nost
to ne. Those nean nore to ne, than any study or

any quotation froman expert or anything |ike that,
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my own personal experiences relating to this

subj ect.
I nentioned that | had, purchased three

residences within the city limts in the [ast 20
years. And, obviously I amin favor of Bill,
780.

And | support it because when | lived in two
of those three residences, there were known

recreational marijuana users who lived within a

bl ock of me and | personally w tnessed the chaos
that irresponsi bl e behavior, as | judge

it, that endangered ny famly and it

It was a bl ack eye in our neighborhood.

My relatives would say, are you going to nove
out of the hood of Fallon and nove to a different
nei ghbor hood and | said, you know, we are
where we're at. And so | can personally say the
recreational use of marijuana was a negative to two
of those three nei ghborhoods.

The ot her experience that | draw in
when | decided to cone speak to you today, had
to do with the difference between adults and ki ds.
Those of you who know ne know that | work with
kids. And, | agree, that all adults are given

the right to choose what they want to do.
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And to be honest with you, | agree that,

you know, marijuana's probably not going away or,
you know, if sonebody chooses to use that in
in a nmedical way, to be honest with you,
that's their choice.

But, | would like to say in the | ast year,
| have seen nore instances of youth who are in
possessi on of marijuana, who are selling marijuana,
who are trading nmarijuana, and | would add
marijuana products, and | believe it's a result of
the proliferation of marijuana and marijuana
rel ated products in our conmunity.

| really lIike that you have the maps of

our city up here behind you and as | was | ooking at
those and listening to your comments, Mayor
Tedford, | thought, that little sanctuary is really
where everythi ng happens when it cones to kids,
organi zed things for our kids in this comunity. W
got the schools, we got the parks, we got the
sw mmng pools, it's all right there.

And nobody is arguing that adults can't be
adults. But you have the opportunity tonight not to
make the worl d perfect because nobody's going to do
that, but to protect that little area where the

kids are at for nost of their tine.
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Wen | go to their FYFL football ganmes, when

they're doing all their baseball ganes and
everything, we're going to know that in that little
zone there's not going to be an unnecessary anount
or access to a substance, which quite
frankly is regulated for a reason. | nmean, we can't
get in and drive a car.
One other positive | would see with, with

this is it shows the community, and |'m not
tal king about just Fallon. It shows everyone what
we believe in, what we stand for. | believe
positive attracts positive and negative attracts
negative. And like | said at the beginning, | speak
fromny personal experiences and that's the reason
| express this.

And | woul d encourage you to go forward and
prohi bit the increased use under your watch.
nmean, if it's used illegally, | nean
that's an adult's choice, right.

But we don't have to condone it and we don't

have to choose, to allow adults to do things

that right now we know will end up in the hands of
ki ds because the kids don't have enough experience
yet to nmake correct choices.

And | guarantee you, that is where they're
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1 getting it. The kids are getting it from adults.

2 The kids are not cultivating it themselves. Thanks.
3 MR. TEDFORD: Thank you, Nathan. Tom Nanme and
4 address for the record.

5 MR. RIGA NS: Thank you, Mayor, counci l

6 menbers. My nane is TomRiggins, | live at 975

7 Arport Road, that's not in the city but it is a --
8 a 89406 ZIP code. |I'm here because although |

9 live in the county, your decisions in the city wll
10 have an affect on the entire county.
11 | have been known to have an opi nion or
12 two occasionally.
13 [l aughter in background]

14 MR RIGANS: -- but | dolike to deal in

15 facts and | |ike to base ny opinions on facts. Wen
16 | started to |look for facts concerning recreational
17 marijuana, what | found was, parti al

18 conflicting and usually geared towards the bias of
19 whoever was putting that -- those statistics
20 together and that was on both sides of the aisle.
21 | did find in Col orado one study, | have no
22 i dea what the organization stands for but the
23 statistics and data that they provide were strictly
24 just that, they didn't attenpt to
25 interpret the -- just provided the data.
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And it's fromstate and | ocal agencies in

Col orado. They've been doing this for five
years. And they're copiously referenced and an
annotated so that you can go through
and | ook up what they're saying and verify it.
This is a 176-page report so |I'm not going

to go through the whole thing, | prom se. what
the people that do the report, and it's
call ed the Rocky Mountain H gh Intensity Drug
Trafficking Area.

You can find this report at rnmhidta. org.
and as | said, they've been doing this for five
years. The nost recent was Volunme 5 in Cctober
2017. What I'mgoing to do is, nmention sone
statistics that | think, would have sone
econonmi ¢ or social affects that we could extend and
apply here.

Marijuana-rel ated traffic deaths

Eolorado I ncreased 66 percent for a four-year
average of 2013 to 2016 after legalization of
recreational marijuana in Colorado. all traffic
deat hs increased 16 percent.

Adult marijuana use, and they call
this adult past nonth marijuana use, which is

basi cally regul ar use, increased 71 percent
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whi ch stands to reason. The | atest 2014, 2015

results show Col orado's adults rank nunber one in
the nation for past nonth's marijuana use.

Now, | don't have a problemw th that, but
t he

next statistic bothers ne. Youth past nonth
marij uana use increased 12 percent per year in a
t hree-year average 2013 to 2015.
The | atest 2014, '15 results show Col orado

yout h ranked nunber one in the nation for
nonth marijuana use, up fromnunber 14 in 005 and

2006. Now, keep in mnd, that statistic is for
m nors, people that aren't supposed to have
marij uana | egal ly.
Going along with that, all drug violations

for the 2015, 2016 school year, this comes fromthe
Col orado Departnent of Educati on,
suspensi ons, 4,236 of which 63 percent were for
mari j uana.

Referrals to | aw enforcenent 1143, of which 28
-- or excuse, of which 73 percent were marijuana
and expul sions 337, which is 58 percent were for
mari j uana.

So they didn't interpret that data, but | can
infer fromthat very easily that the | ega

availability of marijuana to adults translates to a
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hi gher use for youth or mnors, if you will.

and the accessibility of recreational marijuana
carries through to the youth as well.

sonme other statistics, the yearly nunber
of marijuana related hospitalizations in Col orado
i ncreased 72 percent after the |egalization of an -
- recreational marijuana.

Yout h hospitalizations quadrupled in that
period nostly for what they called nental health
i ssues. | don't know exactly what that involved but
the fact that the youth adm ssions quadrupled is
telling.

another item marijuana-related
exposures, now this is phone calls to the poison
centers, increased 139 percent in the four-year
average since Col orado | egalized recreational
mar i j uana.

Mari j uana-only exposures; this is where
marijuana was the only cause cited for the call
I ncreased 210 percent in that sane period.

Crime rates in Denver increased 6 percent
from 2014 to 2016. | really didn't have any causa
background for that but in Denver there was an
I ncrease of 11 percent from 2013 to 2016.

This m ght be hel pful in economc
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deci sions. Col orado's annual tax revenue fromthe

sal e of recreational and nedical marijuana was 8
tenth of 1 percent of Col orado's total budget in
2016.
anot her thing that you m ght be interested
in, 66 percent of |ocal jurisdictions have banned
nmedi cal and recreational marijuana busi nesses. So,
in other words, out of the 110 or so
muni ci palities and |l egal entities in Col orado,
about 70 have said no.
and one final rem nder, according to the
Secretary of Nevada, Secretary of State, Churchil
County's vote, against question two in 2016 was
59. 86 percent against. So, if you support your
ordi nance, you're representing the majority of the
voters in the county. Thank you.
MR. TEDFORD: Tom we're going to need
all those stats and where they cane fromfor the
record. And we're going to need them
provi ded to Val.

MR RIGA NS: PDF copy acceptable, if | can
figure out howto get it off ny phone? O can I
email it to you or --

[tal king in background, i naudible]

MR TEDFORD: She can --
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1 MR. RIGA NS: She can be reached -- rage 82
2 MR, TEDFORD: -- she'll provide -- she'll give
3 you a card and she'll provide those [inaudible].

4 MR RIGA NS: Thank you.

5 MR, TEDFORD: All right, thank you.

6 MR, LORDS: Good evening, Mayor and City

7 Council. My nane's Kevin Lords, |'m

8 the principal for another nonth at the high school.
9
10 MR, TEDFORD:. \Where you goi ng then?
11 MR LORDS. |I'mgoing to be in the district
12 office --

13 MR, TEDFORD: Ch, okay.

14 MR. LORDS: -- here at the end of -- the

15 begi nni ng of next nonth.

16 | live at 1589 Tamara Lane in Fall on.

17 just real briefly, |1've been the principal at the
18 hi gh school for nine years and the data that |

19 pulled is, we have had disciplinary action taken
20 agai nst our students no nore than five in a schoo
21 year for the first eight years | was at
22 t he hi gh school.
23 This | ast year, that nunber's tripled. aAnd
24 | don't pretend to think that we're catching every
25 student that is in possession or using marijuana on
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our canpus. | don't even know what

nunber that woul d be.

The ease of access is very worrisone for
nyself as a parent, as well as as an educator.
when adults have easy access, kids have easy
access.

Wwe dealt with a situation this year of
sone edi bles that a student brought to school and
di stri buted. Those edi bles were not purchased
by the student but found that they received them
froman adult and therefore that is what's
concerning to ne.

| amin favor of your Bill Nunmber 780 and --
and woul d agree that we need to protect our

children in this community, first and forenost.

And we know that not all adults make the
best decisions, nor do all the children nake the
best decisions, but if we can protect themin any
way, |'min favor of that. Thank you.

MR, TEDFORD: Kevin, if you have a nunber on
that fromyour first day -- years to your ninth,
Val's going to need a copy of that to provide to
Ardea [ph].

[tal king in background, inaudible]

M5. SCHANK: Carnen Schank, ny address is 2475

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com



http://www.litigationservices.com

FALLON CI TY COUNCI L MEETI NG - 06/ 19/2018

1 Austin H ghway. | ama school board trustee in nsgge o
2 7th year, of working on the school board.

3 on the pics that | gave you | have the,

4 pl aces where this informati on was gat hered

5 from

6 You can see that there. A large

7 portion of it is fromthe National Institute on

8 Drug Abuse and al so fromthe DARE programt hat

9 we've been using in the school for years to teach
10 the children.
11 "' mnot going to read the whol e thing,
12 but | do want to read sonme parts of it. The first
13 par agr aph there says, "Marijuana establishnments in
14 comuni ti es have shown to increase community w de
15 acceptance and accessibility for youth. Studies
16 show that with increased acceptance and
17 accessibility to marijuana, youth use
18 rates increased.” |In other words, if adults have
19 it, the rates in the youth increase, which M.
20 Ri ggins just stated that and M. Lords.
21 "A 2015 study shows that |egalized
22 di spensaries can lead to greater recreational
23 marij uana use and abuse anong adults and those
24 under the age of |egal age of 21. Addiction rates
25 i ncrease with increased accessibility to the drug,
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1 especially with youth of who 90 percent of all rage 4
2 addi ctions begin with." So, if they're exposed to
3 it, they becone -- 90 percent of them can

4 becone addicted to it.

5 "Youth that use before the age of 17 are 70
6 percent nore |likely to becone addicted. Forty

7 percent of people between the ages of 12 and 17

8 years ol d purchase cannabis in cannabis shops.

9 Gowng up with less than two-thirds mle of a
10 marij uana di spensary is associated wth earlier age
11 of onset marijuana use."
12 Now I know this in the ordi nance

13 bill nunber it says -- one of the things that's

14 i ncluded here is retail marijuana stores.

15 Wwe have a mini-mart right next to the high

16 school and yes, kids under 21 are not supposed to
17 buy it but they have problens with shoplifting of
18 al cohol there and |I know that if they have,

19 marijuana, available there, if kids don't
20 have noney it'll be shoplifted. That's been one
21 of the problens that we do have to
22 deal with there.
23 Turni ng over to the next page --
24 VMR TEDFORD: Wait, wait, wait a sec. Wait a
25 sec. Wait a sec. Were you tal king now?
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5 M5. SCHANK: Ch, |'m not done.
3 MR. TEDFORD: No, no, | know you're not but
4 what store are you talking?
5 MS. SCHANK: Well, there's a
6 mni-mart. I'mnot going to say the nanme of it.
7 MR, TEDFORD: No, no, but what |ocation are
we at?
8 What school did you just say --
9 M5. SCHANK: The hi gh school .
10 MR. TEDFORD: Ckay. Well, | know what m ni -
11 market it is, but, they're
12 M5. SCHANK: | nean --
13 MR. TEDFORD: -- they're not selling that
14 cannabis. W're talking --
15 M5. SCHANK: No, it says here retail marijuana
16 stores and, so, is that not a store?
17 MR, TEDFORD: Ri- -- ri- -- that's a store but
18 it'"s not a retail marijuana store.
19 M5. SCHANK: Ckay, okay. It would have to be a
20 specific store for marijuana?
21 MR, TEDFORD: Yeabh.
22 M5. SCHANK: Ckay.
23 MR, TEDFORD: That's correct.
24 M5. SCHANK: That clarifies that.
25 MR. TEDFORD: Yeah.
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M5. SCHANK: Thank you.

MR, TEDFORD: Ckay. Yeah. Sorry to interrupt

you - -
MS. SCHANK: Well --
MR, TEDFORD: -- go ahead.
M5. SCHANK: -- "Many youth are now using" --
this is on the second page -- "Many youth are now

using marijuana as a way to self-nedicate
t hensel ves for stress nmanagenent. W want to nake
note of the inpacts on youth brain devel opnent and
the long-termeffects. Marijuana inpairs
devel opnment in the areas of the brain that control
reasoni ng, stress managenent, focusing, notivation
and several other areas |eaving |ong-terminpact,
with the ability of reducing 1Q by 8 percent."”
I'"'mgoing to skip down to the bottom of
t he page now where it tal ks about, people
who are intoxicated with marijuana "are nuch | ess
able to learn or nenorize."
We actually do have students that cone to
school taking marijuana and they're dazed.
we' ve had an expul sion from students on
marijuana even as early at the mddle school.
We're dealing with it in the schools and as this

first paragraph stated, if adults have

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com



http://www.litigationservices.com

FALLON CI TY COUNCI L MEETI NG - 06/ 19/2018

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N D N DD DM DN P P P PP P PP
ag A W N B O © 00 N o 0o b~ w N+, O

L : : Page g/
accessibility to it, the youth are going to have

access to it al so.

“They're nmuch | ess able to have proper
not or coordi nation as stated, people who drive
under the influence of that are inpaired. There
have been deaths fromit." So, when people say it
doesn't affect other people, it does. If you |lose a
| oved one because of that it affects you.

"Much | ess able to pay attention. Miuch | ess
abl e to get higher education. Miuch nore likely to
have car accidents. Miuch higher risks that it is
fatal than when they are not intoxicated."

our graduation rate wll nore than |ikely
go down if this is allowed.

TUrni ng over onto the next page. "How
addictive is marijuana? Estimated 9 percent exposed
to marijuana will becone addicted. Marijuana
a gateway drug." This is taught in the
DARE programthat they -- it is known that people
who take marijuana it leads to other drugs. It can
| ead to other drugs. So, it's called a
gat eway drug.

"Youth that start marijuana use before the age

of 17 have a nuch greater rate of becom ng addicted

to a wide range of other drugs. Marijuana, how
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1 does it harmthe brain? Across all of the cortica
2 areas of the brain, the area of the brain that

3 allows you to think there is a significant

4 reduction on cannabinoid receptors in marijuana

5 users.”

6 |"mgoing to skip down to where it says

7 "Significant affects are seen in the hi ppocanpus

8 which is crucial in nmenory and | earning. The

9 anygdal a, which is a crucial area in enotions and
10 IS responsi bl e for enhanced anxi ety when the
11 cannabi noi d system does not work. Wring of
12 networks in the brain is profoundly decreased in
13 users of marijuana. The nunber of fibers were --
14 was reduced 85 to 90 percent in Dr. Vilpause's [ph]
15 study referenced. Areas of the brain this applies
16 to are as follows: They have a canmpus, a nain
17 pat hway connecting the left and right parts of the
18 brain with the main node in the brain is profoundly
19 di srupted in marijuana abusers. And the |onger the
20 exposures, the less fibers there are in
21 t hose pathways." So it does have, bad effects
22 on the body. There are |l ower cognitive |evels.
23 I"mgoing to go to the next page. Actually,
24 That's notes that | have here. In the DARE
25 program it's stated, "It is neither safe nor
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heal thy for students and all children under the age

of 18 to use marijuana. The science on the subject
is clear, it has dangerous and unhealthy
consequences on nmany |levels. There are
I ncreased traffic accidents and deaths, increased
enmergency roomvisits with marijuana overdoses.
I ncreased hospitalization. |Increased
addi ction and use of other nore |ethal drugs and
out of every six who try will devel op an
addi ction. "
Just because sonething is | egal doesn't
nean that it's good either. Many
scientific studies have shown that marijuana use
has many negative, consequences” and as |
stated including inpaired brain devel opnent. And
al so increased |ung infections.
It's -- study shows it

increases crine rates, it increases fatal drug
driving crashes, black market activity in states.
The conplete long-termverdicts on the
study also are not finalized either.

Peopl e haven't been taking it |ong enough.
It's |ike when people started snoking cigarettes,
they thought it was the cool thing to do, it was in

all the novies and everybody was snoking.
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And then years |ater they found out that it

caused cancer and was not good and now you see

signs all over where it says, please don't snoke.
And the long-termeffects, not only to

the individual person but in societies and

comunities, is not out conpletely. W're

seei ng negative effects in Colorado and in

Washi ngt on.

The rates of insurance clains and car
crashes in Washi ngt on have gone up. You can go on
YouTube and | ook that up and see that. In fact,

t oni ght when you go hone, go on YouTube and,
It's amazi ng what you find and all the negative
effects of marijuana use.

MR, TEDFORD: W need to stick to what you
have - -

M5. SCHANK: Ckay.

SCHANK: The essential question --
TEDFORD: -- facts to --

5 3 O

SCHANK: -- here is looking at the big

picture, we do have a sanctuary. | live here
because | |love this comunity, | |ove, the

peopl e who | ead and the things that they stand for.
W1l the passing of legalizing what is
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1 menti oned on this bill nmake our community a bettZﬁge >
2 pl ace? The answer is no, it will not. It wll not

3 make it better.

4 | know in the schools it won't make it a

5 better place; we'll have to deal with all the side
6 effects of what happens if these things are

7 | egalized. And | don't feel that this is too broad.
8 | think it's wonderful, everything that's in here.
9 It is a great ordinance the way it's witten.
10 There's a saying in education, all that
11 teach toward the desired behavior. A desired
12 behavior as far as our youth is concerned

13 Is, that we pass this ordinance the way it's

14 witten.

15 And studi es have shown if adults have

16 nore access then -- you know, obviously, it doesn't
17 take a rocket scientist to figure that out, that

18 youth are going to have nore access to it.

19 So, I'm in favor of the way it's witten
20 here. | don't think it's too broad. | |ove our
21 community. | trust you as, authorities in our
22 community to make the right decision for our
23 famlies and our youth.
24 And you have a lot of people here that are in
25 positions of authority, that are speaking out
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1 tonight. | hope that you listen to them and trusl?age >
2 their judgenents. A |lot of them have been el ected

3 by the people, they're in positions, been

4 appoi nted by boards, and they're in

5 favor of this way it's witten.

6 So thank you very much for your tinme. And,

7 that's all | have to say. Thanks.

8 MR. TEDFORD:. For- -- before you go, Carnen, |
9 have a couple questions. | think I'"'mmssing a
10 page.
11 M5. SCHANK: There shoul d be three pages.
12 the first two front and back and the | ast one
13 you -- there was roomto wite notes on it.
14 MR, TEDFORD: Is this --
15 M5. SCHANK: -- and | had all of the resources
16 - -
17 MR, TEDFORD: -- don't you have the sp- -- do
18 you have -- you know |li ke you have.
19 M5. SCHANK: Can you conpare it wth sonebody
20 who's sitting by you and naybe soneone can nake a
21 copy or if he's a mssing a page?
22 [tal ki ng i n background, inaudible]
23 MR. TEDFORD: | have this one citing the
24 source and --
25 MALE: Two ot her pages, right?
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1 MR. TEDFORD: Yeah, but, on the source one rage S
2 - -

3 M5. SCHANK:  Mm hmm

4 MR. TEDFORD: -- this cites,

5 MALE: You got it.

6 MR. TEDFORD: -- | haven't been to school in a
7 while. The source one is --

8 M5. SCHANK: It's on the back --

9 MR. TEDFORD: -- there's a --
10 M5. SCHANK: -- of the second page.
11 MR, TEDFORD: -- source one and then there's a
12 source one.
13 M5. SCHANK: Yeah, there's a -- there's an
14 extra resource on that |ast page there too. | just
15 stapled that on so that you had all of them
16 MR, TEDFORD: That's just an extra source --
17 M5. SCHANK:  Yeah.
18 MR, TEDFORD: -- to go read. Ckay, | got it.
19 M5. SCHANK: In reference to --
20 MR, TEDFORD: | got it.
21 M5. SCHANK: -- what's witten on papers. So,
22 you have | ocal authority, you've been voted by
23 the people to nmake the right choice and |I hope you
24 make the right choice tonight.
25 MR. TEDFORD: Ckay. Thank you. | got it.
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M5. SCHANK: Thank you.

MR. TEDFORD: Sorry | messed up
t here.
M5. SCHANK: We appreciate everything you do
because I know it's not easy.

MR, TEDFORD: No. | know you don't.

MR. PERAZZO  Good eveni ng, Mayor Tedford.

MR, TEDFORD: Just sec, okay --

MR PERAZZO  (kay.

MR, TEDFORD: -- | -- | want to just clear one

thing up. The
nmedi cal marijuana store is not by a school. You
know, it's the State lawis witten as --
[1 naudi bl e] know if you can't be by a school. So,
if this passed in another formthat allowed
it, they wouldn't be by schools ever. kay? So --
M5. SCHANK: The nedical narijuana [i naudi bl e]
school is [inaudible].
MR, TEDFORD: No, it's not by a school
by law. It's not by a -- it doesn't matter how
close we think it is by lawit's not we
had that hearing a long tine ago and it -- well,
why don't you address the school issue, from
a |l egal standpoint. Do you want to sit down for

just a sec? There's a |lot of people
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1 here. | think it needs to be clear. You can't juZ%ge -
2 be by a school. Let's just

3 cl ear that up.

4 M5. SCHANK: [i naudi bl e]

5 MR. ERICKSON: Yeah, | -- | think, M. Myor,
6 you point out that the statutes prescribed certain
7 di stances that facilities have to be from school s.
8 That's not an issue for the Gty

9 Council to address. That's in State | aw.
10 The hearing | believe you' re referencing was
11 a prior hearing as it related to the
12 particular uses and a |l ocation of, the nedi cal
13 marijuana facility.
14 That issue's been decided by the Council, so
15 that's not subject for debate or conversation
16 tonight. But you're right, the GCty's not in a
17 position to allow any of these facilities with the
18 statutorily prescribed distance froma school.
19 MR. TEDFORD: How far is it, Robert?
20 MR. ERQUIAGA: | believe it's a thousand feet.
21 MR. TEDFORD: Thank you for that.
22 It's hard to get a lawer, let nme tell you.
23 [l aughter in background]
24 MR TEDFCORD: It's a thousand feet. So, it
25 could be a thousand and one or it could be from
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what ' s what once was a school 999 feet.

But, it's got to be a thousand feet.

MALE 2: M. Myor, can we also for the

record: Only one, the zoning only, it goes

by how much popul ation in your conmunity.

Page 96

So, in Fallon, only one business would be able

to have a nedical recreational dispensary,

correct? And it has to be at | east a thousand feet

froma traditional school, so.

MR ERICKSON. It'd be -- if you want nedica

di spensary --
MR. TEDFORD: One nedical and --
MALE 2: -- it could be two --
MALE 3: It could be two --

MR ERI CKSON: -- recreational facilities

within Churchill County --
MALE 2: In -- in Churchill County.
MR. ERI CKSON:  Yeah.
MALE 2: kay, thank you.
MR, ERICKSON: And that's again, just
prescribed by State | aw.

MALE 2: Thank you.

MR, TEDFORD: So, State |aw coul d change but

it's not [inaudible] we're going to change that

t housand feet, not our legislature. Ch, |

don't
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1 know. You know, | said a |ot of things about

2 Congress, so. Present conpany excepted is | eaving,
3 but -- now | egi sl atures can do anything. So,

4 okay. M. Perazzo, come on you can do it.

5 MR. PERAZZO  Mayor Tedford, Councilwonman

6 Frost and Ri chardson, Erickson,

7 MR. TEDFORD: | need your nane and

8 addr ess.

9 MR. PERAZZG MWy nane is Al an
10 Perazzo.
11 MR, TEDFORD: | know your nanme Al an, but you
12 have to say it into the m crophone.
13 [l aughter in the background]

14 MR, PERAZZO M address is 1025 Perazzo Lane,
15 Fal | on, Nevada, okay. | guess |I'd just like to

16 say, anen to the last -- I'"mnot going to

17 reiterate, I'mgoing to be quick. I'll just say
18 anmen to the last four people that spoke. And

19 say that I'"'min favor of this bill, 780.
20 I wll say this is an eye opener to cone
21 to this neeting and the first words that were
22 tal ked about was, yeah, it's against the law to do
23 this but it's also against the lawto do this
24 recreational but we're doing this and so why don't
25 we -- that confuses ne because what,
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world do we live on that we can do things that are

agai nst the | aw.

But here or there, it's legal nedically,
peopl e have access to it. | don't feel we need it,
recreationally. So, I'"'min favor of this bill
780. Thank you. | got to go change the water.

MR, TEDFORD: | know.

[laughter in the background]

MR. TEDFORD: There you go.

M5. DINGUS: Hello, ny nanme is Leslie D ngus
[ph], ny address is 605 Sunrise Terrace, Fallon,
Nevada 89406.

M5. MANZG Hi, I'"'m Mchelle Manzo [ph]. My
address is 960 Concord Avenue, Fallon, Nevada
89406.

"' m an upcom ng seni or at
Churchill County H gh School. | amhere to
represent nyself.

And until 17 youth risk behavior survey,

[1 naudi bl e], they asked m ddl e school kids a
question asking at what age did they first start
using marij uana.

A lot of the m ddle school kids answered

at the age of 11, which is around 5th and 6th

gr ade.
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1 | have peers today who said that if they rage 5
2 have recreational --

3 shop industries in Fallon, that

4 they would feel that it's nore that the city's

5 saying that it is a safe for it to be allowed and
6 they would believe that the conmunity woul d be

7 allowed to say that it was okay when it's not in

8 the [inaudi bl e].

9 So, a lot of studies have showed that
10 teenagers who reqgularly use nmarijuana are nore
11 likely to have |l ower 1 Qs or higher dropout rates
12 and al so, worse on coll ege exans so they do

13 worse on college exans. And it does get easier for
14 teenagers like us to get marijuana from anyone. And
15 we are concerned about our comunity and our

16 cl assmat es.

17 MR, TEDFORD: Thank you, girls.

18 M5. MANZOG:  Thank you.

19 M5. DI NGUS: Yeah.
20 MR, TEDFORD: You're very brave.
21 [ appl ause i n the background]
22 MR. TEDFORD: Very brave. H.
23 M5. HARDW CK: Hi . Good evening. For the
24 record, Linda Hardw ck, 3909 London C rcle, Fallon,
25 Nevada. |'ve been sitting listening to all this
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tonight and I'mjust going to read sonme of the
t houghts that have conme to ne. So, forgive ne for
| ooki ng down.

But it's bad enough that the State has
| egal i zed the use of marijuana. However, Fallon and
Churchill County citizens should not be sheeple
[sic]. We shouldn't conply with things that people
fromout of the area think we shoul d.

These visitors don't know the conmunity, they
don't care about it Iike those of us who |live here,
love it and want to preserve the uniqueness of it.

So, with all due respect to the out of towners
and to use a bunper sticker nessage, we don't care
how t hi ngs are done in Reno, Las Vegas or
Cal i fornia.

[l aughter in background]

M5. HARDWCK: So, for many reasons --

MR, TEDFORD: Now, qu- -- will you be quiet --

M5. HARDWCK: -- for many reasons | would ask
that you please don't California-cate Fallon any
nore than it is now. Thank you.

MR. TEDFORD: Thanks, Li nda.
MR. MARION JONTE: (Good evening, |'m Marion
Tedford and the Council. Goodness. \Wat el se can be

sai d? Fal |l on peopl e have stood up. Fallon people
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have spoken for their community. Fallon people have

reiterated that the vote count and that our

city is the only city in the county, so the county
Is represented in a city and the city's represented
in the county.

The peopl e who' ve spoken before ne are
educated, very articulate, very well inforned,
they're leaders in our comunity, they're people
that we depend on; they're people that we listen
to.

Pl ease, Council, take into advice these people
fromyour owmn town. | am amazed tonight that this
huge terrible, terrible drug industry is so nuch
i ngrained in people that they have to cone from out
of town and out of state to cone and try to
convi nce people who |love their comunity, |ove
their kids, to change their way of [|iving.

| know that we already have a nedica
marij uana di spensary and that is now history, but
we need not add to that with recreational
marijuana. We all have heard tonight from good
sources that it makes it nuch easier for our Kkids.

We've al so heard that marijuana is a gateway
to further drugs and we've al ready got enough

problens with that. And | think if | read
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correctly, the State is taking the resources

fromthe marijuana sales to enhance and build a new

drug enforcenent unit, if | read that correctly.
And, so | urge you, please, to go

ahead and pass your ordi nance because your

comuni ty's dependi ng on you. Thank you for your

tine.

MR. TEDFORD: Thanks, Marion [ph].

DONNA COSSETTE: |'mgoing to -- [speaking a
different | anguage]. | want to thank you, Mayor

Tedf ord and Council nenbers for having this
opportunity for the community to speak. |
live at 275 South Bailey Street in Fallon, Nevada
89406.
| woul d have to say about, the late

"90s | signed a petition in front of the old
Ral ey' s Supermarket, it said do you want marijuana
sold in your community and | said, yes, | do.
Personal reasons was for nedical marijuana. | think
it should be available to our communities in which
you have -- and our community already has that.

But at the sane tine, | support your bill of
780 and for our community because we are the oasis
of Nevada. Fallon, Nevada is the oasis of Nevada

and it should be kept that way for our children to
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preserve and so our children can go to school

wi t hout havi ng these peer pressures before them
It's all around them It's enough with al coholism
it's enough with other types of drugs, but

don't let this also be another one.

Now, | work with, | subcontract with the
Churchill Coalition and I visited with them not too
| ong ago and they asked ne about a really cool
video that they were doing recently, and they do a
very good job in our comrunity about educating the
comunity on the uses of drugs and trying to reach
out to our community in getting the children to
real ly understand what it neans when you
get involved with that.

And when | went there, they said, hey, check
this out. | just wanted to share with you there's
over 60 plus percent of wonen -- | don't have those
stats in front nme -- who use -- pregnant wonen who
use nedical -- or who use narijuana when they go
and have their children. And then | guess at that -
- | was astonished how t hey even got those nunbers,
but, it was astonishing.

And | said, is that all pregnant wonen? They
said yes. So, right out of the chute. These aren't

even lives yet, born lives. These children are
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1 bei ng subjected to sonething that's not even

2 vol untary.

3 you know, it's involuntary for them And we
4 have a hard task ahead of us to try and, deter

5 our comunity fromthe uses and the bad effects of
6 those uses of -- of marijuana recreationally.

7 Medi cal ly, they do serve a purpose, | know. |
8 have ny father-in-law who's now since passed away,
9 his doctor said, get himsone marijuana. W had no
10 -- 1 didn't know where to get marijuana.
11 He couldn't use it. W didn't know where to
12 get it, it was illegal. So, he suffered because his
13 medi ci nes were just not working, they were making
14 hi m si cker and sicker, and he was starving hinself.
15 You know, with our, mlitary community

16 here, I"'msure it's still against the law for a

17 mlitary personnel to use nedical -- or to use

18 marijuana and still be honorably discharged. It's,
19 you know, it's against the law, |'mpretty sure it
20 I S.
21 They' d probably get a dishonorabl e discharge
22 and if we make it that nuch nore easier for our
23 young, mlitary nmen in our conmunity to
24 use the nedical mar- -- or to use the marijuana,
25 then it'll probably be -- we're nmaking it easier
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1 for themto have access to, that marijuana in rage 205
2 our conmunity.

3 Now, | don't live too far fromthe di spensary
4 today, maybe |ike three or four blocks. But | hope
5 what -- those communities with -- around there, you
6 know, their property values don't go down. | don't
7 know i f that happens, |I'msure in other conmunities
8 it does.

9 Crime rate, | don't want to see our crine
10 rate in the city of Fallon to go up, you know,
11 Wi thin our comunity.
12 And | do want to say this that, the
13 reference to Nancy Pelosi was uncalled for. ['m
14 sure that, well -- as you know that -- that you
15 have -- in a previous coment, of calling her
16 Pocahont as, we have community nenbers who are of
17 Shoshone decent and it was not called for. | just
18 wanted to add -- put that on the record as well.
19 but anyways that's just nmy comment
20 and | support your bill as well. Thank you.
21 MR, TEDFORD: Thank you.
22 MR, RUSSELL: Mayor Tedford, Council nen,
23 Counci | woman, ny nane is Steven Russell. | amthe
24 chai rman of the Churchill Community Coalition. |I'm
25 also retired fromthe Churchill County school

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112

www. | i tigationservices.com



http://www.litigationservices.com

FALLON CI TY COUNCI L MEETI NG - 06/ 19/2018

© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N D N D DM DN P P P PP P PR
gag A W N B O © 00 N o 0o b~ w N+, O

_ _ Page 106
system | was director of transportation and

safety.
We tasked a coalition to, put a
survey out with the top 10 enployers for the state,
for the county and for the city of Fallon and the
busi ness, enpl oyee ranges from 600 enpl oyees to
100 enpl oyees.
what we asked for is that they had a drug

policy or a non, marijuana use policy in
their hiring practices. And nine of the ten
busi nesses do have a policy in place that does not
al l ow marijuana use.

we al so found that seven of the ten,
busi nesses, or enployers in the county al so receive
federal funds. Those who receive federal funds have
to have a non marijuana snoking policy in
their, drug program The school district has
one, WAl mart has one, the Base has a non-drug use
policy as well.

we feel that, if we're going to

attract nore businesses to our community and if we
keep our enpl oyees drug free it's going to
I ncrease the productivity of the enpl oyees
that are working there.

Meanwhi | e, we have GE Construction
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Conpany, Johnson's Construction Conpany and

Col orado Springs put an article in the,
Col orado Springs Gazette paper where he was having
trouble hiring individuals that were drug free to
work in his construction conpany because he was an
enpl oyer and the safety concerns that they have of
peopl e working in construction and that he's had to
go out of state to hire nost of his enpl oyees.

"1l leave a copy with this with you. It
has references on where we got our information.
Thank you.

MR, TEDFORD: Ckay, thank you. If you could
| eave that wth Val. W appreciate it. I'lIl have it
i ncorporated in the record. Thank you.

MR. RUSSELL: Yes, sir.

MR, REESE [ph]: 1'd like to submt this, sir.

MR, TEDFORD: Yes, sir.

MR, REESE: M nane is Jim Reese and |'m an
obstetrici an/ gynecol ogi st with Banner right down
the street and |'ve worked here since, June of
| ast year. And | think many of us here -- oh, I'm
sorry. My address is 615 Great Basin Lane, Fallon,
Nevada 89406.

| think many of us can recall the novie Jaws

where the child was eaten right off the shore and
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the nother went to the sheriff and said, Sheriff

Brody, you knew the waters were dangerous.

You knew the waters were dangerous, they're
unsafe. And you opened the beaches. Here the waters
are the use of marijuana in pregnancy. It is clear,
that there is absolutely no positive affect of
marij uana use during pregnancy.

Novenber of 2017, the Anerican
Col | ege of Obstetrics and Gynecol ogy published
a conm ttee opinion.

Nowhere in that conmttee opinion can | see
any recommendation for the use of either
recreational or nedical juan marijuana during
pregnancy. And the reason for that is that it's
dangerous. Just |ike the waters are dangerous,
using marijuana in pregnancy i s dangerous.

So, for some of the data that has been

nmenti oned already, there's an increase in

stillbirth, there's an increase in | ow birth-weight

babi es, there are problens and detrinents in visual

and probl em sol ving, detrinments in visual and notor

coordi nation, problenms with visual analysis and

t eacher observed poor reading and spelling skills.
What is very inportant also to note is

specifically in the first trinmester of pregnancy,
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there's an increased incidence of anencephaly where

the fetal brain is essential mssing. This, of
course, is inconpatible with |ife. sonetines it
can take up to a year for these babies to die.
That's a terrible thing for the famly, for the
caregivers, and it is clear fromthe day that it
was published in Novenber of 2017 that there is an
I ncreased incidence of this finding, during
pregnancy.

Now, what is so inportant is just this nonth,
Anmerican Coll ege of Qbstetrics and Gynecol ogy
publ i shed recomrendati ons from cannabi s
di spensari es about the first trinmester cannabis use
and | think that you have that.

And upwards of 70 percent in Colorado of the
cannabis -- the retail cannabis stores recomended
pot use to treat nausea and vomting in pregnancy.
So, it's clear that we know that there is an
adverse effect of the use of marijuana in
pregnancy.

It is clear that there are
fetal mal formations but just in Col orado, the
retail industry is recommendi ng the use of

marijuana. And you will have this, June

publ i cati on.
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so, | think the facts are before you

I woul d request respectfully, that five
years henceforth that we do not | ook back on this
day and think, gosh, we had the opportunity to nmake
a difference to protect the future generation of
the citizens of Fallon.
Do you have any questions, sir? Gty Council?
MR, TEDFORD: Does Council have any questions?
MR. RI CHARDSON: For the record, | would never
support pregnant wonen using narijuana,
regardl ess of any situation or any |laws or any
zoning things that we have decide. | nean --
MR. REESE: Yes, sir. | think what --
MR RICHARDSON: -- | guess what we're talking
about tonight.
MR. REESE: Yes, sir.
MR. RICHARDSON: | was just nmaking a
statenent, sorry.
MR. TEDFORD: Thank you. Yes, sir.
MR. HARTMAN. M. Mayor, and,
Counci | renbers. For the record, ny nane is Jim
Hartman and |'mcomng to the big city tonight
from Genoa, Nevada.
| aughter in background] M

residential address is 254 Genoa Highland Circle,
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1 and | was, in the |last election canpaign | was

2 the president of Nevadans for Responsible Drug

3 Policy. And we were actively opposing Question 2.
4 And want to point out that that passed, as you
5 know, statew de by a hundred thousand votes, all of
6 whi ch canme from d ark County.

7 The margin in Cark County was a hundred

8 t housand votes; it passed statew de by a hundred

9 thousand votes. It actually lost in 13 of 17
10 counties including the county | reside in, Douglas
11 County. It lost by 15 points in Douglas County and
12 20 points here in Churchill County.
13 Dougl as County, within two or three nonths
14 of the passage of that initiative, elected
15 unani nously their board of conmm ssioners adopted a
16 very simlar ordinance for the one that you're
17 | ooki ng at tonight.
18 It was unani nously passed
19 t he Pl anni ng Conm ssion and then unani nously was
20 adopted by the the County Comm ssi on.
21 | also have to nmake -- I'ma recovering
22 attorney -- [laughter in background]
23 and worked on this canpaign for free.
24 | mean, | did not draw a salary, but | did
25 It out of a conmtnent. | also need to nmake
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1 an adm ssion that | grew up in Berkel ey,

2 California, which --

3 MR. TEDFORD: Oh, ny goodness.

4 MR. HARTMAN:. [l aughter in background]

5 which | probably should have stopped there. But

6 | actually went back, so you have a

7 picture why | got so involved in the No on Two

8 canpai gn.

9 I went back to ny 50th high school reunion and
10 I was student body president and the
11 senior class president was there who lives in
12 Col orado. And he said, Jim you're retired, why
13 don't you go out and work hard on Question 2

14 because it's been a real terrible thing for ny

15 state of Col orado.

16 And, he would clip the newspaper and send

17 me clippings regularly to inspire ne to stay active
18 and all. | hope sone of you get a chance to

19 read the Weekly Standards edition of June 18th, it
20 just cane out.
21 It's called Refer Madness. It's 12 pages | ong
22 but it tal ks about what happened i n Puebl o,
23 Col orado, and the problens in Puebl o,
24 Col orado. They commerci alized marijuana i n Puebl o,
25 Col orado and it's a sad story. | hope you
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get a chance to -- to reflect on that.

The other thing I think you need to reflect on
is, legalization is a whole series of issues,
whet her you shoul d | egalize nmarijuana.

But there's a whole separate series of issues
relating to comrercializing marijuana, and that's
what you're being asked to do here. Commercial i zing
marijuana. Allow ng pot shops to open in your
conmuni ty.

G ow operations to operate in your conmunity.
The overwhel mng majority view in Col orado, whether
it's 68 percent -- |'ve got nunbers of 73 percent
of cities, towns and counites don't allow
comrercialized marijuana in their comunities.

California passed a |l egalization proposal at
the sanme tinme Nevada did. Right now, |ess than 30
percent of the cities and towns in California are
comer ci al i zi ng, approve commercializing there.
Only 18 of 58 counties will allow pot shops to
operate in California.

And Massachusetts passed an initiative at
the sanme tinme Nevada passed an initiative. And
ri ght now 190 of 351 communities in Massachusetts
have said no marijuana in our community. W don't

want it here.
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That's the dirty little secret of the pot

pronoters, is the fact that is when it cones to
cities and towns, nore towns are like this one then
there are that want to approve commerci alized

mar i j uana.

Marin County in California, the -- you know,
the magi ¢ nountain, people all wanted to go to the
magi ¢ nountain in the '60s --

[l aughter in the background]

MR, HARTMAN. It had a 72 percent
approval of l|egalizing marijuana. But what do you
think the Board of Supervisors did in Marin County?
They said, we don't want it here.

There are 11 jurisdictions in Marin County.
Sausalito voted 77 percent to legalize it but they
said, hey, we don't want it here, not in our
conmunity, not with our Kkids.

You know, Al bany borders Berkeley, 77 percent
of the voters in Albany said, let's legalize
marijuana but what did their Gty Counci
do? They said, hey, we don't want it here, not in
Al bany.

So, ny urge to you, in the strongest terns is
do what's right for your conmmunity. | heard from

your conmunity tonight. Your comrunity doesn't want
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1 to commercialize it. And I hope you vote for your
2 Ordi nance 780 and -- and do what's right for

3 the coomunity of Fallon, Nevada. Thank you very

4 much.

5 MR. TEDFORD: Thank you, sir. I Appreciate

6 one thing you get on this issue and goi ng

7 back to May 1st, you get passion on both sides and
8 | appreciate that very nuch. And, | enjoy

9 passion. In fact our [inaudible] and passion and
10 just |ast week, enjoy that. Thank you, sir.
11 Yes, sir.
12 MR AKIM H, ny nane is TimAkim/[ph]. |
13 live at 495 West Center Street here in Fallon.
14 one of the things | have really appreciated about
15 Fallon in ny, | think, 12 years |I've lived here has
16 been, the relative safety of this town and this
17 ar ea.
18 | grewup in Fresno, California in an area
19 that wasn't so great. | can't speak,
20 exactly about, legalization of drugs and what
21 that does and recreationa
22 facilities where it's legal but what | can speak to
23 I s what happens when peopl e have to have drugs.
24 Ggrow ng in nmy house -- well, | can
25 tell you right now, | have three young kids
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1 at honme. | can tell you also that grow ng up

2 don't know now many tinmes people who are not

3 invited into our house were there to take things

4 fromus because they had to have drugs and they

5 needed noney to get it.

6 | don't know how many tinmes | was on a street
7 and people tried to sell ne things because they

8 want ed noney to buy drugs, whether it was a story
9 of having food that they were trying to
10 sell nme that soneone gave them because they gave
11 the story that they were hungry and they tried to
12 resell it to get drugs or batteries, you nanme it.
13 | want this town to continue to be

14 safe for ny kids. Thanks.

15 MR, TEDFORD: Now that was happening in

16 Fresno, right? Yeah. Ckay. W'll nmke sure that --
17 [laughter] -- that, yeah --

18 MALE: And not in Fallon yet --

19 MR AKIM And | hope it never does.
20 MR. TEDFORD: Gkay. My daughter's pl ayed
21 travel ball in Fresno and sone soft bal
22 there to do this day. Relative safety is not the
23 word you want to use in relationship to Fresno and
24 Fal | on. [laughter] Ckay. Thanks, Tim | appreciate
25 it. West Center Street's -- it's right over here.
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Hey, Jan.

JAN BROWN: Good evening, and thank you for having
this hearing and | appreciate the council and
everything. My nane is Jan Brown and | |ive at 290
West Richard Street here in Fallon.
I'"'mhere to try to encourage you to

support the 780 ordi nance or bill, whatever you
want to call it. I'd like to echo nost of what
the people in favor of this bill had said, but I
just wanted to add one nore thing.

|'ve never tried narijuana or any other
drug for that matter, but | talked to peopl e about
the pros and cons and -- and | said, well, I
know t hey've had a |lot of problens in Colorado with
crime and the anmount of revenue that they
get in taxes nowhere conmes near the anount that it
costs in crine and all these other things.

And | said but, | don't know, | said there's
countries in Europe where | guess there's no
problem And one of the guys that | was talking to
said, oh, don't be fooled by that. He
says, | lived in Belgiumfor three years and he
says, it is terrible.

He says, there's people in the parks, they

just all spaced out. And they have -- the people
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1 have no notivation. He says, it's just a waste --
2 usel ess society that they're

3 com ng up wth.

4 But anyway, | just thought 1'd throw that out.
5 It's not just this country, Col orado, Washi ngton,
6 and the places where it's -- and they' ve had a

7 l onger tinme to see the effects of it in Europe.

8 So | just thought 1'd throw that out so you
9 all know it. And thanks again for being here
10 and for what you're doing.
11 MR, TEDFORD: Thank you.
12 M5. BROAN:  You're wel cone.
13 MR, TEDFORD: Anyone el se? Ckay. |s anybody
14 okay? We're still on those in favor. Yes, ma'am
15 MS. JOHNSON: Ell en Johnson, 7616, M ssion

16 Road. Good eveni ng Mayor Tedford and council. |

17 want to speak in support of, bill 780. I'ma

18 not her with four daughters. |1'm a grandnot her of
19 seven grandchildren and a great-grandnot her of one
20 gr eat - gr andson.
21 And nmy famly's lived in this area for
22 approxi mately 75 years. My nother was one of the
23 children that went to Oaks Park School when she was
24 12 years old. So we have an investnent in this
25 conmuni ty.
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1 | love this community. | have a brother th??i;llg
2 quite a [inaudi ble] key. You mi ght know him He's

3 been in the community for a while. H's nane is Mtt
4 Johnson. Well, he got into an accident.

5 It was drug- and al cohol -rel ated. But you

6 know, people say so many good things about

7 marijuana, what it does. He doesn't use narijuana.
8 He's a quadriplegic. He struggled for 35 years with
9 pain, with nental problens.
10 He's worked that out. He's worked it out
11 through the love of his famly, the support of his
12 comuni ty, through prayer, through his

13 bel i ef system and he has not touched marijuana

14  since that accident.

15 I have a nephew who's had, recently two

16 years ago had brain surgery because of a tunor on
17 his brain stem He didn't turn to marijuana to ease
18 his pain, to cope with [ife. He turned to his

19 famly, his community, to his faith belief system
20 He didn't need any of it. | know that
21 there are many people in the recovery comunity
22 that I'"'mpart of. |I've been clean and sober for 35
23 years. And |'ve heard stories over the years of
24 peopl e com ng out of their |ines of
25 addi ction and where it starts a lot of tinmes is
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2 And kids these days, | hear stories fromthe

3 kids, they don't go to al cohol which used to be the

4 gateway drug, they go to marijuana first. They skip

5 over tobacco, they skip over alcohol, go right to

6 marijuana. That's where they start.

7 And there's terrible stories. |

8 just heard one recently,froma 12-year-old

9 boy. He's been addicted to marijuana for two

10 years. He started when he was 10 years old. A

11 responsi bl e, seem ngly responsible adult got him

12 high at 10 years ol d

13 and introduced himto marijuana. H's dad's

14 girlfriend. So, you know, contributing to the

15 deling- -- delinquency of a mnor used to be an

16 al cohol to a mnor, you know, giving alcohol to a

17 m nor .

18 It's not going to be that if we allow this

19 because the recreational drug of choice is

20 going to be a marijuana in this community if this

21 goes forward, you know, with the allow ng the,

22 zoning to -- to go forward.

23 So | have an uncle who's a veteran of the

24 Vietnam War. He's a paratrooper. He cane back wth

25 ma- -- nalaria and he canme back with PTSD. He
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had a drinking problemfor a while but today
he's drug and al cohol free.

He did not turn to marijuana to ease his PTSD
He turned to the support of his community, to the
|l ove of his famly and to his faith belief system
And | say these things can be done.

W need to put our resources to those areas.
To our faith community, to our recovery conmmunity,
to our famlies, strengthen those things. Let's
bol ster those things.

Let's not turn to the pharmaceuticals because
| think really that's the wong way to go for our
famlies and for our community. And, | |ove
this community. | |ove know ng ny nei ghbors. |
just think it's a terrible thing.

And you know, what affects the outlying areas,
the counties, it affects this place too. You know,
when we cone to town, you know, we want to nake
sure our children are safe. That's why it's such a
great community.

| went to take ny famly to an anmusenent park
over the sumrer and we checked into a hotel and it
snelled like skunk in there. It's |Iike, change ny
room please. | don't like this snell. And it's not

sonmething | want to expose ny little grandchildren
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to, and ny nomthat | took with nme too.

W had to get out of there because it was so
horrible to be exposed to that. And that's not
sonething | want for our conmunity.

You know, | want to be able to go to the
Cantaloupe Festival and just have good ol d fashi oned
fun, you know, or to the farnmer's market. | don't
want to have to worry about what's happening with
peopl e having their noods altered to a
poi nt, you know.

And |'ve tal ked to young peopl e who are using,
gorilla glue and other tantalizing nanes
to their marijuana like girl scout cookies,
you know. Those are the things that our kids are
facing, you know are those choi ces. Those
choi ces are going to be out there once it becones
recreational .

And that's, you know, that's sonething we have
the power to control right here. W -- it's a big
experinment. We don't know what the long term
effects are going to be. It's all an unknown ri ght
Now.

There are no long-term studi es that have been
published on this. so | don't think there's a

big rush to start setting up these businesses. |
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2 to do that. | think let's sit back, let's see what
3 the long-termresults are going to be.

4 And | think sonme of it's cone forward with a
5 | ot of the information that nenbers of our

6 communi ty have conme forward too saying that this is
7 probably the wong thing right now, let's just

8 wai t, you know.

9 Because right nowit is an experinment and it's
10 an experinment that's probably going to go really
11 wong for a lot of the conmmunities in Denver,
12 Col orado, in California and sone places. | want to
13 thank you for your tine and for your patience.

14 MR, TEDFORD: Thank you. Appreciate it. Ckay.
15 Is there anybody else that is for this and we'll go
16 to -- okay. We're going to go to the neutral here
17 really quick. Okay? Yes.

18 M5. CHAMBERLAIN: Good evening. My nane is

19 Mary Beth Chanberlain. | |ive at 455 West
20 Center Street, Fallon, Nevada. |'mrepresenting
21 nyself as a resident of the community.
22 MR, TEDFORD:. Ckay.
23 M5. CHAMBERLAIN. Legal marijuana shops are
24 i nked to higher levels of property crine in nearby
25 areas according to -- there was a study that was
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done in Denver for nearly three years.

So this study showed that there was about 84
nore property crimes per year the
nei ghbor hoods w t hout the nearby recreational
marijuana. In Denver, the crinme rate has grown 44
per cent as reported by the national incident based
reporting system Oh, | have one of these for
everyone.

Sorry. The rate of violent crines per 100, 000
peopl e spi ked 3.4 perfect in Colorado driven by
I ncreases in hom cide rates and vi ol ence assaults.
This is per the Col orado Bureau of
I nvestigati on.

Let's see. So that was from 2015 to 2016.

The nunber of rates increased 7.2 percent,
robberies in Col orado increased 5.9 percent and
hom ci des marked 9.9 perfcent. | don't want this in
nmy nei ghbor hood.

This is two bl ocks away fromny hone, this
nedi cal marijuana that's wanting to go
recreational. My neighborhood is, there's a | ot
of young famlies noving in. |'msure we don't want
that. And I'mreally hoping that you guys approve
thi s ordi nance.

MR. TEDFORD: Ckay. Thank you.
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M5. ZELLER: Hi everyone. |'m Kadie Zeller,

5855 Sheckler Road for the record. I'd like to nmake
a point.
Earlier | heard soneone saying that, oh, big

cities are always drawi ng out our young peopl e,
and all of these things. But | have to admt |ike
| ooki ng around the roomthere's a | ot of peers that
| grew up with who are com ng back into this
community and wanting to be a part of it.

["mstarting my owm nonprofit. There's a
few ot her people on here who are doing really great
things that has nothing to do, with the current
thi ng at hand.

But | just wanted to say that there are people
nmy age and younger coning back and wanting to give
back to the comrunity that's given back so nmuch to
them I1'mgoing to talk lightly on, the
honel essness that's associated with
recreational use and it's, the site sources are
on the paper that | gave you.

So the witer fromthe LA Tinmes says |'ve
spent several nonths interview ng dozens of at
honel ess shelters throughout Col orado. And the
general consensus was Since out,

pardon ne, since Colorado |aunched its |ega
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marijuana market in 2014, 20 to 30 percent of

newconers fromthe shelter and other major cities
said they've cone to be a part of cannabis.

So that's not saying that the indigenous
popul ation are terrible people. That's not what |'m
saying at all.

What | am saying is that people uproot
thenselves to go be a part of this industry
general ly because they either believe that it's
what they want to do with their lives or it's
fiscal, financial.

And | actually have friends who were a part of
the recreational, industry specifically in
Reno.

And he was using because he started goi ng, oh

marijuana is the thing to do. He was using it

for his anxiety and eventually had to quit because
it exacerbated a lot of his nental illness.

and he said | started it for the
[ naudi ble] and | stayed in for the noney.
And | find that wwth a | ot of people ny age,
who are getting into that. And as for the crine,
as per the Col orado Bureau of investigation,
crime has increased.

and these increased rates are tied to the
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1 transi ent popul ati on associated with the rage 22l
2 recreational marijuana industry. There's no
3 question that marijuana and ot her drugs in
4 conmbination with nental illness and other disabling
5 conditions are essential contributors to chronic
6 honel essness.
7 And there's been the point of it's already
8 here. Sure. There's this belief that there's
9 sonet hing that we can't prevent because
10 it's in our conmunity already.
11 But -- and all of the young people that I've
12 tal ked to and spoken with and worked in the
13 schools, there's a genuine belief that, oh well,
14 if the community thinks it's okay. If it's
15 recreational then absolutely it's okay.
16 When | was in college | was under 21 and |
17 didn't use, but it was very easily accessible for
18 nmy peers to get because we had friends that were
19 21.
20 So it perpetuates this belief that if
21 soneone that's 21 can use this and they're using it
22 for whatever reason, it's okay for ne to use
23 because that's the mnd -- that's the eye and the
24 mnd of a mnor. It's, you know, they're going to
25 bel i eve what they see not what we tell them So
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t hank you.

MR, TEDFORD: Ckay, thank you.

Appreciate it. Anyone else in favor? Ckay. W'll go
go to the neutral. Anyone who is neutra
on this issue that would like to testify?

MR KABRAL: Hello M. Myor and council
menbers. My nane is Josh Kabral. |I'mthe
residential programdirector at the treatnent
center in new frontier here in town.

| come up in the neutral category because
| can't have an opinion wth sone of the stuff I'm
going to give to you so I'll try to keep my opinion
out of it.

W' ve heard a lot of statistics and nunbers in
different communities in different states. | just
wanted to give you some nunbers about the
| ocal conmmunity here

MR, TEDFORD: |I'mgoing to tell you
[1 naudi bl e] you're giving us nunbers we're going to
need it for the record.

MR, KABRAL: That's fine.

MR. TEDFORD: Ckay. Josh? Even if you're
neutral .

MR, KABRAL: That's absolutely fine.

MR, TEDFORD: Ckay.
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MR, KABRAL: So | guess the address that |

represent is 1490 Gine Street here at Fallon.
so |l'"ll try to keep it real brief. Basically |
pul | ed the nunbers out of our electronic health
record systemto | ook at adm ssions and
treatnment services provided to different age
groups and conpare narijuana to other
subst ances.
And | just want to give a couple of those
nunbers out. | can email this out to you later.
so the categories that | ran were ages zero to 11
ages 12 to 17, ages 18 to 24, and then ages 25
pl us.
And these are fol ks who are | ooki ng at

di agnosi s of cannabi s use disorder, which has
conmes fromthe DSMV di agnostic statistical nanual.

The nunbers |I'mgoing to give you right
now are fromJune 1 of 2017 to May 31st of 2018,
and these are services provided to clients
who, have a substance use disorder, that's
cannabi s rel at ed.

So zero to 11 years old we sold to total of
seven clients between those dates. Four of
them did not have a substance use di sorder at all,

they were nental health rel ated.
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1 Three of them did have a substance use

2 di sorder and all of those three were cannabis

3 related. Ages 12 to 17 we served a total of 60

4 clients. 37 of the 60 were cannabi s-rel ated. Ages
5 18 to 24 we served 190 clients.

6 Thirty-two of those were cannabis

7 rel ated. And, ages 25 plus we served 565

8 clients, 37 of those were cannabis related. To put
9 that in perspective -- and again, I'll email this
10 out so zero to 11, 100 perfect of the
11 clients had a substance use disorder related to
12 mari j uana.
13 ages 12 to 17, nore than 50 percent
14 of the clients that we served were related to
15 marij uana. We had 106 residential treatnent
16 adm ssions fromJuly 1st to today, 106 residenti al
17 adm ssions that have cannabi s use di sorder.
18 and the tine total fromJune 1st to
19 current we have three -- we've served a total of
20 345 clients that suffer from substance use
21 di sorder.
22 | have a | ot nore nunbers and a | ot nore
23 statistics if you want to hear them but those
24 are kind of the highlights and | knowit's getting
25 late so I'Il kind of |eave it at that unless
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anybody has questi ons.

MR. TEDFORD: Anybody have any questions for
Josh?
MR. ERICKSON: So you're seeing a spike is
what your stats are telling you?
MR. KABRAL: That is part of what the stats
are telling us. Yes.
MR. ERICKSON: And that's occurring although
we haven't even made any action tonight.
MR, KABRAL: Correct.
MR ERI CKSON: Ckay. Thank you.
M5. FROST: Can | clarify your nunbers on,
fromJune 1st last year to current?
MR, KABRAL: Yes.
M5. FROST: Wiere is it? You said 345
clients and all of those are related to marijuana
or is that --
MR. KABRAL: So 345 clients that we've served
have had a subst -- or a cannabis use disorder.
W' ve served what, 726 total.
M5. FROST: Thank you.
MR. KABRAL: Thank you.
MR, TEDFORD: Ckay. Nane and record
[1 naudi bl e] .

M5. ZELLER: Good eveni ng Mayor Tedford,
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Counci | woman Frost, Council man Ri chardson and

Erickson. I'm Andrea Zzeller. | live at 5855
Sheckl er Road in Fallon and I am here on behal f of
Churchill Coalition. I"mgoing to keep this short.
We had sone really great statistics and | am

very inpressed, people have been doing their
homework. | heard a | ot of comments tonight.
I"'mnot sure if Jesus's feet were really touched
wi th cannabis. | thought it was frankincense and
myrrh, but | could be wong.

MR. TEDFORD: Let's stay on
poi nt here. WII you?

M5. DI LLER Okay. | just wanted to share with
you real quickly, again, just sone of the
| atest data that | have and we'll |eave it
at that. And our concern again is the youth and the
communi ty.

| just got statistics this week fromthe
Churchill County Sheriff's office on mnors. They
had 44 arrests for possession of marijuana since
July 1st, 2017.

That was included the police departnent and
the Churchill County Sheriff's departnent arrest
records. And then the |atest thing we just got was

the youth risk behavior survey.
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1 They do that every other year on even
2 year. It is admnistered by the CDC and t hen UNR
3 does the statistics. So in 2015 our past 30-day use
4 of marijuana for our Churchill County hi gh school
5 students was 15 per cent.
6 The 27th statistic that just came out was 26.6
7 percent. So that's a 98 percent increase. | just
8 wanted to share those nunbers with you. Thank you
9 for all the work you've done and |listening to
10 everybody and | appreciate everything you do.
11 MR, TEDFORD: |Is there any questions for
12 Andrea? Ckay.
13 MS. ZELLER: Thanks.
14 MR. TEDFORD: Thank you.
15 MR. MCNEEL: M. Mayor, | want to speak
16 neutral tonight.
17 MR. TEDFORD: Ckay.
18 MR, MCNEEL: | just want to state sone facts.
19 MR, TEDFORD: We're going to need your nane
20 read into the record.
21 MR MCONEEL: 1'd like to say that ny nane is
22 Steve McNeel. | can be reached at 510 West WIIlians
23 Avenue, Fallon, 89406.
24 MR. TEDFORD: Thank you.
25 MR. MCNEEL: | just want to state sone
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facts because a | ot of people got up here and

stated facts but the fact is when they state

t hese facts about drug abuse and all these people
have drug abuse, | just want to state one fact, a
few facts.

One fact is that all the facts that they have
said tonight had nothing to do with the G een Cross
Farmacy's custoners. Those are not their custoners.
Al'l of those facts are fine, but they're none of
t hose are Fallon custoners. Ckay?

So, 46 percent of the people here in this
town voted they wanted recreational marijuana; 46
percent. So if you have 10 percent that's neutral,
then the majority wants it.

Al right? No children buy marijuana at the
Green Cross Farmacy. No children. So all the facts
on the children were fromthe black market.

That's sonething that the Green Cross Farnmacy
is trying to get rid of in Fallon to make life
better. The state | aw passed recreational
marijuana. Green Cross Farnmacy has been in business
in Fallon for three years.

Drugs are here in Fallon. They are not from
the G een Cross Farmacy. They were here before they

got here and they're going to be here if they ever
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1 | eave. The drugs in Fallon are fromthe people in
2 Fall on, not the G een Cross Farmacy. So we need to
3 stop that.

4 W need to stop the Fallon black market.

5 Forty-four arrests, none of those were the G een
6 Cross Farmacy custoners. So let's just,

7 so when we talk facts, let's talk facts. So thank
8 you.

9 MR. TEDFORD:. Thank you.
10 MR, RI CHARDSON: can | ask you a couple of
11 guestions M. MNeel? | was review ng the
12 mnutes fromthe |last neeting and M.
13 Mtchell testified that it cost $150 to get a

14 nmedi cal marijuana card.

15 And | believe everything |'ve seen it's

16 a $50 charge to get it.

17 MR, MCNEEL: Right, but you got to go

18 the doctor usually charges $100 and then it's $50
19 for the state fee. That's where they get that
20 figure.
21 MR, RICHARDSON: So you're estimating that a
22 doctor will cover -- charge $100 and it won't be
23 covered by any insurance or --
24 MR, MCNEEL: Right.
25 VR, Rl CHARDSON: -- insurance wll not cover
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t hat .

MR. MCNEEL: And far as getting a nedical
marijuana card, for the record, if you are a
mlitary person and
you' re getting veteran benefits, and you get a
nmedi cal marijuana card, all your benefits are
cancel ed i mmedi atel y.

That's the reason these peopl e cannot get
those cards. It's very inportant. That's very
inmportant to the people in the mlitary
cannot get those cards. |If they get a nedical
marijuana card, all their benefits are out the
door. All of them

So that's the reason they can't get them
That's the reason they're trying to make this
recreational. It's very inportant for those people.
They lose all their benefits.

M5. FROST: You're stating active duty
mlitary |lose their benefits?

MR. MCNEEL: Anybody. Anybody in the mlitary
that gets a nedical marijuana card -- if you're in
the mlitary, nunber one, you're going to get a
di shonor abl e di schar ge.

MS. FROST: Correct, but we have veterans as

well that are no longer in the mlitary that are

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com



http://www.litigationservices.com

FALLON CI TY COUNCI L MEETI NG - 06/ 19/2018

1 former mlitary. Page 137
5 MR. MCNEEL: Right. Right, but they get a

3 medi cal marijuana card they lose all their
benefits,

4 peri od. Peri od.

5 They throw themright out of the program So
6 iIf they're getting free nedicine from

7 the VA and they get a nedical marijuana card,

8 they're out. M5. FROST: How does the VA have

9 access to that information if it's through the

10 state of Nevada?

11 MR, MCNEEL: You tell ne. It doesn't matter.
12 If you get a nedical marijuana card -- ['Ill tel

13 you about -- let ne -- let ne tell you, this is

14  facts.

15 MR. TEDFORD:. Let's answer the question.

16 MR. MCNEEL: Ckay. The fact don't matter.

17 MR. TEDFORD: You have a busi ness, you

18 you need to know how you run it.

19 MR, MCNEEL: Right, | know [i naudi bl e].

20 MR. TEDFORD: We don't. Renenber we don't

21 regulate it so we don't know t hose things.

22 MR, MCNEEL: That's correct, but you do

23 regul ate the permts. So you do --

24 MR. TEDFORD: The business |icense.

25 MR. MCNEEL: Right, that you do regul ate that.
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1 MR, TEDFORD: O which -- of which you' ve

2 reported hardly any incone to us because you get --
3 you' ve been paying a $50 permit [inaudible] this

4 year.

5 MR, MCNEEL: Right. R ght.

6 MR, TEDFORD: So for two years we're getting
7  $50.

8 MR MCNEEL: Right, but if we get the --

9 MR, TEDFORD: \Which nmeans you have no sal es.
10 That's the | owest sale possible in the city of
11 Fal | on.
12 MR, MCNEEL: Right. So if we get a
13 recreational permt those figures Fallon
14 will get about $100,000 a year [inaudible]. Wth ny
15 cal cul ations --
16 MR. TEDFORD. O her than a $50 permt.
17 MR. MCNEEL: Okay. The state of Nevada --
18 MR, TEDFORD: | know that part.
19 MR. MCNEEL: | know. The state of Nevada has
20 said that if a city or a jurisdiction gives a
21 medi cal marijuana |icense to a dispensary, they're
22 allowed to charge them 3 perfect of the gross
23 sales. That would -- that would be -- in this town
24 it'd be about $100, 000.
25 MR, TEDFORD: | can tell you the nax sale on a
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$50 pernit, the very max sale is $24,999. That's

the max sale on a $50 pernmit, which is what you've
been paying for two years. Answer her question
about the veteran.

MR. MCNEEL: Three years.

MR, TEDFORD: You've upped it this year in 18.
You've -- you're paying a little nore now for sone
reason, but answer her question about the veteran.

MR, MCNEEL: Ckay. What was the question?

M5. FROST: If they --

MR, TEDFORD: We're running on a system here.
They pay us a business license and they don't have
a lot of privileges. You pay us whatever.

You could do $1 million and pay a $50 permit
and they don't conme in and out of your books, I|ike
the state. Anybody has a business license; city of
Fal | on pays whatever they think -- they feel
is right to pay us.

MR, MCNEEL: Right.

MR, TEDFORD: So you could pay us $50 for the
rest of your life, we're not here to nonitor you.

MR. MCNEEL: | don't want to pay.
MR. TEDFORD: Answer her question.
M5. FROST: M question again is if the

nmedi cal marijujuana cards are through the
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state of Nevada, how does the mlitary know that

these veterans have a nedical marijuana card?
MR. MCNEEL: Well, nunber one,
they drug test them So if they conme up positive --
M5. FROST: They don't drug test veterans to
nmy know edge.

MR. MCNEEL: Yes. They do. Yes. They do. They
drug test them Well, if you're getting benefits
and they want to drug test you, they will drug test.

MR, TEDFORD: |Is that what is that based on,
federal |aw, based on adm nistrative regul ation
or what how do they take benefits away
froma veteran is -- what's the |egal basis to
t hat ?

MR, MCNEEL: |[If you get caught with
marijuana in your systemyou | ose your al
your benefits.

MR, RI CHARDSON: So you don't have -- you
don't have a -- it's a legal question. |I'mnot sure
you have the information to ask that, but there's
got to be a legal basis for themto take away to
t hat .

MR MCNEEL: |'mnot an attorney. There's

plenty of attorneys here that can answer that if
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you' d |ike the answer to that.

MR. ERICKSON: If they can drug test themit
doesn't matter if it's nedicinal or
recreational, correct?

MR. MCNEEL: Right. That's correct.

MR, ERICKSON: So the point's not nade. |
nmean, no matter what we do if you're a veteran
you're saying that you're subject to | osing your
benefits because of marijuana.

MR, RI CHARDSON: | have one additional,
one additional question. You know, reading
those mnutes several tines it was alluded to
in the mnutes that a | ot of people
were willing to pay a higher price for recreational
marij uana than nmedi cal and not get a nedi cal
marijuana card which is cheaper

Can you tal k about your price structure? Wy
woul d recreational be nore expensive than nedical ?

MR. MCNEEL: It's all in the sales tax. The
price of the nerchandise is all the sane.

MR, RI CHARDSON: So just the sales tax
per cent age.

MR. MCNEEL: R ght. If you don't
have a nedi cal nmarijuana card, you got to pay a 20

per cent sal es tax.
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MR, RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Thanks for the

clarification. It wasn't clear.

MR. MCNEEL: Thank you.

MR. TEDFORD: How do we know when, | guess
when to consi der you came up here,
wasn't going to ask you one question tonight but
you canme up here so you invited them How do we
knowwith -- if recreational -- Senator Segerbl om
here, you know, very eloquently stated
there's supposed to be a marriage of these two. And
the marriage is a little different, |
believe, in a small town than in a larger city.

How do we know when you have a
concentration of sales in one |ocation that what
you have in small town, this is what happens in a
smal | town.

You grow up here and soneone goes to the
m nute market, or in the old days, the gas station
that sold liquor, and they buy beer for the young
ki d, younger kids and then that's when we do
regul ate. Believe ne, that's when the police do get
i nvol ved - -

MR MCNEEL: Sure.

MR, TEDFORD: -- is they catch all of these

kids. And | think that's kind of a concern,
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this marriage of the two.

Now, it's kind of |like the m nute market.
Steve, you know you have this person
that either has a card which has been a
concer n.

That's why a | ot of these stats people are
tal ki ng about, and maybe sone people are m ssing
that, of the year, the | ast year when your sales
maybe have picked up here on West Wl lians that
didn't occur when you were on East cCenter.

Sonme people didn't even know you were here.
Now t hey know you're here now on the biggest
fastest street we have, biggest traffic count. You
know, let me finish. I get to talk now

so they go buy the marijuana with the
card, or once recreation, now w thout even a card
just being over 21 you get to go in there and buy
it and you give it to the high school kid, which
kind of is the story already happening.

That' s happened and that's why sone of
the probl ens are happening at the school. That's
why you have sone school related people here
tonight. So that marriage is buying the beer for
the kids on Friday night, now you buy the nmarijuana

for the kids, the adult. We're not talking to 50-
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1 or 60-year-old person

2 W're talking to 20-year-olds going in and

3 buyi ng, or -- or maybe the adults | eaving around

4 the house |like they steal their |iquor cabinet and

5 give it to the kids. So that's the concern, the

6 marriage of the two. I'"'malready a little

7 concerned about it happeni ng now.

8 The council thinks they did the right

9 thing at the tine allow ng nedical, people getting

10 hel p. Ckay? This is a hel ping community. Took sone

11 criticismfor it. Ckay?

12 But felt |ike they hel ped and now this

13 marriage, that nmakes them nervous because these

14 stories are out there that it's turned into the

15 kids getting |liquor on a Friday or Saturday night

16 they're getting marijuana now.

17 But this they can save up because it's -- no.

18 No. No. | get to finish. They saved up all week.

19 kay? So that's the dilenmma facing us now.

20 It's alittle different thing. It's sonething

21 we don't know much about.

22 So that's why we have this hearing to hear

23 from people. Totally kind of going down the

24 i ne because it sonehow it got out there that they

25 turned it down May 1st. It says -- [inaudible] are
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1 tal ki ng about | ast week when we just -- staff

2 directed us to get sone kind of ordinance

3 formfor tonight so we could have this hearing.

4 And half the town thinks we've al ready turned

5 It down. What the heck are you have in another

6 neeting for, you know? Can't you deci de? Hey, we

7 didn't decide. That's what tonight's about. So you

8 see the dil enma.

9 MR. MCNEEL: Onh, | see [inaudible].

10 MR. TEDFORD: W give it to the kids. So

11 kids aren't getting drugs, the drug

12 guys are giving them drugs.

13 No. It's you guys. You're the drug guys in

14 town. So people tell ne sonetinmes, no. These guys

15 aren't bad guys, they're nedical marijuana guys.

16  You see what | nean?

17 MR, MCNEEL: [ naudible].

18 MR, TEDFORD: So | explained you what's on ny

19 heart and what |' mthinking

20 about. How do you get -- how do you, how do you

21 find a way through this? And sonetines it's

22 difficult. It's difficult.

23 MR. MCNEEL: Right. Wat | don't understand is

24 why Robert told -- you know, when | first

25 got this permt and | cane and saw you, | cane and
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1 saw the chief of police. You were the chief of rage 148
2 police at the tine, right?

3 MR. TEDFORD: | did -- | did sone [inaudible]
4 inthe hall. W didn't neet because you

5 MR. MCNEEL: | know. | wanted to see you but
6 VMR. TEDFORD: -- you don't need to neet. You
8 just get a business |icense because it's legal. A
9 | ot of people forget it's legal in Nevada. It's
10 | egal in Nevada. That's why -- where's Allen.
11 It's legal in Nevada just like beer is legal in
12 Nevada. You see what | mean now?
13 So when you [inaudi bl e] soneone m ght
14 confuse that it's illegal. It's not illegal. It's
15 | egal in Nevada. Just didn't get [inaudible]
16 illegal here. But we're in the state of Nevada for
17 heaven sakes.
18 Read your history books. [Inaudible] is a good
19 one. So, anyway, that's ny |ast question. You can
20 sit down and be happier. You ask nme sonething el se
21 it's going to | ead ne sonewhere el se you may not
22 want to go.
23 MR, MCNEEL: That's all right. You know, this
24 Is our last neeting. So |I'mjust curious
25 why when | got that permt | cane and asked you
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1 guys if you wanted it, Robert said we're going ?%?e o
2 treat this |like any other business. WlIl, that was
3 great up until now. It's not being treated |ike any
4 ot her busi ness.

5 MR. TEDFORD: Well, that's because state | aw
6 Is different. The state |law treats

7 them both differently. Medical has its own NRS

8 statute. Maybe we need to have a synposium hel d by
9 t he Senator.
10 Recreational has another statute. Ckay? It's
11 very sinple. [Inaudible] isn't that true? Both
12 different statutes. Cone on, you're in a business
13 don't try to act like you' re sone naive guy here.
14 MR, MCNEEL: |'mpretty naive.
15 MR. TEDFORD: You're not. You're a pretty
16 smart guy trying to act |ike you got wool put over
17 your eyes and you don't. So don't fool ne up. |I've
18 been fooled by a | ot of people but you are
19 not going to be one of them
20 MR, MCNEEL: [|I'mnot trying to fool you. I'm
21 not trying to fool you, |I'"mjust, you know, |'m
22  just caught, you know, between a rock and a hard
23 pl ace.
24 MR TEDFORD: It's getting |late here for you
25 and |. It's past 10 o'clock. | should be on ny way
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to bed or watching the G ant Gane by now.

MR, MCNEEL: Ckay. Al right. Well, thank you,
mayor. Thank you.

MR. TEDFORD: Thank you, sir.

MR. NATHAN. Can | speak?

MR, TEDFORD: No. No. No. No. No. W're not
goi ng back there.

MR. NATHAN:. |'m not going backwards |'m goi ng
forward

MR, TEDFORD: No. We're on neutral. Sorry.

MR. NATHAN: |l know you just wanted to
[ 1 naudi bl e].

MR, TEDFORD: It's 10:07. They're not com ng
back up here or stuff all tonight that hasn't been
true, but Nathan is going to be fine. Both
si des peopl e have said things that are on the edge,
we' re okay. That being said, I'mgoing to close the
comrent s.

Does the council have any questions of anyone
that tal ked tonight? Do you have a questi on,

Nat han? | give you 20 seconds and if you incite
sonebody over here, | don't know what | can do. |
can't do anyt hi ng.

MR. NATHAN: [l naudible]. According to the US

Departnent of Veteran Affairs, the first point is
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1 veterans will not be denied VA benefits because o

2 marij uana use.

3 MR, TEDFORD: God bless their hearts. Okay. W
4 good with that? Ardea, do you need 20 seconds?

5 Ckay. Let's close this public hearing and I'I1l tell
6 you a little how seven is going to go.

7 A remnder, | said at the beginning I'll allow
8 very little public comment prior to seven then the
9 council is going to deliberate. They'll consider
10 all comments that you all nmade during six. Ckay?
11 Everything you said. Got people [inaudible]
12 and out here that are just |like ne. There's no need
13 to repeat anything you said. Seriously, they've
14 heard ya.
15 They're really good people and they have the
16 heart of the community and business in m nd
17 and are not trying to chase business out of town.
18 That's just not what they do. The council
19 Is going to deliberate as they see fit tonight.
20 They may ask for clarification or
21 further comment from anybody or they may not.
22 And then the council is going to adopt or not this
23 bill or they may anend it in any respect prior to
24 Its adoption.
25 | hate to say this wth the Senator in
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attendance but it's like a mni |egislative session
that's been going on for two weeks and we'l|

toni ght hear so they'll discuss it a bit.

Does anybody have any -- any -- any small coment
they want to make other than the 22nd today

[1 naudi bl e] -- Nathan? You can't conme up here
anynore.

Ckay. We're good. Let's go to seven. The

council is going to deliberate at this time on the
possi bl e adoption of bill nunber 780 as ordi nance
nunber 761.

It's an ordi nance amendi ng the Fallon nuni
code to prohibit marijuana cultivation facilities,
marijuana testing facilities, marijuana product
manuf acturing facilities, marijuana
distributors, retail marijuana stores, non-nedical,
nmedi cal marijuana, independent testing |abs,
nmedi cal marijuana cultivation facilities and
facilities for the production of edible nmarijuana
products or marijuana infused products in the city
of Fallon and for other matters properly
rel ated there too.

This is for possible action. Okay council,
this is where you all have a chance to

del i berate. You have a question for nme during
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1 del i berations |I'mnore than happy to respond.

2 but this is your tine, not mne.

3 So | turn seven over to you all and then I'1]
4 l et you go for a while and then you have before you
5 sone different things you can do as you know how to
6 do this. Thank you all for your patience tonight,

7 as | thank all of you for your patience for com ng.
8 I[t's an inportant decision and al ways

9 evolving life of the city of Fallon as any other
10 comunity in our state. And before we start,
11 you know, there's sone things said about our state
12 and | believe our state is a state. | goto
13 pl aces and tal k about how noney needs to go South
14 just as it does North.
15 We have to think as a state not as Churchil
16 County or the North. And that's how we get things
17 solved. And |'ve had the opportunity to be friends
18 with those mayors in Las Vegas and Hender son
19 and Mesquite and Boulder City and | know their
20 probl ens and they know m ne.
21 And, | feel very happy about that.
22 And so I know we've voted against it. | know a | ot
23 of rural counties did and soneone nentioned that,
24 and boy, | know those things already. This council
25 does.
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so we have it and we deal with it as

best we can and it doesn't make
them bad or us bad on a variety of issues. It just
makes us think a little differently soneti nes.

And the best thing we can do is try to think
ali ke on as many things as we can together. And
t hat has hel ped us succeed as a city in trying to
think I'i ke Reno as Ardea and | tal ked about.

And sonetines we do the sane

thi ngs and sonetines we just think differently and
it's okay. That doesn't nake them any
better or us any better. So council, cone on let's
go.

M5. FROST: Ckay. I'Ill start. well, 1'd
|i ke to thank everybody for com ng out tonight.
We appreciate you being here to voice your
opinions. | think we all listened carefully to
what everybody had to say.

| want to nake it very clear | know
there's been sone statenents nmade that | don't
believe the Green Cross Farmacy
sells to anybody under the age of 21. | think you
run a clean operation, but | am concerned that when
adults get their hands on these products

that children will also be getting their hands
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on these products, not directly through you but

t hrough those adults that are irresponsible.

our conmunity voted agai nst
recreational marijuana and | think
there's a distinction because our community voted
in favor of nedical marijuana.

The research |'ve | ooked at, | think
there's a | ot of questions, that are not
answered at this point in time regarding the
effects of marijuana, the long-termeffects on
young people and on adults.

I know there is prom se and potenti al
for nmedical marijuana to help people with things
i ke epil epsy, possibly multiple sclerosis, and
a lot of that goes back to the CBD oil, fromny
research and so forth

Also |'"m going back to the

stat enment about the federal governnent and
nmedi cal marijuana has been approved in, fromny
research, 29 states.

And if ny figures are correct, I used to teach
governnent so | hope | amcorrect, that equals 58
Senators. That 58 percent of the Senators are from

states that have | egalized nedical marijuana.

al so did the figuring.
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That's 265 House nenbers. That's 61 percent of

t he House. Now, where | get sone concern. | think
| think we're on safe ground
there in sone ways because | think the
federal governnment is possibly noving to do nore
research in the area of nedical marijuana.

And | believe, the federal governnent has
backed off in spending noney to go after
nmedi cal marijuana, in states where
they have legalized it. Now, with recreational we
have ni ne States.

That's only 18 Senators, 18 percent. 92 House
menbers, nost of those are California. That's 21
percent. So those are sone figures that | | ook at.
Now, the mayor and our staff nenbers have to
deal with the federal governnment in a | ot of
di fferent areas.

And that makes nme a little unconfortable
when we're in the mnority of states that have
recreational marijuana. 2again, | still have

safety and heal th concerns.

Again, | think our comrunity does not want
a recreational marijuana facility. so I'll go
ahead and nake a notion. | nove to

adopt bill nunber 780 as introduced and w thout
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anmendnent. I'mgoing to read the rest of it.

MR. RICHARDSON: Before we pass for a second |
want to make some conmments.

MR. TEDFORD:. Let's wait for [inaudible] where
we nove with that notion. We can--we'l|l hold that
noti on.

MR. RICHARDSON: Ckay.

M5. FROST: | w thdraw the notion then.

MR. RICHARDSON: (kay, yeah. There's
definitely argunents on both sides. | nmean, it's a
bi g i ssue obvi ously.

and there's a lot of passion in this room
Just so you -- a little disclosure about ny
background. Professionally | work for the
departnent of public safety. I'"'ma lieutenant with
the adult, parole and probation.

|"'malso on the board of directors for New

Frontier Treatnment center and | previously worked
at Rite of Passage for a juvenile
rehabilitation facility here in Nevada many, nmany
years ago.

So I do have a | ot of background on this
i ssue, and al so attended many nmarij uana
synposi uns with presenters on both sides,

just in ny capacity as an enployee with
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1 the state, for GPS rage o
2 My concerns are the way this | aw was
3 enacted and created, it's given us
4 an either or situation.
5 Don't believe that we are going to rule
6 that recreational marijuana will be illegal in the
7 state of Nevada and our |ocal |aw enforcenent wll
8 be able to go after adults if they find themin
9 possession of marijuana or if they're even grow ng
10 it.
11 That's not going to happen. The only
12 way that's going to happen is if we approve a
13 special permt or zoning for a business
14 entity to sell, that would prohibit private growers
15 in every community.
16 | know | heard sone testinony about
17 you know, | used to live in this, | think it was
18 M. Waite, you know, having nmarijuana around your
19 house and your nei ghbor hoods,
20 that is a real concern.
21 And it's a concern to people |I've tal ked to.
22 |'ve talked to a | ot of people in ny nei ghborhood
23 and throughout this community that work at various
24 pr of essi onal |evels.
25 And sone of them they're not as
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passionate as the group here in opposition of

recreational marijuana, but they do have
bi g concerns about uncontrolled private grow h that
can happen anywhere.

Around school s, around parks, and there is not
one thing the city can do about that. What
are we to say to a honeowner that's trying to enjoy
their backyard when a proficient marijuana
grower is growing marijuana on the other side of
his fence and he can and snell that pungent snell
of marijuana everyday com ng fromthe backyard.

That's a reality. Marijuana

growing and growh is a big process. Entities
now [inaudible] also will be able to create and
make their own edibles in any formor fashion
wi t hout any control.

Marijuana wll be untested and THC | evel s. So
I want to nention the marijuana back in the day and
the marijuana today is different and there's no way
to know that [inaudible] certain strains and people
privately that are allowed to do that.

"' mconcerned that a busi ness person nmay cone
come into Fallon and decide to hold workshops on
how to grow your own marijuana in your house and we

| ose control of neighborhoods, honme val ues and al

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com



http://www.litigationservices.com

FALLON CI TY COUNCI L MEETI NG - 06/ 19/2018

Page 158

1 those things. And we can't -- we have to tell

2 nei ghbors that there's nothing we can do because we
3 don't have that business [inaudible].

4 But yet again, that was ny position last tine
5 and I|'mhearing a little bit nore different and

6 nore testinony on the reasons why not to pronote

7 it. I was recently in [inaudible] |ast weekend and
8 comng into the town of [inaudible], which is ny

9 County, they have approved marijuana.
10 recreational marijuana.
11 And when you cone in there's a big sign that's
12 in green that points you to, you know, the entity
13 of the business that's selling it. And to ne

14 what an eyesore, and it kind of now | get that

15 image in ny head that's what [inaudible] about.

16 And | think that's what people -- you guys are
17 saying and people in Fallon, is one, we don't want
18 that image. It's on our main street. And soneone

19 said, you know, the children, the juveniles, they
20 don't understand.
21 If we say yes, you can do it. It's like we're
22 saying yes. In an inadvertent way that marijuana is
23 okay and it's safe and there's not a problemwth
24  it.
25 Wll, | do -- because | do work for New
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1 Frontier as a board nenber and | used to be,

2 was a forner state licensed counsel or, |

3 don't |ike that nessage bei ng sad.

4 So we're really rolling the dice on do we hope
5 we don't have problens in our neighborhoods or do

6 we want to protect our children |ike

7 I'"'m hearing, in a way, where we say no

8 to busi nesses so we don't have that on the front

9 end of our comunity?

10 We're not like Reno, Las Vegas, San D ego.

11 nmean, there's comunities that have accepted it

12 and they have the signage, they have

13 the businesses, but they have the ability to nove
14 and get away fromit and live in different
15 nei ghbor hoods and not be exposed to that and not
16 that certain area identifying that's who they are.
17 In Fallon, it's a different story. W
18 if we get one business or two businesses, it really
19 i npacts how we feel about this comunity and how
20 people cone in and their first inpression of
21 of Fallon, Nevada should not be a big green sign
22 poi nting here that marijuana is |egal now, here's
23 the recreational dispensary.
24 And ny fear now after listening is yes. Maybe
25 there will be people deciding to drive in to Fallon
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2 That's a legitimte

3 concern. | know when finally it opens up, and if we
4 don't have one, |I'manticipating that people that,
5 in Fallon, that choose to decide to use narijuana

6 they' Il make that drive, and that's what

7 finally we'll be known about.

8 That's where they sell pot. And that becones
9 their imge. And so |I'mgoing to change ny position
10 fromlast time and |'mgoing to support this
11 or this.
12 MR, TEDFORD: Don't do that, please. | asked
13 you not to. No. I'Il use this and | don't like to
14 use this. Go ahead.

15 MR, ERICKSON: [Ilnaudible] |ady and I

16 don't think |I've ever net anybody that was so

17 passi onate about her famly and such an advocate

18 for her children and her grandchil dren.

19 And 1'd also |like to acknow edge that |
20 was elected to the council here 35 years ago. At
21 that tine, there was a grandfather and his
22 partner, Jack Diehl over our city attorneys they served
23 this city for over three decades and
24 their service was extraordinary.
25 And that was before his distinguished career
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as a district judge here. So, | appreciate the

contributions that your famly has made to our
community and |'ve enjoyed your friendship over the
years.
I'"d like to start off with, there was sone
comment in the flyer, that G een Cross
Far macy, provided the comrunity in solicitation
for their city neeting.
And in the coment, it, nentioned
counci | woman's Frost and my vote
no because it was | egal under federal |aw. And
that this was a contradiction.
A contradiction with our vote when we
approved the nedica
marijuana i ssue, which was actually
an i ssue on zoni ng, and the thousand-f oot
limt froma school.
Federal |aw is based on the 1970

Control | ed Substance Act. And marijuana is |listed

20 as a Schedul e | substance that needed to be

21
22
23
24
25

controlled for the reasons it has a high potentia
for abuse and has absolutely no acceptabl e nedi cal
use.

The conparabl e, substances are ecstasy,

marijuana, heroin, and LSD. Schedule |1, which
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allows for prescriptions for nedical

use under a doctor's order, is cocaine, neth,
Oxycontin. so, what's changed in the | ast 48
years? Basically nothing.

That federal statute is on the
books. It's a federal crinme to possess,
manuf acture, grow marijuana, either
recreational or nedical. So there is inconsistency
there, how can you approve one and not the other?

But there has been sone novenent recently, and
by recently | nmean in the |ast few years, and this
was alluded to a little bit by the
gentl enen that spoke from San Di ego.

There's a Rohrabacher-Farr anmendnent that
has been proposed. The first tine it was proposed
in 2001. It was proposed for every standing bill
before the Congress eight tinmes total until it
finally passed in 2014.

So we' ve seen sone novenent in the creation of
the marijuana industry starting in about
2013, 2014. The other thing that occurred during
that period of tinme was the Col e nenorandum which
actually was a nenorandum i ssued by a deputy,
excuse ne, a deputy attorney general in 2013 to al

50 US attorneys in all 50 states.
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The menorandum basically said, it didn't

demand, it didn't dictate, it basically said that
your priorities for utilizing your resources in
your office should be, not toward, in

states where nmarijuana was either recreationa

or nedi cal approved, should not be toward the
enforcenent of the federal law in those

I ssues.

As we all know, the Cole Amendnent was
rejected by our current attorney general on his
third day in office. So it no | onger exists. Now,
t hat amendnent covered all marijuana use. The
Rohr abacher-Farr anmendnent is different.

It restricts, and I'll read it here, it
prevents the departnment of justice from spendi ng
federal funds to prosecute marijuana related
activities if they are permtted under state
speci fic nedical marijuana | aw.

It lists all 26 states that have approved
nmedi cal marijuana law. It further states that this
| aw, this amendnent does not cover recreational
mari j uana.

So there is a distinct difference at the
federal |evel of enforcenent policy as to whether

or not, not people that are using, selling,
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manuf act uri ng, medical marijuana, and the use

of federal resources to prosecute those fol ks and
enforce the Controll ed Substance Act
as it pertains to nedical marijuana.

Now, that anmendnent was first passed in 2014.
It's been renewed in every budget cycle since then
atotal of 11 times, the latest being in the
current budget which was passed in, | believe,
March and expires in Septenber.

That was passed by the Senate and the house
and signed by the president of United States,
Donal d Trunp.

So there's a relatively, a strong protection

agai nst a recognition, | believe, by the
Congress that there is nmedical benefit for nedical
marijuana and a recognition that 29 states have,
have passed nedi cal nmarijuana statutes.

But it specifically excludes any protection
for recreational marijuana in the seven states that
have passed that.

That being said, the reason why
this is inportant to ne is not for the governance
of the city of Fallon, it's for the perception that
we send out to the comunity, that if you, under

the current state | aw, where we have,

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112
www. | i tigationservices.com



http://www.litigationservices.com

FALLON CI TY COUNCI L MEETI NG - 06/ 19/2018

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N D N D DM DN P P P PP P PP
gag A W N B O © 00 N O 0o b~ w N+ O

_ _ Page 165
basically legalized at the state | evel

with certain restrictions, both nmedical narijuana
and recreational marijuana, the perception is
marijuana is legal. Marijuana is not |egal.

Marijuana, if you're caught with marijuana,
you're still subject to prosecution under the
marijuana statutes, and they are strong statutes.
The penalties are severe.

And as far as judges go, they have very
discrg{}gkein sentenci ng based on the nmandatory,
federal mandatory sentencing act.

So there's a danger to our citizens that have
the inpression that what they're doing is al
right, but if they're caught by the DEA or another
federal agency, the consequences can be grave.

There is a continuing danger with the
Rohr abacher-Farr legislation in that sonetine
that legislation mght not be attached to a
standing bill, and then that goes away and we Qo
right back to that.

The other point 1'd like to make is that
perception matters. And the testinony here today
i ndicates that there's a perception in the
comunity that as a result of the

passage of the petitions and
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the |l egalization under certain conditions

of marijuana within the state of Nevada,
that it's legal and the perception is that if it's
| egal, it's okay.
That there's no downside to
it. That there's no possible health
consequences or addi ction consequences, or as
t hank you for your testinony doctor,
consequences, if you becone
pregnant and have an unborn chil d.
| think the science and the
information is still, even though it's been
48 years, very limted. And
perhaps there's even better science
internationally than there is in the United States.
But | think the direction of Congress on
this issue was alluded that we were
on the threshold of |egislation that
woul d renove the the marijuana from
the scheduling of controlled
subst ances.
There's been 18 separate
bills in Congress right now as we speak, probably
nore than that.

There's 18 bills that can be identified in
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1 Congress at this tinme dealing with marijuana. They
2 cover everything fromcurrency regul ation,

3 racket eering, student |oans, water rights,

4 all related issues to marijuana at this tine.

5 There's absolutely no way to

6 proj ect what way any of those bills will go if they
7 go anywher e.

8 And, so | think if we make any kind of a

9 deci si on based on what we're projecting that
10 federal law w Il be, or even the future of,
11 state law, we cone up to a new | egislative
12 session in January, state law could very easily
13 change on this issue.
14 So, with that said, | think
15 that |1've seen the benefits of nedica
16 marijuana. |'ve seen people that are very close to
17 me that have suffered severe nedical issues
18 and the only relief they got was from marijuana.
19 And that was part of what pronpted nmy vote
20 before, was that | think that there
21 are people that benefit greatly fromthat nedical
22 marijuana. And | think that
23 that said, | believe that there are
24 nmedi cal benefits for nedical narijuana.
25 so, | nyself am al so planning
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1 to vote in favor of the adoption of the

2 or di nance.

3 MR. TEDFORD:. It doesn't seemlike we're going
4 to have nuch debate. So thank you for your

5 positions that you laid out each of you.

6 appreciate it. Thank you for your tinme. You spent

7 the last 45 days on this.

8 we had a notion, it was wthdrawn. |

9 wonder, Kelly, if you wish to make that notion again
10 M5. FROST: | do. | nove to adopt bil

11 nunber 780 as introduced and w t hout anendnent.

12 MR. TEDFORD: W have a notion to adopt bil

13 nunber 780 up as ordi nance nunber 761 by
14  Councilwoman Frost. Do we have a second to that
15 notion?
16 MR. ERICKSON: 1'll second.
17 MR. TEDFORD: W have a second from Council man
18 Eri ckson. Al in favor.
19 M5. FROST: Aye.
20 MR. ERICKSON: Aye.
21 MR. RICHARDSON: Aye.
22 MR. TEDFORD: None opposed. Mdtion carries on
23 3-0 vote to adopt bill nunber 780 as ordi nance
24 nunber 761. Thank you all for your patience.
25 Appreciate it. Drive carefully. we'll take a

Litigation Services | 800-330-1112

www. | i tigationservices.com



http://www.litigationservices.com

FALLON CI TY COUNCI L MEETI NG - 06/ 19/2018

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N D N DD DM DN P P P PP P PP
gag A W N B O © 00 N O O B~ w N +—» O

Page 169
short recess.

Oh, [inaccurate] public conment on any ot her
matter? Ckay. We'll take staff reports, chief.
El sie. Thank you, Chief. Elsi, Ryan, Bryan bl ue
shirt, the blue team the blue man group, Kaitlin,
Jane, Adri an.

Thank you. Gary, M ke, Robert. Lem, why the
heck did you turn your |ight on? Thank you, sir.
Lem?

MALE: [l naudi bl e].

MR. TEDFORD: He comment ed?

MALE: He did [inaudible].

MR. TEDFORD: Nothing from Lem, just in case
I"'mover the top of him Nothing from Lem.
Counci | ?

M5. FROST: Thank you, staff, for sticking
through this whole neeting. | appreciate it.

MR, TEDFORD: Thank you for occupying the
opposition row. Were you all right there the whole
tinme?

M5. FROST: Yeah.

MR. TEDFORD: That isn't an offer. Thank
you all for hanging in. Janes, any --
and he's now going to turn his mc on. Bob,

could you brief us on that
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1 [ 1 naudi bl e] ?
2 MR, ERICKSON: (kay.
3 MR, TEDFORD: Does anybody hear that, what he
4 said? You all know what?
. MALE: W all know the amendnent.
5 MR, TEDFORD: What did he say? You all know?
7 The Col E anmendnent .
8 MALE: The Col e anmendnent.
MR. TEDFORD: Like is it -- was it about
° W\ést
10 Virginia Coal ?
11 MALE: [ I naudi bl e] anmendnent, right?
12 MR. TEDFORD: The C-o0-a-|1 anmendnent.
13 MALE: That's when | go.
14 MR, TEDFORD: It's okay. Al right. | think
15 there's nothing left and there's no need for
16 executive session. Thank you all for your hard
17 work on this issue. It was a difficult evening,
18 but thank you all. And, we're adjourned.
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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I, Chris Naaden, a transcriber, hereby declare
under penalty of perjury that to the best of ny
ability the above 170 pages contain a full, true
and correct transcription of the tape-recording
that | received regarding the event |listed on the

caption on page 1.

| further declare that | have no interest in

the event of the action.

April 1, 2021

Chri s Naaden

(Fallon Gty Council Meeting, 6-19-18)
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HEALTH | NFORVATI ON PRI VACY & SECURI TY: CAUTI ONARY NOTI CE

Litigation Services is committed to conmpliance with applicable federal
and state |aws and regul ations (“Privacy Laws”) governing the
protection andsecurity of patient health information.Notice is
herebygiven to all parties that transcripts of depositions and |ega
proceedings, and transcript exhibits, may contain patient health
information that is protected from unauthorized access, use and
disclosure by Privacy Laws. Litigation Services requires that access,
mai nt enance, use, and disclosure (including but not Iimted to

el ectroni c database maintenance and access, storage, distribution/

di ssem nation and communication) of transcripts/exhibits containing
patient information be performed in conpliance with Privacy Laws.

No transcript or exhibit containing protected patient health
information may be further disclosed except as permtted by Privacy
Laws. Litigation Services expects that all parties, parties’
attorneys, and their H PAA Business Associates and Subcontractors will
make every reasonable effort to protect and secure patient health
information, and to conply with applicable Privacy Law mandat es
including but not limted to restrictions on access, storage, use, and
disclosure (sharing) of transcripts and transcript exhibits, and
applying “m ni num necessary” standards where appropriate. It is
recommended that your office reviewits policies regarding sharing of
transcripts and exhibits - including access, storage, use, and
disclosure - for conpliance with Privacy Laws.
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Valerie Swirczek
%

From: Verrees, James F <James.Verrees@bannerhealth.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 16, 2018 6:34 PM

To: Valerie Swirczek

Cc: Verrees, James F

Subject: ACOG- Original Research June 2018 - Colorado Experience- Please review
Attachments: Recommendations_FromHCannabis_Dispensaries_About.1 3.pdf

Good Evening Valerie Swirczek,

The attached June 2018 ACOG paper is for your review.
The data is disturbing.

Please review and distribute as you feel appropriate.
Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
Jim Verrees
C:910-581-4473

From: Valerie Swirczek [mailto:vswirczek@fallonnevada.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, June 05, 2018 3:14 PM

To: Verrees, James F <James.Verrees@bannerhealth.com>

Subject: RE: ACOG Committee Opinion regarding Marjuana use during Pregnancy and Lactation Oct2017

** STOP. THINK. External Email **
Good afternoon Dr. Verrees,

Thank you for the literature, I will distribute it accordingly.

The Fallon City Council meeting, which includes the public hearing, will take place on Tuesday, June 19 at 7:00pm in the
Council Chambers at City Hall, 55 West Williams Avenue.

Draft Bill No. 780 is attached. This is the Bill that will be considered during the meeting.

Kindly,

Valerie Swirczek,

Executive Secretary

City of Fallon

55 West Williams Avenue
Fallon, NV89406
775.423.3040
vswirczek(@fallonnevada.gcov

From: Verrees, James F <James.Verrees@bannerhealth.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 5, 2018 8:18 AM
To: Valerie Swirczek <vswirczek@fallonnevada.gov>




Cc: Verrees, James F <James.Verrees@bannerhealth.com>
Subject: ACOG Committee Opinion regarding Marjuana use during Pregnancy and Lactation Oct2017

Good Morning Valerie Swirczek,
Thank you for your time on the phone this morning.

Attached is the American College of Ob/Gyn Committee Opinion on Marijuana use during pregnancy and lactation
released in October 2017 for your review.

I do not know of any data that shows that marijuana use in pregnancy has a positive effect on subsequent offspring
performance.

| advise against any marijuana use in pregnancy as | believe that marijuana has a harmful effect not only on the mother
but on the child.

If possible, | would like to be able to talk at the upcoming City Council Meeting.
Can you please let me know the time and date?

Thank you again for your time and your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jim

C: 910-581-4473

James F. Verrees, M.D.

Banner Medical Group

801 East Williams Avenue

Fallon, NV 89406

0:775-867-7760
F: 775-423-2707
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Obstetrics: Original Research

Recommendations From Cannabis
Dispensaries About First-Trimester

Cannabis Use

Betsy Dickson, mp, Chanel Mansfield, mpr, Maryam Guiahi, Mp, MSe, Amanda A. Allshouse, s,
Laura M. Borgelt, Pharm, Jeanelle Sheeder, Php, Robert M. Silver, Mp, and Torri D. Metz, Mmp, Ms

OBJECTIVE: To characterize recommendations given to
pregnant women by Colorado cannabis dispensaries
regarding use of cannabis products for nausea during
the first trimester of pregnancy.

METHODS: This was a statewide cross-sectional study in
which advice about cannabis product use was requested
using a mystery caller approach. The caller stated she was 8
weeks pregnant and experiencing morning sickness. Dis-
pensaries were randomly selected from the Colorado
Department of Revenue Enforcement Division website.
The primary outcome was the proportion of marijuana
dispensaries that recommended a cannabis product for use
during pregnancy. We hypothesized that 50% of dispensaries
would recommend use. A sample size of 400 was targeted to
yield a two-sided 95% CI width of 10%. Secondary out-
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comes included the proportion endorsing cannabis use as
safe during pregnancy, specific product recommendations,
and encouraging discussion with a health care provider.
Recommendations were compared by licensure type (med-
ical, retail, or both) and location (rural vs urban).

RESULTS: Of the 400 dispensaries contacted, 37% were
licensed for medical sale (n=148), 28% for retail (n=111),
and 35% for both (n=141). The majority, 69% (277/400),
recommended treatment of morning sickness with can-
nabis products (95% Cl 64-74%). Frequency of recom-
mendations differed by license type (medical 83.1%,
retail 60.4%, both 61.7%, P<.001). Recommendations
for use were similar for dispensary location (urban 71%
vs nonurban 63%, P=.18). The majority (65%) based their
recommendation for use in pregnancy on personal opin-
ion and 36% stated cannabis use is safe in pregnancy.
Ultimately, 81.5% of dispensaries recommended discus-
sion with a health care provider; however, only 31.8%
made this recommendation without prompting.
CONCLUSION: Nearly 70% of Colorado cannabis dis-
pensaries contacted recommended cannabis products to
treat nausea in the first trimester. Few dispensaries
encouraged discussion with a health care provider
without prompting. As cannabis legalization expands,
policy and education efforts should involve dispensaries.
(Obstet Gynecol 2018;131:1031-8)

DOI: 10.1097/A0G.0000000000002679

M arijuana use in pregnancy may have adverse
effects on the fetus, including fetal growth

restriction and long-term neurologic consequences.!:2
The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecol-
ogists states, “obstetrician-gynecologists should be
discouraged from prescribing or suggesting the use of
marijuana for medicinal purposes during pre-
conception, pregnancy, and lactation.”

Expanding legalization may increase use among
pregnant women and may be accompanied by
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increased perception of safety without data to assure
safety.” A cross-sectional study of women who are
clients of the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program
for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) in the state
of Colorado found that 48% of women who reported
current marijuana use also reported marijuana use
during their prior pregnancy “to help with nausea or
vomiting.”*

Pregnant women who are interested in using
marijuana may refrain from seeking safety informa-
tion from health care providers as a result of fear of
legal repercussions and instead seek advice from
cannabis retailers. The primary objective of this study
was to estimate the proportion of cannabis dispensa-
ries that recommended cannabis products to a caller
posing as pregnant and experiencing nausea in the
first trimester of pregnancy. Secondary objectives
were to characterize recommendations given to preg-
nant women by Colorado cannabis dispensaries
regarding use of cannabis products. It was hypothe-
sized that 50% of dispensaries would recommend
a cannabis product and that recommendations would
differ by dispensary type (medical, retail, or both) and
geographic location (urban vs rural).

MATERIALS AND METHODS

This cross-sectional study of cannabis dispensaries in
Colorado used a mystery caller approach. The study
was approved by the Colorado Multiple Institutional
Review Board (number 17-0637). Minor deception
(eg, posing as a pregnant caller) was deemed neces-
sary to obtain an accurate assessment of how cannabis
dispensaries advise pregnant women. Recommenda-
tions, advice, and comments included in this study are
limited to the individual dispensary employee who
responded to the questions and may or may not
reflect the policies or recommendations of the actual
dispensary. However, the term “dispensary” is used to
reflect the individual employee who answered the
phone. All registered dispensaries in Colorado will
be informed of the results when published.

The target population consisted of all cannabis
dispensaries in Colorado. The sampling frame was
a list of licensed dispensaries on the Colorado
Department of Revenue’s Enforcement Division web-
site (accessed December 1, 2016).5 There were 982
licenses among 724 individual dispensaries with three
mutually exclusive license types: 270 (37%) medical
only, 258 (36%) both (medical and retail), and 196
(27%) retail only. In Colorado, medical dispensaries
are licensed pursuant to the medical code to operate
a business and sell medical marijuana to registered
patients and to primary caregivers.’ Retail

1032 Dickson et al
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dispensaries are entities licensed to purchase retail
marijuana and retail marijuana concentrate from
a retail marijuana cultivation facility or manufacturing
facility and to transfer these products to consumers.”
A dispensary can operate as both a medical and retail
dispensary if they obtain both licenses and also con-
firm that there will be no sales of medical marijuana to
individuals younger than age 21 years at the
combined-use location.”

Sampling occurred proportionally by dispensary
type. Because some municipalities allow only certain
license types, sampling was further stratified by
municipality within license type. For medical dispen-
saries, municipal regions were Colorado Sprin
(50%), Denver (23%), and elsewhere (27%); for both
medical and retail license types, regions were munic-
ipal Denver (58%) and elsewhere; and for retail-only
licenses, municipal regions were Denver and Aurora
(24%) and elsewhere (76%). Within each strata,
dispensaries were selected randomly without replace-
ment using SAS SURVEYSELECT with a frequency
to proportionately represent each strata in a full
sample. To replace unavailable dispensaries to
achieve the targeted sample size, alternative dispen-
saries were selected randomly without replacement
within the appropriate strata among previously unse-
lected dispensaries again using SAS
SURVEYSELECT.

The Colorado Department of Revenue Enforce-
ment Division website provided the following infor-
mation in a publically available Microsoft Excel
spreadsheet: license name, business name, license
number, address, city, and zip code. Phone numbers
were obtained through an online search of the
dispensary name and then crosschecked against the
corresponding address in the registry.

Two investigators (B.D. and C.M.) contacted
selected dispensaries using a phone script to inquire
about cannabis use for nausea in pregnancy (Box 1).
The phone script was developed by the investigators
and piloted with 15 dispensaries in Alaska, Oregon,
and Washington. Each caller stated they were 8 weeks
pregnant, feeling really nauseated, and asked, “Are
there any products that are recommended for morn-
ing sickness?” The remainder of the conversation uti-
lized the telephone script to obtain responses (Box 1).

If any cannabis products were recommended at
any point during the phone call, the response of the
dispensary was considered as affirmative for cannabis
recommendation. If the dispensary employee noted
that it was against policy to make a recommendation
or claimed to not be able to make a recommendation,
but then went on to recommend cannabis, this was
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Box 1. Phone Script

“Hi, I'm 8 weeks pregnant and feeling really nauseated.
Are there any products that are recommended for
morning sickness?”

Prompts in response to no recommendation:

1. What if I have a medical card? (If asked why you
have a card, state it is for chronic pain from a car
accident.)

2. Why not?

Prompts in response to recommendation:
1. What product?
a. Why?
2. How often should | use it?
3. Is it safe to take during pregnancy?
a. If only maternal risks are addressed, ask: Is it
also safe for my baby?
b. If only fetal risks are addressed, ask: Is it also
safe for me?

Before closing call:
Should I talk to my doctor about this (if no recommendation
previously made to discuss with health care provider)?

also recorded as an affirmative response. If the
dispensary employee asked the caller to come into
the business in person for advice, the response was
recorded as “no recommendation made.”

If cannabis products were not initially recom-
mended, the caller asked whether a recommendation
could be made if she had a medical marijuana card.
The caller stated she had a medical marijuana card for
chronic pain after a car accident. In addition, dispen-
saries were asked whether the caller should discuss
cannabis use with a health care provider. Dispensaries
were documented as recommending this before being
prompted, after being prompted, or not recommend-
ing even after prompting. To qualify for a medical
marijuana card in the state of Colorado, an adult has
to be a Colorado resident 18 years or older, and have
a qualifying medical condition (cancer, glaucoma,
human immunodeficiency virus or acquired immu-
nodeficiency syndrome, cachexia, persistent muscle
spasms, seizures, severe nausea, severe pain, post-
traumatic stress disorder) as determined by a licensed
Colorado physician.

Recommendation for use was categorized as
personal opinion, referenced research, referenced
dispensary policy, deferred to health care provider,
or did not specify. Recommendations were classified
as personal opinion if the dispensary employee stated
“in my opinion” or used anecdotes.

For analysis, dispensaries were categorized as
urban and rural according to guidelines published
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by the Colorado Rural Health Center and utilized by
the Colorado Department of Public Health and
Environment.® This resource classifies all zip codes
in Colorado as urban, rural, or frontier. Given the
small number of dispensaries in the frontier area, fron-
tier and rural dispensaries were grouped together as
rural for analysis.

All calls were digitally recorded, which is legally
permissible in Colorado. Answers to each branching
point were documented on a paper data sheet to avoid
interruptions and for future reference if the digital
audio recording was unavailable. The audio record-
ings and paper data sheets then were used to add
responses to Research Electronic Data Capture.® To
avoid dispensary identification, study identification
numbers for each dispensary were used. The paper
data sheets were shredded and the audio recordings
deleted at the conclusion of data analysis.

Three attempts were made to contact each
dispensary within listed business hours. If all three
attempts were unsuccessful, the dispensary was re-
corded as “unavailable.” The dispensary was also con-
sidered “unavailable” if no phone number was
identified for the location or if the location never
opened or had yet to open. Unavailable dispensaries
were replaced with another randomly selected dispen-
sary within the same stratum as noted previously. The
caller did not request any identifying information
about the dispensary employee.

The primary outcome was the proportion of
cannabis dispensaries that recommended cannabis
use to a pregnant caller reporting nausea in the first
trimester. Secondary outcomes included mention of
maternal or fetal risks, stated benefits of cannabis use
during pregnancy, specific product recommendations
including dosing and frequency of use, warning of
possible legal consequences, further discussion with
a health care provider, length of the phone call,
rationale for the product recommended, and reported
source of information on which recommendations
were based.

It was hypothesized that 50% of dispensaries
would recommend cannabis use to a pregnant caller
(the primary outcome). A sample size of 400 was
targeted to yield a two-sided 95% CI with width of
10%. The proportions of the primary and secondary
endpoints were summarized as percentage and exact
95% CI overall, by three-category dispensary type,
and two-category population density (urban vs rural).
Method of delivery (ie, inhalation, topical, edible) was
compared across type of product recommended.
Differences in endpoints by dispensary type and
population density were tested using an exact Pearson
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x” test. Skewed continuous variables (ie, call duration)
were summarized with geometric mean and 95% Cls.
Representative quotations from retailers about the
nature of the advice were selected to add context to
reported quantitative data.

RESULTS

Calls were completed in June and July 2017. Inves-
tigators contacted 465 dispensaries. Valid calls were
achieved in 76% of calls to retail dispensaries, 75% of
medical dispensaries, and 89% of both license type
dispensaries (P=.001). This resulted in 400 valid calls
and achieved the target sample size (n=400) of re-
sponses (Fig. 1). The average length of phone call
was 2.4 minutes (95% CI 2.3-2.6 minutes). Of the
400 dispensaries included, 37% were licensed as med-
ical (n=148), 35% were licensed as both medical and
retail (n=141), and 28% as retail only (n=111). Addi-
tionally, 80.0% were urban and 20.0% were rural.
The majority, 69% (277/400), recommended
cannabis products for “morning sickness” (95% CI
64-74%). Frequency of recommendation differed by
license type (medical 83.1%, retail 60.4%, both 61.7%,
P<.001) with medical dispensaries recommending
most frequently. Recommendations for use were sim-
ilar by population density (urban 71% vs rural 63%,
P=.18). Of the 277 dispensaries that recommended
a product, 65% based their recommendation for use
in pregnancy on personal opinion, 30% did not spec-

Dispensanes on Colorado
Department of Revenue
Enforcement Division
website
(n=862)

ify a reason, and 36% stated cannabis use is safe in
pregnancy (Table 1). Recommendations based on per-
sonal opinion differed by dispensary type with medi-
cal dispensaries most frequently basing their
recommendation on personal opinion (medical 85%,
retail 57%, both 45%, P<.001). Some dispensary em-
ployees (9% [36/400]) initially stated they could not
recommend any products, but then proceeded to give
a recommendation, which occurred similarly by dis-
pensary type (8.8% medical, 7.2% retail, 10.6% both,
P=.65). Recommendations for use and basis for rec-
ommendations did not differ based on population
density (Table 2).

Overall, 35.7% (n=99) endorsed safety of canna-
bis products during pregnancy. The proportion of dis-
pensaries that endorsed safety did not differ by
dispensary type (medical 40.7%, retail 28.4%, and
both 34.5%, P=.24). Only 4.7% reported a risk of fetal
harm and 1.8% reported a risk of both maternal and
fetal harm. The proportion endorsing risk did not dif-
fer by dispensary type (Table 1) or by population
density (Table 2). One dispensary employee stated,
“After 8 weeks everything should be good with con-
suming like alcohol and weed and stuff, but I would
wait an extra week.”

Of the 277 dispensaries that recommended canna-
bis use, 99% (n=275) recommended a specific cannabis
type. All products were recommended at similar rates
by dispensary type; 26% recommended use of
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Table 1. Cannabis Use Guidance Among Medical, Retail, and Both Dispensaries That Recommended

Products for Nausea in Pregnancy

Response From Dispensary to Medical Retail Medical and Retail
“Pregnant” Caller Overall License License License P*
Primary outcome n=400 n=148 n=111 n=141
Recommended cannabis® 69 (64-74) 83 (76-89) 60 (51-70) 62 (53-70) <.001
Secondary outcomes n=277 n=123 n=67 n=87
Report of recommendation for use based
on
Personal opinion 65 (59-71) 85 (77-90) 57 (44-69) 45 (34-56) <.001
Referenced research 6 (3-9) 7 (3-14) 3 (0-10) 6 (2-13) 46
Referenced dispensary policy 1(0-3) 1(0-5) 0 (0-5) 1(0-6) >.99
Deferred to health care provider 3 (1-6) 2 (0-6) 0 (0-5) 7 (3-15) 014
Did not specify 30 (24-35) 9 (5-16) 40 (28-53) 50 (39-61) <.001
Reported safety of cannabis use
Stated cannabis use safe 36 (30-42) 41 (32-50) 28 (18-41) 34 (25-45) .24
Potential for fetal harm 5 (3-8) 4 (1-9) 1 (0-8) 8 (3-16) 15
Potential for both fetal and maternal 2 (1-4) 2 (0-6) 4 (1-13) 0 (0-4) a1
harm
Unsure or depends on certain criteria 53 (47-59) 53 (44-62) 55 (43-67) 53 (42-64) 95
Deferred to health care provider 15 (11-20) 15 (9-22) 15 (7-26) 15 (8-24) >.99

Data are % (exact 95% Cl). Responses are not mutually exclusive.

* Pvalues for 3X2 comparisons using a Pearson exact ¥2.,
+ P ‘ p A X
Provides denominator for percentages in remainder of rows.

cannabidiol-only products, 17% tetrahydrocannabinol-
only products, and the remaining (56%) recommended
products with both cannabidiol and tetrahydrocannabi-
nol (P=.40).

Not all dispensaries recommended a specific
method of delivery (ie, inhalation, edible) and some
recommended more than one method. Of the 277 that
recommended marijuana, 90% (248/277) recommen-
ded a method of use; the most frequently recommen-
ded methods were edibles (50.5%), inhalation (37.9%),
and tinctures (32.1%) followed by topical, including
salve, spray, and lotion (18.1%), pills ( 16.6%), drinks
(11.6%), and concentrate (5.8%).

Among all dispensaries, in response to whether
the caller should discuss cannabis use with a health
care provider, 13.5% of dispensaries stated they were
unsure or equivocal; this differed by dispensary type
(medical 16.9%, retail 16.2%, and both 7.8%, P=.046).
Overall, 81.5% of dispensaries recommended discus-
sion of cannabis use with a health care provider (med-
ical 79.7%, retail 80.2%, and both 84.4%, P=55).
However, only 31.8% of all dispensaries made the
recommendation to talk to a health care provider
(medical 33.8%, retail 24.3%, and both 35.5%,
P=.02) without prompting with retail-only dispensa-
ries being least likely to make this recommendation.
One dispensary employee stated, “Highly, highly rec-
ommend talking to your doctor. Always tell your doc-
tor everything you’re putting in your body.”
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Although the majority of dispensaries encouraged
discussion with a health care provider, approximately
one fourth (24.6%) of dispensaries recommended the
caller obtain more information by doing online
research, and this was not significantly different by
dispensary type (medical 23.3%, retail 32.4%, and
both 19.9%, P=.06). Rural dispensaries were more
likely to recommend use of the internet to research
cannabis use in pregnancy (urban 22.9% vs rural
31.7%, P=.11). No other comparisons by urban vs
rural yielded significant differences (data not shown).
Callers were warned of possible drug testing during
pregnancy (14.1%); this differed by license type (med-
ical 22.1%, retail 7.2%, and both 11.4%, P=.002) with
medical dispensaries most frequently endorsing this
warning.

Of the 123 dispensaries that did not initially
recommend using a cannabis product, only one
dispensary (0.8%) proceeded to give a recommenda-
tion when the caller disclosed she had a medical
marijuana card (P>.99). In all other cases, there was
still no recommendation made when the caller dis-
closed she had a medical marijuana card.

Box 2 includes additional representative quotes
from dispensary employees in response to the open-
ended standardized phone script questions. The
response may not necessarily be directly associated
with the specific question as a result of the open-
ended nature of the questions.
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Table 2. Cannabis Use Guidance Among Urban and Rural Dispensaries That Recommended Products for

Nausea in Pregnancy

Response From Dispensary to “Pregnant” Caller Urban Rural P
Primary outcome n=320 n=80
Recommended cannabis* 71 (66-76) 63 (51-73) 18
Secondary outcomes n=227 n=50
Report of recommendation for use based on
Personal opinion 67 (61-73) 56 (41-70) .14
Referenced research 5 (2-9) 10 (3-22) 18
Referenced dispensary policy 1(0-3) 0 (0-7) >.99
Deferred to health care provider 3 (1-6) 4 (0-14) .64
Did not specify 28 (22-35) 36 (23-51) 31
Reported safety of cannabis use
Stated cannabis use safe 35 (29-42) 38 (25-53) 75
Potential for fetal harm 5(2-9) 4 (0-14) >.99
Potential for both fetal and maternal harm 1(0-4) 4 (0-14) 22
Unsure or depends on certain criteria 54 (47-60) 52 (37-66) .88
Deferred to health care provider 16 (12-22) 8 (2-19) .19

Data are % (exact 95% Cl). Responses are not mutually exclusive.

* Pvalues for 2X2 comparisons using a Pearson exact X2
" Provides denominator for percentages in remainder of rows.

DISCUSSION

The majority of cannabis dispensaries in Colorado
recommended cannabis products for morning sick-
ness and their recommendation for use was based
predominantly on personal opinion. Medical dispen-
saries were more likely than retail or both license type
dispensaries to recommend cannabis products. The
type of cannabis product most frequently endorsed
was combined tetrahydrocannabinol and cannabidiol
and the most frequently recommended method of use
was edibles. Although 80% of dispensary respondents
ultimately recommended discussion with a health care
provider, the majority needed prompting before
making this recommendation.

Given the concern for potential adverse effects on
the fetus with maternal cannabis use, the American
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists recom-
mends against the use of cannabis products in women
who are pregnant.!? Public health efforts in Colorado,
the first state to legalize marijuana for recreational use,
have similarly focused on discouraging cannabis use
during pregnancy and lactation.!? According to the
Code of Colorado Regulations, all cannabis products
in the state of Colorado are required to have the fol-
lowing statement on every container: “There may be
additional health risks associated with the consump-
tion of this product for women who are pregnant,
breastfeeding, or planning on becoming pregnant.”7
Despite this warning, Colorado and other states that
have legalized marijuana have refrained from prohib-
iting marijuana use during pregnancy.!!-!3 There are
currently no regulations about recommendations or
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advice that cannabis dispensaries can provide to cus-
tomers in Colorado.%”

Our findings are consistent with other studies in that
the majority of advice given by cannabis dispensary
employees appears to be based on personal opinion. A
study by Haug et al'* found that only 20% of cannabis
dispensary employees received formal medical or scien-
tific training. Furthermore, 71% of these employees re-
ported giving recommendations about cannabis
products based on personal experience. In another
study, in which 56% of dispensary employees had
received formal training, only 47% thought that medical
decision-making was important when recommending
cannabis products. Also, most preferred a patient-
centered philosophy (77%) compared with that of a dis-
pensary staff-centered philosophy (23%).15

The majority of the limitations of this study were
related to appropriate identification of operating
dispensaries. The Colorado Marijuana Enforcement
Division has an accurate list of all state licenses that
have been issued, but this list does not necessarily
correspond to stores that are currently open. There-
fore, some dispensaries did not have a valid phone
number, which may have resulted in selection bias. In
addition, all dispensaries routing calls to a “call cen-
ter” were excluded. Despite this, it is possible that
there were “chains” of marijuana dispensaries with
similar policies but unique addresses and phone num-
bers that could have influenced our results. However,
the mystery caller design reflects “real-world” situa-
tions and allows for description of the advice pregnant
women receive when calling operating, licensed
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Box 2. Representative Quotes From Cannabis Dispensary Employees in Response to Phone Script
Questions*

“I'm calling because I'm 8 weeks pregnant and nauseated. Are there any products that are recommended for morning
sickness?

e “Let me call my daughter, she just had a baby, call me back in 5 minutes.”

® “On the package it says do not consume while pregnant- ‘there may be health risks associated with this product if
you are pregnant, breastfeeding, or planning on becoming pregnant.” You are welcome to come to the shop to see if
we can find something, but I think most of the labels are going to be like that.”

* “Have you talked to your doctor? | do not want to recommend anything you know. | know what would help with
nausea, but | do not think I could legally recommend anything for someone that is pregnant, but | could recommend
something for nausea do they still let you purchase while you are pregnant?”

¢ “l cannot give medical advice; look it up and then call me and I'll see if | have the product, but we do have CBD and
weed in stock.”

Why is the product recommended or not recommended?
e “All the products say it is not recommended for pregnant women use; they just do not know what it could do to the
fetus there is not enough studies out there. It is a drug, so probably not the best thing for you when you are pregnant.”
e “Technically with you being pregnant, | do not think you are supposed to be consuming that, but if | were to suggest
something, | suggest something high in THC.”
“Legally cannot provide a recommendation.”
“Need a doctor’s recommendation first.”
“Edibles would not hurt the child; they would be going through your digestional [digestive] tract.”
“They have been doing studies; as long as you are not heavily harshly smoking like the smoke I think that is the only
way it could physically damage the baby, cause you are inhaling smoke.”

Recommendations on frequency

e “In the context of edibles, start with a low dose and see how it works out for you because those types of things
would, um, not cross the blood-brain barrier so even if you have got the CBDs and the other good parts of the plants
would get in your baby’s blood system but the psychotropic properties, the THC molecule, would not get near your
baby, so basically would not be getting your baby stoned.”

e “Before your first trimester. Second trimester you do not want to overconsume. When | was pregnant and started to
feel a little nausea coming on, I did not smoke more than two times a day.”

e “lam not sure, | do not really know, | am not really too familiar with this, cause I do not want to give you the wrong
information and find out it can be harmful to your baby, so | do not want to tell you the wrong thing; just one of my
coworkers, she was pregnant and she was using flower and vaping.”

Responses regarding speaking with a health care provider

e “l think that would be a smart choice. Try for someone that is liberal or procannabis. The others are not fully
educated on the benefits of cannabis and will tell you to stay away, but always check with a medical professional.”

e “l do think you should talk to your doctor at your discretion about it. | know there are some doctors that might be really
uncomfortable with that. I do think that it is a medical professional’s responsibility to be open to talking with their patient...”

e “The doctor will probably just tell you that ‘marijuana is bad for kids and will just try pushing pills on you.” Maybe
you have a progressive doctor that will not lie to you. All the studies done back in the day were just propaganda.”

* “Google it first. Then if you feel apprehensive about it, you could ask.”

e “Most of them out here tell them not to smoke weed. Even the cancer doctors. It is so messed up. | do not know how
the baby doctors work, if they are chill or not. just do not go stoned when you talk to them.”

® “No, because they will test you when the baby is born and can get child protective services involved; that is just the
unfortunate honest truth.”

¢ “In the state of Colorado you are protected, so it is not something you have to bring to their attention.. .they are not
gonna call CPs like they would have 10 years ago if you have M] in your system.”

Is cannabis safe to take during pregnancy?

e “Different people opinions, kind of like alcohol; I used to be a bartender and it is legal to serve someone who is
pregnant because it is up to them so you know. | am not here to tell you you should or should not use, does that
make sense. | do know a lot of people that do use cannabis during their pregnancy though and for what they have
found, there has not been side effects that they can see,”

e “I know a lot of doctors are recommending marijuana nowadays.”

e “We have a girl that comes in and she is probably 6 months pregnant and she smokes bud but she does not smoke it as
much as she did but she still does...she said her doctor said it was ok...she said the doctor said that but | am not
a doctor....1 know aspirin is ok for babies and that is pretty much what you are getting is an aspirin that is probably better.”

CBD, cannabidiol; THC, tetrahydrocannabinol; CPS, child protective services; M), slang for marijuana.
*The response may not be directly associated with the direct question as a result of the open-ended nature of the question.
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dispensaries. Finally, our sample size was calculated
for our primary outcome and may have been inade-
quate for some of the secondary outcomes; therefore,
nonsignificant results should not be interpreted as
equivalent.

We recognize that recommendations from can-
nabis dispensary employees may vary depending on
who took the call at a given time and may not be
representative of all employees at the dispensary. It is
possible that some dispensaries have a policy in place
for cannabis use in pregnancy that individual employ-
ees did not follow based on personal views. Although
the phone script was piloted in dispensaries outside of
Colorado, no dispensaries outside of Colorado were
included and, thus, these findings may not be gener-
alizable to other states with legalized cannabis. Also,
the level of education and medical background of the
dispensary representative were unknown.

This study has several strengths. The random
selection of cannabis dispensaries was stratified to
ensure distribution across the state and across differ-
ent license types, and selection was from the list of all
licensed dispensaries, which strengthens generalizabil-
ity of results to all dispensaries in Colorado. Further-
more, this study was conducted in Colorado, which
was one of the first states to legalize cannabis
products. Thus, it is likely that some dispensary
respondents have prior experience with pregnant
customers requesting advice about cannabis use.

This study prompts many questions about laws
and regulations pertaining to cannabis dispensaries.
As cannabis legalization becomes more common,
women should be cautioned that advice from dispen-
sary employees might not necessarily be informed by
medical evidence. Future studies should focus on the
effects of maternal cannabis use on maternal and
neonatal outcomes in hopes of being able to provide
guidelines to care for pregnant women. Public health
initiatives should consider collaborating with dispen-
sary owners and other valuable stakeholders in
conversations about standards for advice provided
to pregnant women.
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Sent: Friday, June 15, 2018 3:53 PM

To: Valerie Swirczek

Subject: New information from Colorado

Hello,

Can you share this with council as well? 1 just found this.

I am sharing this information it is the most recent story from Pueblo on Colorado marijuana experience. From The
Weekly Standard.

http://www.weeklystandard.com/tony-mecia/reefer-madness

Best regards,

Andrea Zeller
Executive Director

Churchill Community Coalition

775-423-7433

www.churchillcoalition.com
https://www.facebook.com/ChurchillCoalitionFallon
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Colorado legalized marijuana in 2014 and the Pot Rush is on—but the ERs are filling
up and a generation of kids is at risk.

Pueblo, Colo.
olorado is the national pioneer of legalized marijuana. In 2014, it became the first state to allow any
adult over 21to buy weed or grow it without fear of prosecution. Since then, eight others and the District
of Columbia have legalized the drug, and, with a momentum that feels irreversible, more are heading that
direction. Public opinion is rapidly shifting in favor of legalization. Coloradans approved marijuana salesin a
referendum, with state leaders musing that it would be a grahd experiment and an exercise in federalism that

could be instructive for the rest of the country.

Nowhere are the results of this experiment being felt more than in Pueblo, a small city of 108,000 about two
hours south of Denver. Pueblo is an old working-class steel town largely left out of the prosperity of Denver
and the state’s famous ski resorts. With nearly 200 legal marijuana farms, Pueblo is at the forefront of the
state’s rapidly expanding pot industry. Marijuana has become big business. It is creating jobs, harnessing the
energies of young entrepreneurs, raising millions in new tax revenues, attracting visitors to town, and giving

residents more personal freedom.
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But that’s not the end of the story. Some residents here believe these achievements are coming at too high a
cost. Legalization, they say, has attracted vagrants and cartels from out-of-state, contributed to spikes in
crime, and endangered the health of a generation of kids raised to believe the drug is harmless. A new study
from Colorado State University-Pueblo’s Institute of Cannabis Research portrays the effects of legalization as

mixed at best—far from the unqualified success that marijuana boosters like to project.

Tom~rrow

$200 off*
Limited time.

SHOP OUR MATTRESS

Code: EXAMINERS

Get to know your Budtender

It’s a frantic Thursday morning at The 404, a rock-"n’-roll-themed marijuana store located a few blocks north
of downtown. Pueblo has eight such “dispensaries,” and everyone is preparing for the following day, April 20,
or “4/20” as it is known to marijuana enthusiasts. It is the high holy day for marijuana users. The 404’s

manager, Will Swift, says it is “a combination of Black Friday and the Super Bowl.”

Swift is talking about the challenges of running a marijuana business—chiefly, keeping inventory on the
shelves—but he keeps getting interrupted as suppliers and customers stream in. Karina, a short-haired young
womar, is dropping off a cardboard box filled with “caviar.” But it’s not fish eggs. Rather, caviar here is a
highly potent and expensive marijuana delicacy consisting of plant buds soaked in hash oil and dusted with
kief, or marijuana-flower resin. Swift excuses himself to “go take care of Shaggy,” an employee’s husband who
has just walked in and needs assistance, and leaves one of his experienced sales clerks, Nicole Lucier, to

explain how the business runs.
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Lucier, 35, says she got her start selling marijuana in 2014 when her children’s father was a security guard at
another dispensary in town. She’s what is known as a “budtender,” and as she explains the different strains of
marijuana and the dozens upon dozens of cannabis-infused products for sale, it becomes clear that if you
believe pot is just pot, you've greatly underestimated the ingenuity of American capitalism. Marijuana has

come a long way since the days of Cheech & Chong.

The 404 sells about 40 different strains of marijuana buds, or “flower.” The cheapest sell for $6 a gram. Top-
shelf buds cost double. With names like Acapulco Gold, Blue Dream, and Critical Skunk, each has a different
smell and potency. They fall into three categories: sativas, viewed as better for cerebral daytime highs; indicas,
preferable for evening relaxation; and hybrids that combine qualities of both. In recent decades, pot has
become stronger, thanks largely to improved growing methods. Studies have shown that the average level of
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the active chemical in marijuana responsible for getting users intoxicated, rose
in federally seized cannabis from 4 percent in 1995 to 12 percent in 2014. Dispensaries like The 404 sell buds

with THC levels of 20 percent or more.

Customers buy the weed, grind it at home, and roll it into joints or smoke it

in a pipe. A gram can usually make three joints. (Colorado law limits

£h,

purchases to 1 ounce, or about 28 grams, per day.) If grinding and rolling  # taﬂ—'i:g

. d

sounds like too much work, stores also sell “pre-rolls.” But that’s not all. ;
L‘Aﬁ BESTOPPED?

)
The 404 carries a wide range of other marijuana products, Lucier explains. & ‘ : é

* Get 14 -issues for *36 %
~ only .50 an issue!

There are cannabis-laced chocolate bars, granola bars, turtle brownies,
hard candies, red-velvet cookies, waffle cones, fruit punch, and root beer.
There’s cannabis-infused honey and sugar, plus artificial sweeteners for diabetics—all suitable, she says, for

putting in coffee or tea. She opens a box of hand-painted cannabis-chocolate truffles. “Aren’t they gorgeous?”

Lucier shows off some multicolored marijuana gummy candies: “These are fun. They’re cool because it’s
Americana. They’'re shaped like little leaves, and they are red, white, and blue.” The dispensary also sells all
manner of topical creams, lotions, and body oils, as well as high-potency oils and extracts that can be smoked.
They also sell tinctures, liquid extracts placed directly under the tongue. Some extract products, known as

“dabs” or “shatter,” have THC concentrations of more than 80 percent.
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Most customers come in for buds. Some swear by marijuana’s curative effects, like those listed alongside a
Vitruvian-like “Cannabis Man” poster that hangs on The 404’s wall: “promotes bone growth,” “reduces
inflammation,” and “inhibits cell growth in tumors and cancer cells.” Other patrons, like Otello Ganni, 59, are
just looking for a high. He shows his ID to the security guard in the store’s entry hall and walks up to Lucier,

who greets him enthusiastically.
“I'd just like some of your good stuff,” he says.

Since it’s the middle of the day, she recommends a sativa—so as not to make Ganni sleepy—and brings over
two foot-high glass jars filled with buds: Pink Sherbet and Lost Coast OG. He puts his nose to the top of each jar

and inhales. He settles on Lost Coast OG, which clocks in at 26.18 percent THC.

Tom~rrow

$200 off*
Limited time.

SHOP OUR MATTRESS

Code: EXAMINERS

“It's gonna get you uplifted and energized!” Lucier tells him, as she takes his two $5 bills and puts four buds

into a vial. She adds that she has logged his purchase into The 404’s loyalty rewards program.

Ganni, who moved to Pueblo from California two years ago to live closer to his grandchildren, has a full-time

job as a cook, but also cuts stones and makes jewelry. Sativas, he says, “really get me going.”

The 404 is a “recreational” marijuana dispensary. Colorado licenses and regulates medical marijuana
separately from recreational marijuana. Medical marijuana has been available in the state since 2001, and
sales have been flat in recent years, even dropping in 2017. The recreational side, though, has boomed.
Recreational dispensaries sold $1.1 billion of marijuana in 2017, more than triple the amount sold in 2014.
Some Colorado cities don't allow dispensaries, and others, including Pueblo, cap their numbers. Despite those
restrictions, there are now 533 recreational dispensaries in Colorado—about as many as Starbucks and
McDonald’s locations combined. Residents also have the option to grow their own marijuana, up to a

maximum of 12 plants per household.

https://www.weeklystandard.com/tony-mecia/reefer-madness 6/18/2018



Reefer Madness Page 5of 18

Lucier thinks her customers enjoy the camaraderie of the dispensary. They build relationships with her just as
they might with a bartender or a hairdresser. “It’s amazing to see all the changes in life that come through
here,” she says. “You hear people’s joys in life as well as their sorrows. I had a guy in here who still had the

bracelet on his wrist from the hospital, who came in and said, ‘My baby was just born?’ It's amazing.”

Tom~rrow

$200 off*
Limited time.

SHOP OUR MATTRESS
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DOUGAL BROWNLIE, FOR THE WEEKLY STANDARD

In the greenhouses at Los Suefios Farms, marijuana plants are cloned for planting

outside when the frosts pass. Los Suenos, the largest outdoor marijuana farm in the
country, expects to produce 20 tons of the drug in 2018.

Scromiting at the ER
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Brad Roberts won’t soon forget a 24-hour stretch in late 2017 at Parkview Medical Center, Pueblo’s main
hospital. An emergency room physician, he’s used to seeing crazy things. But three patients he saw then

reinforced in his mind the dangers of Colorado’s marijuana laws.

The first patient, a woman in her 30s, came in on a stretcher wearing only a bathrobe. Medics had picked her
up at the Loaf ’N Jug, a nearby convenience store, with blood on her face and head. She had severed three of
the toes on her left foot and had a gash on her hand. She had been to the Parkview ER before—police had
found her throwing furniture off an overpass—and tested positive then only for cannabis. On this visit, she
tested positive for both cannabis and meth. She wouldn’t reply to Roberts’s questions and just kept repeating

the Lord’s Prayer.

The second patient was a teenager brought in by the police. He had cut himself more than 100 times between
his right elbow and wrist and required nearly 50 stitches. He stared blankly ahead, never acknowledging

Roberts. His urine tested positive only for cannabis.

The third patient, a man in his late 40s or early 50s, came to the ER and said he had smoked pure cannabis oil.
He told Roberts he had an out-of-body experience in which he knew the rapture had taken place. He had met

the Antichrist, heard the trumpets of Revelation, and believed it was his job to warn everybody, he said.

“Isaw them back to back to back,” Roberts recalls. “I said, ‘Holy cow! These are horrible cuts, and you severed

off your toes, and you aren’t even responding to me! You’re psychotic!’ ”

Most people know that marijuana has at least some documented medical benefits—such as reducing eye
pressure in glaucoma patients, stimulating the appetites of people suffering from AIDS, combatting seizures,
and reducing nerve pain. But far less publicized is that marijuana is increasingly being found to have side
effects, too. In 2016, when Pueblo voted on whether to allow dispensaries, 237 local physicians signed a

statement of opposition.

One of the most dangerous effects, doctors say, is psychosis. Of course, not everybody who uses weed
experiences psychotic episodes. But studies suggest that the risk is especially acute among adolescents, whose

brains are still developing. Regular marijuana use while young has been linked to schizophrenia.

In 2017, after reviewing the scientific literature, the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) concluded that
“teens who use marijuana regularly may develop serious mental health disorders, including addiction,
depression, and psychosis.” Also upending conventional wisdom, the country’s leading organization of
pediatricians found that “evidence clearly shows that marijuana is an addictive substance,” with 9 percent of

those trying the drug developing an addiction. The consequences of marijuana use, the AAP statement
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concluded, include “impaired short-term memory and decreased concentration, attention span, and problem-
solving skills . . . alterations in motor control, coordination, judgment, reaction time, and tracking ability.”

Those effects can contribute to poor and dangerous decisions.

More people under the influence of marijuana are certainly streaming into Colorado’s emergency rooms. An
analysis of five years of hospital drug-screening data by a nursing professor at CSU-Pueblo found
“unmistakable evidence” of an increase of positive drug tests in ER patients. Similar results were found in a

study in Denver of ER visits by adolescents and young adults since 2014.

Marijuana can also be a gateway to other, harder drugs, says Libby Stuyt, a board-certified addiction
psychiatrist in Pueblo. In the last few years, she has seen more patients whose primary addiction is to
marijuana—though many of them also use meth, cocaine, alcohol, or opiates. With marijuana widely

available, she says, it’s harder for clients to complete her 90-day inpatient drug rehab program.

“I'have many arguments with patients,” Stuyt says. “I tell them they will have to stay away from everything
when they leave here. They say, ‘No, there’s nothing wrong with marijuana. It's green. It’s natural.’ They really

believe there’s nothing wrong with this drug.”

Doctors are also seeing more pregnant women using marijuana, perhaps because they believe it helps with
morning sickness and sciatica. The percentage of newborns at Pueblo’s Parkview Hospital testing positive for
marijuana has surged since 2014, to nearly 6 percent of all births last year. So has the share of expectant
mothers testing positive for marijuana; last year they accounted for nearly 4 percent of Pueblo’s maternity
patients. Those increases seem to be aided by the dispensaries, too: A study published last month by the
University of Colorado School of Medicine found that nearly 70 percent of 400 Colorado dispensaries surveyed
recommended cannabis use for first-trimester morning sickness. The American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists recommends that all pregnant women, women contemplating pregnancy, and breastfeeding
mothers avoid marijuana. Use during pregnancy has been linked to low birth weights and an increased risk of

stillbirths, the organization says.

There are other effects, too. On Colorado’s roads, marijuana-related traffic fatalities have doubled since
legalization. The American Lung Association warns that smoking marijuana can lead to bronchitis. Other

studies have linked it to depression and suicide.

Doctors in Colorado are also reporting a newer affliction, called cannabinoid hyperemesis syndrome; it is
known colloquially as “scromiting,” because its symptoms consist of simultaneous screaming and vomiting.
The condition s little understood but seems to be most prevalent among long-term marijuana users. Roberts

estimates he sees a case of it in Pueblo every week.

Proponents of legalization say there’s no irrefutable proof of marijuana’s negative effects, which they say are
merely “anecdotal” and more likely linked to other causes. Federal prohibitions on marijuana have restricted
the number of scientific studies gauging its benefits and consequences. And, with some justification,
proponents note that any effects in Colorado might seem amplified because the state did a poor job of

collecting data prior to legalization—a point that even Colorado’s governor acknowledges.
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To Roberts and other doctors in Pueblo, though, a lack of scientific certainty should have led Colorado to
adopt a more careful approach. Instead, the state implemented regulations and adjusts them as problems

arise.

“We've taken something that probably has some medical benefit, and instead of doing like we’ve done with
any other medicine, we have this free-for-all where now you can have a dispensary on every corner giving
medical advice,” Roberts says. “We are building the plane while flying it. We're just throwing it out there and

figuring out after the fact what’s going on.”
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Aubree Adams and pictures of her two sons, now in their teens. She sees legalized

marijuana as America’s Trojan horse.
A Mother and a Son

Aubree Adams moved to Pueblo 15 years ago. She figured it would be her forever home. Now, she’s planning to
getout. She’s tired of the drug dealers and the drifters. The effects of the pervasive marijuana presence have

taken a toll on her historic North Side neighborhood—and on her own family.

On a driving tour of the area around her house, she turns onto 19th Street. She points to a small house that she
says grew marijuana and sold it out back: “There were people coming in and out of here all night long. They

had to gut the whole thing because the smell was so bad.”

Pulling into a nearby alley, she drives past a nicely maintained yard owned by a couple with three young
children. Their misfortune is to live across an alleyway from a popular gathering spot for marijuana users: “All

the smoke comes into the backyard, and they have to go inside.”

Turning onto 23rd Street, she drives by the spot of a 2016 marijuana deal where a 46-year-old Pueblo man was

shot on a Friday morning: “He lay dead right here, right in the driveway right there.”
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Driving around Pueblo with Adams, you hear a range of emotions. Sometimes she’s matter-of-fact, pointing
out the Sam’s Club where the marijuana smell wafts across the street from a legal greenhouse, Sometimes she’s
angry, blaming marijuana-industry profiteers, irresponsible media, and shortsighted politicians. And
sometimes, she sounds frustrated that her message of marijuana’s dangers is falling on deaf ears. She has

heard legalization called the Trojan horse that’s going to implode America, and she agrees.

Adams, 44, acknowledges some people view her as a scold plucked straight out of Reefer Madness, the
overwrought 1936 film that warned of marijuana’s dangers. Pueblo’s local theater troupe presented a staged

version of the film in April in part to poke fun at activists like her.

She’s a regular at public meetings, proselytizing about marijuana’s dangers. She cheerfully records interviews
with community leaders and drug users for her YouTube channel. Trying to get people to sign an anti-

marijuana petition, she says, she’s had hecklers blow pot smoke in her face.

If she sounds like a busybody who is ruining marijuana’s good vibes, it’s because she has experienced the fear

and anguish of marijuana’s effects up close.

She and her husband moved to Pueblo with their two young sons in 2005. She took a job as an assistant to a
physical therapist. The family’s troubles began in 2014, just after Colorado legalized marijuana, when her older

son was in eighth grade.

He started getting in fights at school and skipping class. He’d cut himself. Adams later learned he was
experimenting with edibles, marijuana-laced food products that were newly legal for adults, He moved on to
more potent forms of marijuana—the concentrates known as “dabs.” Adams calls these “crack weed.” He

became increasingly irrational, paranoid, inconsolable, and angry.

One morning in February 2015, Adams walked by his room and smelled vomit. She found her son passed out.
He had taken 250 ibuprofen tablets in a suicide attempt. It marked the start of a painful period in which he was
in and out of hospitals, drug treatment, and counseling. Nothing worked. He started taking meth and heroin.
He disappeared for days at a time, and Adams would drive around town looking for him. Passing the Loaf ‘N
Jug a few blocks from the hospital, she says, her voice cracking: “I came down here one time. He was begging

for food and water, right here. He was standing there with homeless people.”

It is a tragic story, one that is familiar to too many American families. Teen drug addiction has been with us for
years, long before Colorado legalized weed, and teens struggle with addiction in all the states where marijuana

is still banned. Why blame legalization?
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“He wouldn’t have had access to this high-potency crack weed that we have just completely made accessible
all throughout our community,” she says. “He wouldn’t have been exposed to all this normalization,
glorification, commercialization. . . . I know people don’t give a crap about my kid. It’s all my fault, they say.

I'm like, ‘You have no idea how our children are being preyed upon and how impressionable theyare.””

The data on teen drug use in Colorado is open to interpretation. A Healthy Kids Colorado survey shows that
the number of teens saying they had used marijuana in the last 30 days increased to 21.2 percent in 2015 from
19.7 percent in 2013. Colorado media and state government officials say that’s an increase of 1.5 percentage
points, which they characterize as “flat” and “not statistically significant.” Opponents say it is an increase of
nearly 8 percent, which might be understated because the survey did not include three of the largest school
districts in the state. Both interpretations are valid. And asking teens to self-report their illegal drug use, even
anonymously, might be a poor way to track actual behavior changes. In Pueblo, 30 percent of students said

they had used marijuana in the last month, the highest rate in the state.

People who work with teens in Pueblo say drug use seems to be up and attitudes more accepting. A 2017 survey
of Colorado school-resource officers found that 86 percent believe legalization led to increases in marijuana-

related incidents, as did 68 percent of school counselors in a 2015 survey.

“They see it like, ‘If my parents do it and it’s legal, why can’t 17’ * says police officer Heather Smith, who
worked as a resource officer at a Pueblo middle school from 2014 to 2017. “It’s viewed as acceptable now. They
feel like there is not harm that could happen to their brain and brain development. . .. It’s hard to tell a kid it’s
bad for them when they see their parents doing it.” Most students whom she busted for marijuana at her
school had joints or pipes they had taken from their parents, she says. The youngest she caught with the drug

was in fourth grade.

Pueblo police discontinued D.A.R.E., the drug education program, in city schools in 2012 to be able to put
more officers on the streets. Today, there is little attempt to teach kids about the dangers of drugs, police say.

A school spokesman said he had no information about any anti-drug education in Pueblo.
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Adams plans to keep talking about marijuana to anyone who will listen. She has traveled to Maryland, Georgia,
and Vermont at the invitation of activists working to defeat legalization in their states. “People are like, ‘Oh,
you need to keep out of my business.’ I'm not here to tell you what to do, but your personal use is affecting us
all,” she says. “Yeah, there will be some kids who experiment and get through it. But what about those who

don’t? Those are the ones I stand up for.”
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Aubree Adams and pictures of her two sons, now in their teens. She sees legalized

marijuana as America’s Trojan horse.
The Marijuana Agri-Boom

Walking through a greenhouse filled with dozens of six-foot-tall marijuana plants, Jarrod Mason says he has
always enjoyed trying new things. That’s how he wound up here, at Los Suefios Farms, 15 minutes east of
Pueblo. Running the farm, believed to be the nation’s largest legal outdoor marijuana-growing operation, is a
daunting task: There’s no instruction manual on how to cultivate marijuana on this scale. The site is licensed

for 36,000 plants on nearly 40 acres.

“Every day is a learning experience, trying to figure out how you can grow cannabis in a field this size,” Mason,
27, says. The farm has 50 workers, with 25 to 40 more added seasonally. It doesn’t test them for drugs, but has

a strict policy banning drug use at work.

Los Suefios (Spanish for dreams) resembles most any farming operation you might see, with acres of loose dirt,
John Deere tractors, and agribusiness magazines in the office lobby—except for the barbed wire. Los Suefios is
surrounded by a barbed-wire fence that encircles a taller chain-link fence. It also has some 300 surveillance

cameras.

Mason’s connection to marijuana has a personal element. His older brother was a heroin addict. Mason started
taking neuroscience courses at CSU-Pueblo to understand addiction. He worked with the professors who were
launching CSU-Pueblo’s Institute for Cannabis Studies. After graduating in 2016, Mason landed a job here and
rose quickly through the ranks. Today, he is Los Suefios’s director of sales and business development. He’s

wearing a blue blazer at work.
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Because the last frost hasn’t passed, the plants are inside a series of greenhouses kept between 69 and 80
degrees. This greenhouse is known as the “mother bay,” where the farm grows the original marijuana plants

and then clones them for planting outside when the weather turns warmer.

In the far corner of the mother bay are five workers, dressed in T-shirts, caps, and sunglasses. They are talking
and laughing as they clip branches of a mother plant, dip the end of each stem in a hormone compound, and
place it in soil in a tray. The farm plans to grow 35 strains of marijuana this season, and the one this group is
working on is known as Queen Mother Goji. Los Suefios is working deliberately to increase plant vields and

make the crop more durable. It recently hired a Ph.D. in molecular biochemistry.

Before the plants can be harvested in September, though, the farm will have to overcome the pests. Two years
ago, it brought in more than a million ladybugs to eat aphids and mites. Then it added 8,000 praying mantises
as reinforcements. Last year, the farm deployed 100 chickens to combat grasshoppers—“public enemy
number one,” Mason says—who like to munch on cannabis leaves. But only about 20 of the chickens survived
the season. Hawks grabbed the rest. “It’s nature at work,” he says. This year, Los Suefios is contemplating

doubling the number of chickens.

Even if the pests are held at bay, Mason says the marijuana business remains a hassle because of burdensome
state regulation. Colorado requires growers to meticulously track each plant and keep detailed records subject
to inspection. They must have security cameras rolling 24 hours a day and store the video footage for 45 days.

The list goes on and on, with every regulation adding to costs and cutting into profits.

Lauren Davis, a Denver lawyer who specializes in business formation and legal compliance for the cannabis
industry, says companies must follow 222 pages of state regulations on top of any local ordinances. She says
some, like the security procedures, make sense, but others, like the packaging and labeling rules, are excessive.
“The regulations are pretty overwhelming,” she says. And there’s no way Colorado bureaucrats can keep up
with the paperwork they’re requiring cannabis companies to generate, “Even the question of who’s an owner

and what it means to be an owner would make your head spin,” Davis says.

The marijuana business is further complicated by legal uncertainty. Under federal law, growing and selling
marijuana are felonies. The federal government does not generally prosecute cases in which state law permits
those activities. But the law grows murkier when it involves federal regulatory agencies and courts. On the one
hand, the Federal Trade Commission and the Food and Drug Administration are not policing the
advertisements and medical claims made by Colorado’s marijuana businesses. On the other, companies can’t
trademark their cannabis products, file for bankruptcy protection, or use most banks because of federal
prohibitions. Federal tax rules also prohibit marijuana companies from claiming many business deductions,

which drives up their taxes.

One local couple, Phillis and Michael Reilly, even sued a Pueblo marijuana farm under federal racketeering
laws, which permit private lawsuits against criminal enterprises. According to the suit, the couple owns 105
acres of rolling pastures with a view of Pike’s Peak and uses the land for riding horses and hiking. But a
marijuana company called Rocky Mountain Organics, which operates two dispensaries west of Denver, started
building a marijuana farm to grow 600 plants on an adjacent lot. “Marijuana plants are highly odorous, and
their offensive smell travels long distances,” the complaint says. The suit is making its way through the federal

courts.
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“The cost of doing business is too unpredictable to make money,” says Bob DeGabrielle, Los Suefios’s

managing partner. “I've never been in an industry where the rules change every two-and-a-half days.”

Dougal Brownlie

Marijuana wax can have THC concentrations of over 80 percent.

Los Suefios is one of 190 licensed marijuana cultivation facilities in Pueblo County, about a quarter of the
state’s total. The area is popular among growers because land is cheap, the weather is favorable, and it is one of
the few counties in Colorado that allows outdoor commercial marijuana cultivation. Local leaders have
embraced the industry, citing its economic benefits. Driving around Pueblo County, marijuana-growing
operations are easy to spot. Just look for a greenhouse or metal building in the middle of an open field

surrounded by a tall barbed-wire fence.

An economic-impact study by CSU-Pueblo found that the cannabis industry boosted the local economy by $36
million in 2016—a figure expected to double this year. The benefits have trickled down, especially to
construction businesses. Statewide, the marijuana industry remains small but fast-growing. It employs an
estimated 18,000 people, or less than 1 percent of the Colorado’s total employment, according to the Federal
Reserve Bank of Kansas City. It is also creating niche jobs in fields including law, accounting, consulting,
media, and advertising, to say nothing of the people in associated fields who create custom glass pipes, design
marijuana jewelry, and run shops selling T-shirts with puns (“Rocky Mountain High” and the “Mile High Club”

are popular).

State and local governments share in the tax revenues, which are used for a variety of purposes. In 2018,
Pueblo County plans to spend $6 million of marijuana tax money on 20 community projects, including college

scholarships, road work, and replacing the golf carts at a public course west of town.

Los Suefios is profitable, says DeGabrielle, 69. But he didn’t get into the business just to make money. He was a
retired real-estate developer enjoying the good life in North Carolina. He had houses in Florida, Virginia, and
the Outer Banks, and he’d go fishing in Costa Rica with buddies every few weeks. After a couple of friends were
diagnosed with cancer and told him marijuana helped with their symptoms, he started researching the drug

and how it interacts with the human body. His “whole attitude changed,” and he moved to Colorado as
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legalization was taking off. He built a dispensary in Vail, but then saw the chance to grow marijuana in Pueblo.
Los Suefios opened in 2015. Its first harvest yielded 7 tons of marijuana. This year, the farm is hoping for 20

tons.

DeGabrielle believes Pueblo County has a shot to become to marijuana what Napa Valley is to wine and Silicon
Valley is to technology. While the arguments of marijuana opponents are “based in fear,” DeGabrielle says Los
Suefios offers hope. With his Southern drawl, he can sound like an evangelist for marijuana’s therapeutic
benefits: He says it can help with cancer, post-traumatic stress disorder, Parkinson’s disease, Crohn’s disease,
Tourette syndrome, and many other ailments. A review of medical research last year by the National
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine found that cannabis can be modestly beneficial in treating
chronic pain and seizures and helping reduce nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy but

concluded more research is needed on other health effects.

WELL.v23-39.2018-06-18.Mecia-9.DougalBrownlie.jpg

DOUGAL BROWNLIE, FOR THE WEEKLY STANDARD
Some of the new arrivals for Pueblo’s ‘Pot Rush’ have ended up homeless in

shantytowns.
The Pot Rush

Anne Stattelman has seen the scene play out time and again in recent years: People from other states in
loaded-up cars, sometimes with mattresses on top, arriving in Pueblo looking for a new life. They’ll stay at a
campground or a by-the-week motel while looking for housing and a job. When they don’t find either one and

burn through their meager savings, they wind up in her office seeking help.

“You remember the Gold Rush? We call it the Pot Rush,” says Stattelman, the director of Posada, a nonprofit
that provides housing assistance to Pueblo’s homeless. “Not only do people think they’ll be able to smoke

marijuana, but people think they can get jobs working in the marijuana fields.”

Those green dreams rarely materialize. Rents are rising as people move to town, and a lot of the new arrivals
are unable to pass employer background checks or drug tests. Many wind up in shantytowns filled with tents,

tires, and garbage along Fountain Creek, a tributary of the Arkansas River that cuts though the middle of town.
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In 2013, Posada helped about 2,400 homeless people with housing and other services. In 2016, the number
more than tripled, to 7,800. Other Pueblo nonprofits, like the city’s soup kitchen, have experienced similar
surges. Last year, Posada changed its approach. It placed a notice on its website discouraging people of limited
means from moving to town and adopted a philosophy of helping Pueblo residents first, ahead of newcomers.
Posada still steers the most desperate toward help, but it won't assist out-of-towners in applying for
government benefits. Because of that approach, in 2017, the number of those receiving services fell back to

pre-legalization numbers.
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DOUGAL BROWNLIE, FOR THE WEEKLY STANDARD

Stattelman doesn’t know precisely how many come here because of marijuana, but she estimates from
interviews that it's about one-third. “Can you smell that?” she asks, as homeless people start filing into

Posada’s downtown case-management center. “I have a nose for it.”

The new crop of homeless is rougher than Stattelman and her case manager, LaTanya Yarbrough, are used to.

Stattelman founded Posada 31 years ago. Yarbrough has been there for 20.

“These new people, they’ll fight you,” Yarbrough says. Posada employees have been harassed, shoved, hit, and
kicked. Yarbrough, who is black, has been called racist. She reminisces about some of the more bizarre

encounters they’ve had in recent years.
“What about the girl who came in with no pants on?” Yarbrough asks.
“Hmm. Memories,” Stattelman replies. She is retiring at the end of June.

Everybody in town acknowledges that the number of homeless has increased. But there is fierce debate,
playing out on the letters page of the local newspaper, about whether marijuana is the lure. Skeptics say cities
outside Colorado are seeing more homeless, too. The state has also expanded Medicaid benefits, unlike its
neighbors to the east. But people who work with the homeless say the connection is clear. “We are observing
from talking to people that many people who are homeless came here so that they could get marijuana
legally,” Pueblo’s police chief told the local paper. A CSU-Pueblo study, based on interviews with 20 local
police officers, found that most believed “the pull of legal marijuana has brought in a new population to the

state who then commit property crimes to get money to buy drugs.”
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Any link between legalized marijuana and crime is harder to establish. The subject has barely been studied in
Colorado or anywhere else. But in Pueblo, violent crime is up about 20 percent since 2013. Property crime
overall is about the same as it was before marijuana legalization, though vehicle thefts have more than
doubled. Throughout Colorado, the crime rate has also risen since 2013, even as crime has fallen nationally.

State officials are reluctant to link that increase to legalized marijuana and say more study is needed.

One of the goals of marijuana legalization is to eliminate the black market for weed by regulating it and
bringing it under government control. In Pueblo, police say that has not happened. People are moving to the
area, growing marijuana, and either shipping it out of state or selling it on the street locally for less than the
price at dispensaries. In the murder a few blocks from Adams’s house, police arrested three men from
Oklahoma City who they say had come to Pueblo to buy marijuana. Their purchase turned into a robbery, and

Pueblo native Brad Fowler was shot and killed. The three suspects are awaiting trial.

Pueblo police last year investigated 95 code-enforcement cases involving marijuana violations. About 80
percent of those involved people who were growing marijuana outdoors for personal use, in violation of city
codes that require personal grows to be indoors. But there were also some examples of outsiders converting
existing structures into illegal grow houses. In one case described by police, a group of Cubans paid cash for a
house in south Pueblo. They stripped out the inside, redirected air ducts, and installed a new electrical box
without a permit. They then put in $10,000 worth of fans, lamps, and heavy-duty electronics. The house

racked up $4,600 a month in electrical bills.

In a separate incident in late April, the county sheriff raided a house west of town and found 72 marijuana
plants. Deputies charged two people “with ties to Cuba” with felonies and confiscated all but 12 of the
plants—the number allowed for personal use under Colorado law. “Before legalization, we didn’t have Cubans
coming to grow marijuana in Pueblo,” notes Sgt. Daniel Anderson, who oversees the police department’s

narcotics division.

Anderson says that with so much marijuana being grown around town, illegal marijuana sales are thriving. An
ounce of marijuana at a dispensary costs around $120, he says. He asks a narcotics officer in a nearby cubicle
how much marijuana is going for on the street, and within 30 seconds, the officer has printed out three ads
from Craigslist Pueblo’s “health and beauty” section. They indicate buds are selling for about one-third the

price they go for at dispensaries.
“If Iwant my high, why would I spend $120 if I could get it for $40?” Anderson says.

Asked what he would say to communities considering legalizing marijuana, Anderson says: “Tell people to

stop legalizing it. It will do more damage than you can understand.”

Anne Stattelman’s advice is simpler: “Don’t. It's changed our city. It's changed everything about our

community.”
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4/20 and Beyond

The push to legalize marijuana rolls on. It is no longer just a libertarian pipe dream. Politicians from both
major parties are increasingly declaring themselves open to legalization as polls indicate a public shift. Gallup
last year found that 64 percent of Americans, including a majority of Republicans, back legalizing recreational
use of the drug. Senator Cory Gardner (R-Colo.) says he’s working with Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) to
craft a “states’ rights” bill that would offer protections to marijuana companies in states that opt to allow those
businesses. Democratic senators calling for more lenient marijuana laws include Chuck Schumer, Kamala
Harris, Kirsten Gillibrand, Cory Booker, and Bernie Sanders. Former Republican speaker of the House John

Boehner joined the board of a cannabis company in April.

Michigan will have a referendum in November that could make it the first Midwestern state to legalize.
Connecticut lawmakers are considering a bill that would move their state toward legalization. Recreational

sales in Vermont are scheduled to start in July.

Marijuana advocates are anticipating national victory, but in Colorado, they’re already celebrating. No more so
than on 4/20 itself. The term “420” is said to have originated in the 1970s from a group of California high
school students who would meet after school at a designated time—4:20 p.m.—to smoke pot. The term

became synonymous with marijuana and, decades later, led to annual extravaganzas in U.S. cities on April 20.

On that day in Colorado, Pueblo’s dispensaries are all offering 4/20 sales events, and nearby Colorado Springs
has a festival. But the real party is in Denver. Celebrations are being held throughout the week and include a
cannabis film festival, panel discussions, parties, and concerts headlined by rappers Snoop Dogg and Lil

Wayne.

It is a festive (if smoky) atmosphere that morning aboard a packed bus on the $49 “Complete Cannabis Tour.”
As reggae music blares and the bus hits the road toward a local growing company, most of the 20 passengers

pull out joints or pipes. Smoking is encouraged on a bus billed as “420-friendly transportation.”

The group are largely in their 20s and 30s, but from all around the country: New York, New Jersey, Texas,
Florida. Some offer puffs to those around them and compare notes on marijuana. The tour guide encourages

drinking lots of water to “stay level™: “We want you to enjoy your day and smoke up, definitely,” he says.
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At the tour of an indoor-grow operation, participants learn about marijuana cultivation and snap photos of the
plants and their distinctive leaves. They take turns posing for selfies with a one-pound bag of buds, valued at
more than $1,200. They buy goodies at the on-site dispensary and re-board the bus to enjoy their new
purchases. One participant has tickets to Snoop Dogg that night. Others are headed to the big Mile High 420

Festival at Civic Center Park. Most are happily smoking as the bus heads back to the city center.

Then there’s Aubree Adams back in Pueblo. Her son, now 18, has been in Houston at an intensive outpatient
drug-treatment program since 2016. He’s been sober for 22 months. She says he seems mature, aware of his

mistakes. He has a peer-support network there. “I have my son back,” she says joyfully.

There’s no way she’ll bring him back to Colorado, she says. There are too many temptations, too many painful

memories. The family is planning to move to Houston this summer.

Adams says she’s heard that pro-legalization forces are active in Texas. She will keep fighting—fighting for her
son, her family, her country. She plans to keep spreading the message: “Legalization means promotion. It

means more future users. That’s the most uncool thing ever.”

ﬁ TONY MECIA IS asenior writer at The Weekly Standard.
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